CAUSE NO. C-0181-13-B

WESLACO HEALTH FACILITIES

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION,
PLAINTIFF,

AND

CITY OF WESLACO,
INTERVENOR,

VS.

KNAPP MEDICAL CENTER; JAMES A.

SUMMERSETT, III, JOHN L. LACKEY,
RUDY SALINAS, ANABELL C.
CARDONA, BRIAN A. HUMPHREYS,
JR., NORMA I. MONTALVO, BERTHA
SUAREZ AND ABRAHAM TANUS,
IN THEIR OFFICIAL CAPACITIES AS
MEMBERS AND ON BEHALF OF THE
KNAPP MEDICAL CENTER BOARD
OF DIRECTORS; KNAPP MEDICAL
CENTER FOUNDATION, INC.; KNAPP
COMMUNITY CARE FOUNDATION,
INC.; PRIME HEALTHCARE
FOUNDATION; AND
PRIME HEALTHCARE SERVICES,
DEFENDANTS.
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT

93RP JUDICIAL DISTRICT

HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS

PLAINTIFFS’ AND INTERVENOR’S REPLY TO DEFENDANTS’ RESPONSE TO

MOTION TO COMPEL AND ENFORCE DISCOVERY PRODUCTION AND COPYING

SUBJECT TO REQUEST FOR IN CAMERA INSPECTION

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

NOW COME Plaintiffs and file this their Reply to Defendants’ Response to their Motion

to Compel and Enforce Discovery Production and Copying subject to Request for In Camera

Inspection and would respectfully show the Court as follows:



I

1. Defendants have responded to Plaintiffs motion by not responding to argument at
all.

2. Instead, Defendants assert to the Court that the documents at issue are variously
protected from public disclosure based on proprietary interests, market niche, competition and/or
trade secret.

3. Defendants hope to prevail on this disingenuous argument by offering the hearsay
affidavit of in-house counsel for Prime Heathcare Services, Inc. who essentially asserts that
Defendants simply want to keep the details of this transaction away from the very public most
impacted by it.

IL

4. Defendants offer to provide the relevant documents at issue for the purpose of this
litigation subject to an onerous protective order drafted specifically to hamstring Plaintiffs from
answering public inquiry about the transfer of the City’s largest charitable gift to a California
entity with a history of overcoding, allegations and lawsuits involving HIPPA violations and
Medicare fraud, default on municipal bonds, layoffs, discontinuance of medical services, release
of physicians who failed to yield desired patient net service revenues, payments of public funds
to the for profit entities by the not-for-profit entities to manage those hospitals and other abuses.'

5. Defendants cannot attempt to keep the citizens of Weslaco, whose health, safety
and medical interests are represented in this lawsuit, in the dark about what has happened to their

hospital.

! Plaintiffs rely on and incorporate by reference the exhibits heretofore on file among the Court’s papers in this
matter, as well as the exhibits attached hereto.



6.

111.

Plaintiffs reply that Defendants are entitled to no protection of the documents at

issue preventing public disclosure of the terms of the transaction for the following reasons:

7.

Prime Foundation is allegedly a not-for profit and is thus not subject to protection
of its financial, “proprietary” documents.

The Texas Public Information Act provides no protections to the documents
obtained by the City of Weslaco in discovery that are not otherwise protected
under the Rules.

All of the documents at issue fall within the categories that require public
disclosure under Ch. 552.002.

While the Court may issue a protective order, it is under no duty to do so and may
not issue such order if the documents are subject to disclosure pursuant to Ch.

552.002 and not otherwise confidential.

Plaintiffs contend that the citizens of Weslaco have a right to know what these

documents reveal:

Approximately seventy-five percent (75%) of the patients who seek health and
emergency care from KNAPP MEDICAL do so through federal Medicaid or
Medicare health programs.

A portion of KNAPP MEDICAL’S operation and capital improvements of the
Hospital Property were financed with proceeds of Weslaco Hospital Authority
Hospital Revenue Bonds. Prime (see, Exhibit “A”, incorporated by reference
herein) acquired other hospitals which also had bonds, did not pay the bonds and
forcing the taxpayers to assume those debts.

The restrictive covenants prohibit the sale of Knapp to a for-profit entity. The
documents and attached exhibit “B” incorporated by reference demonstrate that
Prime’s nonprofits are managed by Prime for profit. Prime owns the for-profit
hospital, Harlingen Medical Center, creating competitive for those same
patients.

The hospital was not sold to a “healthcare delivery system” as required but by a
ledger created and funded by the for-profit.

Knapp’s value was $200 million dollars yet Prime has paid out of pocket some
$23 million. The other $80 million dollars Prime claims in this transaction were



assets transferred from Knapp Medical Center to Knapp Community Cares which
is owned by Prime.

If Knapp remained a not-for profit hospital, why — after the transaction — would
there be only one admitting physician group who were selected because their
patients comprised greater than 10% of the Medical Centers’ net patient service
revenues?

The Texas Business Organizations Code §§ 22.353 and 22.355(2) require
corporations who seek out/rely on donations from the public (like Knapp) are to
be held accountable to that same public by keeping and making available financial
records.

§§ 22.352 and 22.353 were created “to require non-profit organizations soliciting
funds from the public to keep adequate records showing how the funds were
actually being used.” Senate Comm. on Bus. and Indus., Bill Analysis, Tex.S.B.
857, 65 Leg., R.S. (1977).

Access by the public to a non-profit hospital’s records, books and reports under
section 22.353(b) would be beneficial if the hospital were trying to hereafter ripen
itself for sale as Prime has done with other non-lucrative hospitals it assumed.

Defendants claim concerns that hospitals (“economic competitors”) will gain an
“unfair competitive advantage” if they are forced to make the documents
available. “Economic competitors” is a strange way for a non-profit hospital to
refer to other hospitals.

Concerns over economic competition must be secondary to accountability and
transparency of non-profit hospitals to the public which they rely upon for
donations and exist to serve.

Public policy demands an even higher burden of accountability for nonprofit
hospitals.

Hospitals exist to serve the health, safety and well-being of the individuals in their
communities. The citizens of Weslaco are savvy health-service consumers as
many rely on government subsidization. They have a right to be fully informed of
terms impacting hospital services and ownership.

Non-profit hospitals receive various tax-exemptions from federal, state and local
governments to provide benefits to the community. Transparency promotes
quality patient care and accountability. Every employee of and patient treated at a
hospital is affected by the management decisions made by those in charge.
Financial misdeeds by hospital leadership are paid for by patients and employees.
Patient safety is compromised when hospitals do not use their financial resources
to further quality of care. The public cannot act on what it does not know.



Iv.

8. Prime Healthcare itself invited public inquiry. In a press release dated March 8,
2013, Knapp attempts to explain the alleged discrepancies that have emerged about the
transaction. Prime took great effort to explain its version of events, including various transaction
figures from $100 million to $200 million yet paying only about $23 million, that no payments
were made to any member of the Knapp Board as part of the transaction (but after the
transaction...) and that Knapp Community Cares is separate and apart from Knapp’s Board (but
some of the same people are the same). See, Exhibit “C”, attached hereto and inciorepoiraters by
reference. However, after picking and choosing the words it wanted the public to hear, Prime
refuses to let the public see for itself the terms of the transaction. Prime has opened that door
and the public has a right to walk through it.

PRAYER

WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Plaintiffs pray that this Honorable Court
grant relief as specified herein and for any and all such further relief to which these parties
may show themselves justly entitled.

Respectfully submitted,

FARRIMOND CASTILLO & BRESNAHAN, P.C.
130 E. Travis Street, Suite 350

San Antonio, Texas 78205

Telephone 210.231.0919

Facsimile 210.231.0004

By /s/ Mary J. Ibarra-Myers
Mary J. Ibarra-Myers
Bar No. 10382936

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS,
WESLACO HEALTH FACILITIES
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
AND THE C1TY OF WESLACO



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I do hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the above and foregoing document has,
on this the 4th day of June, 2014, been forwarded to the following Counsel of Record:

Robert L. Galligan
State Bar No. 07590500
JONES, GALLIGAN, KeYy & LozANo, LLP
Town Centre Tower
2300 W. Pike Blvd, Suite 300
Weslaco, Texas 78599
Telephone 956.968.5402
Facsimile 956.969.9402
/s/ Mary J. Ibarra-Myers
Mary J. Ibarra-Myers
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Stories written by Jo Ciavaglia, award-winning multimedia newspaper reporter at the Bucks County
Courier Times in Bucks County, a suburb of Philadelphia, Pa. For more information about Jo, check out
her Linked-in profile, as well as her Facebook page and Google+ 1.

~
&

Wonday. Senlember 3, 2012

The $14 million question: Who pays off Lower Bucks
Hospital's loan

Posted: Sunday, September 2, 2012

A S14 milllon question is looming over the pending sale of Lower Bucks Hospitalto a for-
profit health care system: Will Bucks County remaln on the hook for the money it borrowed
to help the hospltal emerge from bankruptey?

As of last week, county officals — Including the head of the agency that owns the hospital —
didnt have flrm answers.

“It Is a very complicated situation that will have to be resolved before the (Bucks County
Redevelopment) Authority board votes to approve the sale,” sald Robert White, the
authority’s director,

The 514 milllon bond Is the result of an agreement between the county’s o
redevelopment authority and Lower Bucks Hospital to allow the hospital to exit Zﬁ;‘i
Chapter 11 bankruptcy earlier this year, Under the agreement, the redevelopment
authority would have to approve any sale of the Bristol Townshlip hospital,

In 2010, the Bucks County commissioners approved the redevelopment authority borrowing
the money by Issuing bonds secured by the county and the hospital's dedicated .05 percent
from Pennsylvania table games revenue at Parx Casino In Bensalem, which is estimated to
be $750,000 to $1 miilion a vear.

Under the agreaement, the redevelopment authority took title to the hospital property as
collateral, and leased It back to Lower Bucks Hospital, In exchange, the hospital committed
all its rights to future gaming revenue to pay the debt service on the bond.

The hospital agreed to repay the loan with Interest over 20 years and buy back the
property, The total amount the hospital promised to repay would be almost $30 million,

But now that the hospltal is slated to be sold to Prime Healthcare Services, a California-
based, for-profit chaln of 18 mostly West Coast hospitals, some are wondering If the county
will be stuck paying off a loan for the new for-profit owner.

White said that there are “no simple answers” to questions regarding the bond and its
repayment with the pending sale. He added that the redevelopment authority has not
received any “official” notification about a sale.

If the $14 million Is not carrled as a liability on the hospltal’s balance sheet, then itls undlear
3s to how the debt would be satisfled, said Robert Hill, director of business and financlal
practices for Health Strategies & Solutions Inc., a Philadelphia-based national health care
strategy consultant firm.

Lower Bucks Hospital CEQ and Presldent Albert Mezzaroba said that the new owner would
not be responsible for the debt service on the loan.

“The short answer is no, there Is nothing in the lease, or any other document that would
require a new owner to ,,, pay the debt service,” he sald,

Rather, Mezzaroba sald the new owner would step into the current lease agreement that
exists between Lower Bucks Hospltal and the redevelopment authority; if the sale is
approved, Prime Healthcare would have the same responsibilities as Lower Bucks Hospital
including operating the property as a health care center,

Bucks County Commissioner Diane Marseglla expressed frustration at the lack of answers.
*I am mystified as to why (the commissioners) are in the dark,” she said,

She said her Inquirles with county financlal people confirm one possible scenatlo is that the
county would be required to keep paylng the bonds using the casino revenue until they
reach maturity in 15 to 20 years.

The other scenario, Marseglia sald, is that the new owner pays off the bond debt or agrees

http:/fjournalismjo.blog spot.coni2012/09/the-14-million-question-who-pays-off_3.htrol
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to pay off the bonds over the next 15 to 20 years from Its profits,

1f the new owner pays off the bond, the county could reap up to an additional s1 million a
year in gaming revenue, Marseglia sald.

That’s because Prime Healthcare is a for-profit group, which means it is not entitled to
receive the table gaming revenue under state law, Instead, the money will go to the county,

Jo
If the bond s pald off at the time of the sale, the county could use the table game revenue Ciavaglia
for other purposes, such as to offset tax Increase or make infrastructure repalrs, Marseglia
sald. Otherwise, the county cannot use the gaming revenue until the bond Is repaid, Vi
lew my
Lower Bucks Hospital would be the second Pennsylvania hospital in Prime Healthcare's complete
growing portfolio; in February it bought the financlally struggling Roxborough Memorial profile

Hospital In Philadelphia.

The company specializes in financlally challenged hospltals that treat mostly low income
patlents and rely heavlly on government reimbursement, according to published reports.

In January, Prime Healthcare Services was recognized one of the top 15 U.S. health systems
by Thomson Reuters, a business data provider,

In formally announcing the sale last week, Lower Bucks Hospital said that as part of the sale
agreement Prime Healthcare had agreed to a list of conditions, induding!

Maintain all services, Including emergency departments.

Provide access to a $3 miilion loan for working capital, with plans to invest up to $10 million
for needed capital improvements,

Hire all employees and malntain all collective bargaining agreements,

Assume all health care contracts and liabilities.

Provide the same level of charity care for Indigent and low-income patlents,

Pennsylvania regulators could requlre the new owners to fuifill those promises, too, said
Health Strategles & Solutions’ Hill, who has worked on a number of hospital sales.

Wwith hospital sales, the state will develop and impose a set of conditlons on the buyer and
monitor to make sure the conditlons are adhered to, Hill sald, That said, the employees
could be terminated for cause and the new owner could request state permission to
terminate a service,

Nonprofit community hospitals, such as Lower Bucks Hospital, generally have higher levels of
charity care than for-profit hospitals because they offer a wider array of services, some of
which require they accept low-income patients, Hill sald.

Increasingly nonproflt hospltals are finding access to capltal more difficult because of the
challenging credit markets, nonprofits tend to run on tighter margins, which makes lenders
more reluctant to approve loans, Hill said.

As a result, more for-profit health care groups, such as Healthcare Services — which has
substantial capital reserves — are buying up nonprofit hospltals, The attraction for the for-
proflt groups Is that a nonprofit hospital Is stilf a money generator — and a good investment,
Hill said.

Often for-profit health care companles will buy struggling hospitals, Invest in Infrastructure
and services, and improve the economies of scale so they can buy things at better prices —
then once the portfolio I5 In a good financial position, they sell them, Hill said. Typically the
turnaround process Is five to 10 years, he said,

The biggest downside to for-profits, Hill said, is that the organization likely doesnt have that
same community commitment and roots. Also there is a loss of local control of what many
people consider a critical community asset.

For-profit owners might be more inclined to terminate select services that they deem
unprofitable,

Posted by Jo Ciavaglia at 7:27 PM
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Prime Healthcare acknowledges it faces federal
investigations

Desert Valley Hospital owner discloses prabes In filing
with Rhode Island health department

February 06, 2013 5:54 PM
ShareThis | Print Story | E-Mall Story

LANCE WLLIAMS, FOR The Crange County Register

The parentcompany of Desert Valley Hospital has acknowledged
thatitls the target of two federal investgations: a U.S. Justice
Department probe of its Medlcare blllings and an Inquiry Into alleged
volations of patient confidentlality laws.

Prime Healthcare Services disclosed the investigations In a Jan. 2
fiting with the state health depariment in Rhode Island, where Prime
hopes 1o buy its 22nd hospitat.

The San Bernardino County-based company's filing marked the first
time the companyhas sald itls facing a federal Investigation, Until
now, the company has steadfestly denled belng the subject ofany
such probes.

Prime claims lis Medlcare billings are legal and proper, and the
company shows litle sign of backing awayfrom the kind of
aggressive bllling praclices thal have made il lhe locus of ofiicial
scrufiny,

As Callfornta Watch has reported, Prime hospltals hawe billad
Medicare for treating exremely high rates of some difficult medical
condltions, Including septicemla, or blood polsoning, and
kwashlorkor, a form of mainutrition seen among children in African
famines. The billings have made Prime sliglble for millions of
dollars in Medicare banus payments, according to federal records.

in June, the Justice Department subpoensed documents conceming
Prme's billings for septicemia and malnutiition, the companysald in
the Rhode {sland flling.

In a lefter In response to Callfornla Watch's request far comment,
Prime lawyer Anthony Glassman said the companyhad been
targeted for federal investigation because of “false allegations”
made bythe Senice Employees International Union, which
represents many Prime workers and has butted heads with the
company overlabor contracts.

He suggesied the probe began because the union in 2010
distributed an analysls showing Prime's septicem{a rates were triple
the nallonal average. Clling the analysis, wo Califomla
congressmen — Rep, HenryWaxman, D-Los Angeles, and then-
Rep. Forlney *Pele” Slark, D-Fremonl — asked Medicare lo
investigate Prime for possible Medicare fraud, records show,

Callfornia Watch preMouslyreported that FBlagents had Interdewed
former Pime employees about Med|care billing Issues.

enlaige
Orange CountyReglster
Prime Healthcare founder Prem Reddy talks
fo the press in this Orange County Register
file photo.
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Prime also sald itis being Investigated by the U.S. Depariment of Health and Human Senrdces' Office for Civil
Rights. That probe concems Prime's 2011 disclosure of the medical files of a patient who was treated for

complications of diabetes ata Prime haspltsl in Redding.
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Federal records show Prime oblained a Medicare bonus payment of more than $6,000 after reporting it had freated
he patientfor kwashiorkor, a form of malnutrition that usually afflicts children in sub-Saharan Africa.

Over two years, the hospital claimed fo have freated more than 1,000 Medicare patients for the allment, records
show — a rate more than 80 times the stale avarage.

In an intenvdew with California Watch, the patient denied being malnourished and said she was never treated for
kwashiorkor. in an attempt fo rebuta California Walch news story about the issue, Prime officials shared the
patient's medical files with the local newspaper and with hundreds of hospital employees, records show.

In November, California regulators fined Prime $95,000 for volating state confidentialitylaws in the case.
Disclosing a patient's medical records without consent also violates federal law. The chain denies wrongdoing
and is confident it will win on appeal, wrote Glassman, Prime's lawyer. He also contended that the SEIU had urged
the patient to complain about her diagnosis.

As iate as last March, Prime said itwas unaware of any federal probes. In 2011, it threatenad fo sue California
Watch for defamation for reporting that the company was facing a federal probe. Prime fhireatened to sue because
the company did not yet know itwas *being unfairly targeted by government agencies,” Glassman wrote.

Prime's disclosure about the investigation was attached to its application fo buy Landmark Medical Center, a 214~
bed haspital in the Rhods Island town of Woonsockel. The filing was marked confidential, but tcan be
downloaded from the health depariment's websits.

RECORDING OF PRESENTATION

Soon after Prime made the filing in Rhode Istand, the company's founder gave a presentation to doctors ata south
Texas hospital that Prime’s nonprofit foundation recently acquired. Aperson who was present made a one-hoyr
recording of the session and shared it with California Watch.

According fo the recording, Dr. Prem Reddy, Prime's CEO and the foundation's president, told the doctors how to
boost the hospital's Medicare payouts byemploying some of the same billing strategies now being investigatad.

In the meeting at Knapp Medical Center in Weslaco, Texas, Reddy encouraged the doctors to augment their
patients’ charls with multiple secondary diagnoses that would qualify for Medicare freatment bonus payments,

Reddy also urged the doclors o find reasons to admit Medicare patients to the hospital rather than treating them
as oulpatients, saying the Medicare payouts would triple.

Reddytold the Texas doclors that Medicare’s billing rules were a game "dedsed by bureaucrats " Physicians need
io "understand the rules ofthe game and improve our scores,” he said.

Also in the session, Reddy said Medicare had never successfully challenged a Prime billing, saying the company
appeals whenever a billing is rejected.

“We never lose a case yat,” Reddy sald. *“We fighton evary case and we win."

In his letter, Glassman wrote that Reddy's presentation “focused on complexclinical information,” including
"evolving Medicare reimbursement maodels for physicians and hospitals.”

“Dr. Reddywas notinstructing his doctors on methods for cheating Medicare,” the lawyer wrote.

Contlact the wiiter: hilp:fcaliforniawatch.org/userfance-williams

Prime Healthcare acknowledges it faces federal investigations | investigations, prime, hospital - Victondlie Daily Press
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BREAKING NEWS (/BREAKING)
Prime Healthcare completes hospital purchases in Kansas City area
(/2013/04/01/4155498 /prime-healthcare-signs-binding.html)

A few hours after gaining Kansas regulatory clearance, Prime Healtheare Services on Monday said it completed its purchase of hospitals in Kansas City, Kan,, and
Leavenworth.

htip://twitter.comhome?status=Prime%20Healthcare%20completes%20hospital%20purchases%20in%20Kansas%20City%20area as found on
hitp:/inww . kansascity.com/2013/04/01/4155498/prime-healthcare-signs-binding.hirmi) £ http:/Avww facebook.com/sharer.php?
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The 400-bed Providence Medical Center and 80-bed St. John Hospital join 23 acute-care hospitals in the Californis-based Prime chain.

“Prime Healthcare understands how important these acute care hospitals are to the residents of Wyandotte and Leaverworth counties and intends to help the
facilities provide the high quality healtheare that they deserve,” Prime chairman and president Prem Reddy said in a prepared statement.

Prime promised the attorney general it would maintain the current hospitals and their emergency departments for at least five years and invest at least $10 million
in capital and other improvement projects over that period.

Prime, a [or-profil company, boughlt the Lwo financially disLresscd hospilals from Lhe Sislers of Charity of Leavenworth Health System, a nonprofit hospital chain
based in Denver. The SCLHS system put Kansas Cily, Kan.-based Providence and Leavenworth-based St. John up for sale because the heavily indebted hospitals
were dragging down the system’s overall financial results,

In a public hearing last week, participants said the hospitals’ cash sale price of $54.3 million fell far short of the $121 million of debt that the SCLHS system will
continuc to absorb after the sale.

On Monday morning, Kansas Attorney General Derek Schmidt said Prime’s commitment to ongoing charity care and to maintaining a comraunity advisory board,
once it is created, was sufficient assurance to allow the sale to proceed and he would take no action to block the sale. The attorney general’s role, under Kansas law, is
to be responsible for ensuring that the sale of charitable assets to 4 for-profit organization “sufficiently complies with the public interest.”

” o —" _ o - . - e

close without the infusion of new capital by the new owners was a

ut the Lransaction. Mosl people who Lestified wanied Lhe sale Lo go
imitments to ongoing charitable carc and community input,” he said on

Monday.

He also commissioned an independent review of the transaction, which confirmed that the sale price was reasonable, that the purchaser was the highest qualified
bidder and that all of the sale proceeds would be applicd Lo the former owner’s oulstanding debl leaving nonc for other charitable purposcs.

Schmidt noted in a press release "that one person who traveled from California to testify at last week’s hearing raised concerns about some of the new owner’s billing

nractinae and other sandnet o hoenmitale # aume inodhor vbotoe ®



He said those complaints would be shared with officials whe oversee medical hilling by providers in Kansas, ineluding the Medicaid Frand Control Unit in his office.

“Kansas will, of course, cxpeel these new owners nol only tolive up to their commilments in Uhis Lransaction but also Lo diligently comply with all aspeels of Kansas
law in their operations here,” Schmidt said in a press release,

Prime responded on Monday afternoon to Schmidt’s statement about opposing testimony at the hearing, In its sale announcement, Prime said that the eritic and

fellow members of the Serviee Employee International Union had tried — but fafled — “to sway community opinion against the transaction” with the goal of hurting
Prime.

Mesnwhile, a spokesman for the SCLIIS system confirmed that 24 employees in “duplicative roles” have been let go.

He said the buyer and seller hold to the commitment to maintain “substantially all” of the hospitals’ workforce and that the eliminated jobs accounted for less than 1
pereent of the employees.

To reach Diane Stafford, call 816-234-4359 or send emafl to stafford@kestar.com.
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Prime Healthcare pitches singular corporate
voice
August 3, 2011 | By Ron Shinkman

SHARE Editor's Carner;

Prime Healthcare Services should be a feel-good story: Upstart
hospiltal chain buys financially alling facilities and turns them
around, planting feather after feather in the cap of its chairman,
himself an immigrant enjoying the upscale verslon of the American
dream.

Except Prime's tale feels more like a bear breaking into a camper
just as its owner has returned from a hike.

Share ]

In the space of a few days last month Prime issued press releases boasting that it
regularly prevalls over Kaiser Permanente in administrative law hearings, claimed
Kalser and another organization were being regularly fined by the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), and promised It would sue a non-proflt
Investigative reporting group. These are fairly typlcal missives from the company,
which possesses, what | can say after nearly 19 years covering the healthcare
Industry, a singularly unlque corporate voice.

Webinar: Boosting physician adoption of CPOE to maximize its
benefits

TOOLS

DATE WEDNESDAY, JUNE25THZ PMET /11 AMPT

This webinar will highlight how hospitals are successfully winning does over, and getling them
to adopt and use this technology beyond the ED. Register Today!

Comment

Sign up for our FREE newsletter for more news like this sent to your inbox!

Print These statements, at turns testy, defensive, and even ungrammatical, are likely

penned by Prime founder Prem Reddy, a physiclan who immigrated to the United
States from India in the 1970s and has made tens of millions of dollars first forming

contact 8 medical group In Southern Callfornla, and later Prime. | make that guess

Author because having crossed the aisle a few times in my career to do public relations
consulting, no communications executive at a major corporation could release
such statements of their own volition and keep thelr job. Nor would they likely

reprit Counsel doing so. These are strictly top-down anhnouncements,

Prime has grown by leaps and bounds with a formula that |s about as controverslal
as its voicel Eliminate confracts with insurers, admit thelr patients through the
emergency room, and bill full charges. In an era where healthcare cost

httr lhasan Rarnahastthfinansa camictnrunrimachealthraraccelnm darcrnrnaratec niea 9041.08.03

NEWS TOPICS ANALYSIS FEATURES LIBRARY EVENTS JOBS MARKETPLACE

FOLLOW US

JOEN 30,000+ INSIDERS

SIGN UP FOR OUR
NEWSLETTER

| EMAIL ADDRESS |

FierceHealthFinance Is a twice weeldy healthcare
finance updale Tor health exacutlves and financlal
managers. Joln 30,000+ Industry inslders who get
FlerceHealihFinance va emall for their musi-know
healthcare finance news, Signup today

THE PREMIER MIDDLE-MARKET
LENDER TO THE
HEALYHCARE INDUSTRY.
Senior Debt Financings, Including
Termn Loans and Revolving Lines of Gredit

POPULAR STORIES

i MOST READ H MOST SHARED |

Are patlents actually checking out hospital prices?

Hospltal CEOs—not doctors—among medicine's top
eamers

Reference pricing saves CalPERS 35.5 Miliion
Hospltals appeal half of RAC claim denials

Study: Consumers unfairly penalized by medical
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containment is the operative mode, this is a default mode few hospital operators

embrace. Moreover, news outlets such as the Los Angeles Times and California
Walch--a non-profit group whose work is regularly printed In major newspapers--
say that Prime is under investigation or has been investigated by both federal and
state agencles for the way it bills to treat patients for septicemla and malnutrition.

Prime Is used to close scrutinyt It was sued by the Department of Managed Health
Care for engaging In balanced billing--charging Insured patlents for portions of their
care thelr insurer would not pay for--a violation of state law. Prime eventually
agreed to sfop the practice. It also was sued by the Callfornia Attorney General
after closing down a psychiatric unit at a Los Angeles area hospiltal after agreeing
to keep It open for a minimum of six months In order to get state approval to buy
the facliity. Later on, Prime reopened the unit, but claimed In another of its press
releases it had been shut down by the previous owner.

Despite being called out repeatedly for conduct that would chagrin more than a few
hospltal operators, Prime pugnaclously guards its turf, | know this from personal
experience, when | wrote about the malnutrition allegatlons earller this year and
found myself and a five-member editorial board on the business end of bulky Fed
Ex packages that included demands for a retraction (a matter settled with a
published letter to the edltor from Prime).

Such strategles would make a healthcare finance executive simultaneously sing
and fret, because although Prime makes money, it Is keeping ltself perpetually on
the radar of CMS, the Internal Revenue Services, and a varlety of stale agencies.

Of course, there is a possibility these allegations and investigations will lead to
nothing, and perhaps Prime wifl walk away unscathed. But given CMS demands
back overpayments versus refunding underpayments at a more than five-to-one
clip, and firms like Tenet Healthcare have been the subject of multiple billing probes
(and never really recovered from the Iast one), the odds don't look terriflc.

Either way, Prime’s corporate voice runs counter to the notion that a hospital is not
only a community asset but a public trust. ¥ the tone of its ownership [s
simultaneocusly belligerent, boastful, and defensive, it becomes petfectly
reasonable that members of that community would not want to entrust thelr lives to
It.

This brings me back to the scenarlo of the hiker and the bear. You can invent your
own ending, but outslde of a falry tale, it's awfully difficult to find one that feels good
In any way. - Ron

Sign up for our free newsletter ‘ EMAIL ADDRESS ‘

Filed Under Calfornia Watch, Conters For Medicare And Medicald Scrvicos, Flerce Exclusive, Kalser Pormancnte, Los Angelos
Times, Prem Reddy, press releases, Prime Healthcare Services
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and desires of empowered consumers. Joln
PwC's Health Research Institute and Its top
advisors to explore answers to the questlon:
"Who will be healthcare's Amazon.com?"
Register Today!

MORE ITEMS

LATEST COMMENTARY

VA scandal Fix just ene portion of the VA
healthcare system

Hospital leaders niust acknowledge they're losing
the war over price transparency
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
DEPARTMENT OF ATTORNEY GENERAL

October 28, 2013
DECISION

In Re: Initial Application of Prime Healthcare Services-Landmark, LLC, Prime
Healthcare Services, Inc., Prime Healthcare Holdings, Inc., Prime Healthcare
Management, Inc. and Jonathan N. Savage, Esq., in his capacity as the court-
appointed Special Master for Landmark Health Systems, Inc., Landmark Medical

Center and Northern Rhode Island Rehab Management Associates, L.P. d/b/a
Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island :

The Department of Attorney Generél has considered the above-referenced application
pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 23-17.14-1, et seq., the Hospital Conversions Act. In accordance
with the reasons outlined herein, the application is APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS.

L BACKGROUND

The first step in traversing the Hoépital Conversions Act is the filing of an initial
application with the Department of Attorney General and Department of Health (“DOH”). The
parties filed their initial application (“Initial Application™) on January 2, 2013. The parties
(collectively, “Transacting Parties”) to the Initial Application are identified below:

¢ Landmark Medical Center is a Rhode Island non-profit corporation that operates a 214
licensed bed acute care hospital located in Woonsocket, Rhode Island.

e Northern Rhode Island Rehab Management Associates, L.P., doing business as
Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island (the “Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode
Island”) is a Delaware limited partnership operating a rehabilitation hospital located in
North Smithfield, Rhode Island.

e Landmark Health Systems, Inc. is a Rhode Island non-profit corporation and the parent
of Landmark Medical Center and the Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island.

e Prime Healthcare Services, Inc. (“PHSI”) is a Delaware corporation formed on March
27, 2000, that operates eighteen (18) acute care hospitals throughout California, Kansas,
Nevada, Texas and Pennsylvania.?

! PHSI was originally formed as K Reddy Corp., on March 27, 2000 and has had several name
changes. Its final name change to Prime Healthcare Services, Inc. was on August 24, 2005. See
Response to Initial Application Question 1 and Exhibit 10(bb).




e Prime Healtheare Services ~Landmark, LLC (“Prime-Landmark™) is a Delaware
limited liability company formed on September 19, 2012 and is a wholly-owned
subsidiary of PHSI.

o Prime Healthcare Holdings, Ine. is a Delaware corporation formed on April 21, 2010
and is the sole shareholder of PHSIL.

e Prime Healthcare Management, Inc. (“Prime Management”) is a Delaware
corporation formed on February 24, 2002. It provides management, consulting and
support services to hospitals owned and operated by PHSI. -

See Response to Initial Application Question 1 and Exhibits 10 (a) — (gg)3 .

In its simplest form, the structure of the transaction outlined in the Initial Application (the
“Proposed Transaction”) is a sale of the assets of Landmark Medical Center and the
Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island to Prime-Landmark.

1L REVIEW CRITERIA

The review criteria utilized by the Department of Attorney General for a hospital
conversion involving a conversion of a non-profit hospital to a for-profit hospital” is as follows:

(1) Whether the proposed conversion will harm the public's interest in trust
property given, devised, or bequeathed to the existing hospital for charitable,
educational or religious purposes located or administered in this state;

(2) Whether a trustee or trustees of any charitable trust located or administered in this
state will be deemed to have exercised reasonable care, diligence, and prudence in
performing as a fiduciary in connection with the proposed conversion;

(3) Whether the board established appropriate criteria in deciding to pursue a conversion
in relation to carrying out its mission and purposes;

(4) Whether the board formulated and issued appropriate requests for proposals in
pursuing a conversion;

2 PHSI is also affiliated with Prime Healthcare Services Foundation, Inc., which is a 501(c)(3)
public charity that owns and operates five (5) acute care hospitals in California. See Response to
Initial Application Question 1.

3 For the purposes of this Decision PHSI, Prime-Landmark, Prime Healthcare Holdings, Inc and
Prime Management will be called collectively “Prime” and Landmark Medical Center,
Landmark Health System and the Rehabilitation-Hospital of Rhode Island will be called
collectively “Landmark”.

*RI Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c).




(5) Whether the board considered the proposed conversion as the only alternative or as
the best alternative in carrying out its mission and purposes;

(6) Whether any conflict of interest exists concerning the proposed conversion relative to
members of the board, officers, directors, senior management, experts or consultants
engaged in connection with the proposed conversion including, but not limited to,
attorneys, accountants, investment bankers, actuaries, health care experts, or industry
analysts;

(7) Whether individuals described in subdivision (c)(6) were provided with contracts or
consulting agreements or arrangements which included pecuniary rewards based in
whole, or in part on the contingency of the completion of the conversion;

(8) Whether the board exercised due care in engaging consultants with the appropriate
level of independence, education, and experience in similar conversions;

(9) Whether the board exercised due care in accepting assumptions and conclusions
provided by consultants engaged to assist in the proposed conversion;

(10) Whether the board exercised due care in assigning a value to the existing hospital
and its charitable assets in proceeding to negotiate the proposed conversion;

(11) Whether the board exposed an inappropriate amount of assets by accepting in
exchange for the proposed conversion future or contingent value based upon success of
the new hospital;

(12) Whether officers, directors, board members or senior management will receive
future contracts in existing, new, or affiliated hospital or foundations;

(13) Whether any members of the board will retain any authority in the new hospital;

(14) Whether the board accepted fair consideration and value for any management
contracts made part of the proposed conversion; :

(15) Whether individual officers, directors, board members or senior management
engaged legal counsel to consider their individual rights or duties in acting in their
capacity as a fiduciary in connection with the proposed conversion;

(16) Whether the proposed conversion results in an abandonment of the original purposes
of the existing hospital or whether a resulting entity will depart from the traditional
purposes and mission of the existing hospital such that a cy pres proceeding would be
necessary;

(17) Whether the proposed conversion contemplates the appropriate and reasonable fair
market value;

(18) Whether the proposed conversion was based upon appropriate valuation methods
including, but not limited to, market approach, third party report or fairness opinion;




(19) Whether the conversion is proper under the Rhode Island Nonprofit Corporation
Act;

(20) Whether the conversion is proper under applicable state tax code provisions;
(21) Whether the proposed conversion jeopardizes the tax status of the existing hospital;

(22) Whether the individuals who represented the existing hospital in negotiations
avoided conflicts of interest;

(23) Whether officers, board members, directors, or senior management deliberately
acted or failed to act in a manner that impacted negatively on the value or purchase price;

(24) Whether the formula used in determining the value of the existing hospital was
appropriate and reasonable which may include, but not be limited to factors such as: the
multiple factor applied to the "EBITDA" — earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation,
and amortization; the time period of the evaluation; price/earnings multiples; the
projected efficiency differences between the existing hospital and the new hospital; and
the historic value of any tax exemptions granted to the existing hospital;

(25) Whether the proposed conversion appropriately provides for the disposition of
proceeds of the conversion that may include, but not be limited to:

(1) Whether an existing entity or a new entity will receive the proceeds;

(ii) Whether appropriate tax status implications of the entity receiving the
proceeds have been considered;

(iii) Whether the mission statement and program agenda will be or should be
closely related with the purposes of the mission of the existing hospital,

(iv) Whether any conflicts of inferest arise in the proposed handling of the
conversion's proceeds;

(v) Whether the bylaws and articles of incorporation have been prepared for the
new entity;

(vi) Whether the board of any new or continuing entity will be independent from
the new hospital;

(vil) Whether the method for selecting board members, staff, and consultants is
appropriate;

(viii) Whether the board will comprise an appropriate number of individuals with
experience in pertinent areas such as foundations, health care, business, labor,
community programs, financial management, legal, accounting, grant making and
public members representing diverse ethnic populations of the affected
community;

(ix) Whether the size of the board and proposed length of board terms are
sufficient;



(26) Whether the transacting parties are in compliance with the Charitable Trust Act,
chapter 9 of title 18; .

(27) Whether a right of first refusal to repurchase the assets has been retained;

(28) Whether the character, commitment, competence and standing in the community, or
any other communities served by the transacting parties are satisfactory;

(29) Whether a control premium is an appropriate component of the proposed conversion;
and

(30) Whether the value of assets factored in the conversion is based on past performance
or future potential performance.

In addition to reviewing the Initial Application submitted by the Transacting Parties and
other publically available information, the Attorney General and DOH jointly interviewed the
following individuals: |

Landmark

1. Jonathan Savage, Esq., Special Master

2. Richard Charest, Presidént of Landmark Medical Center and President/CEO of the
Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island

3. Glenn Fort, M.D., Chief Medical Officer, Landmark Medical Center

4. Robert Crausman, M.D., Former Chief Medical Officer, Landmark Medical Center
5. Tom Klessens, CFO, Landmark Medical Center

5

Prime

6. Prem Reddy, M.D., President and CEO of PHSI, and President and CEO of Prime
Management

7. Luis Leon, President of Operations II (hospitals outside California)
8. Michael Bogart, Vice President of F ‘inance

9. Harsha Upadhyay, Vice President of Operations

Other

10. Charles Jones, President and CEQ of Thunderm1st Health Center in Woonsocket,
Rhode Island

>The individuals listed as management for PHSI are actually employed by Prime Management
and provide services pursuant to a management agreement.

5




11. Christopher Callaci, General Counsél, United Nurses and Allied Professionals

The Hospital Conversions Act requires a public informational meeting. See R.I. Gen.

Laws § 23-17.14-7(b)(3)(iv). A public notice was published regarding an informational meeting
" as well as soliciting written comments regarding the Proposed Transaction. The Attorney

General and DOH jointly held this meeting in Woonsocket at the Woonsocket High School.® It
was held on September 30, 2013 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.” At the beginning of the session, the
Transacting Parties were provided an opportunity to give a presentation regarding the Proposed
Transaction; afterwards, public comment was taken. Over the course of the meeting, over fifty
(50) speakers provided public comment. The comments were overwhelmingly in favor of the
Proposed Transaction, With none in opposition. Séveral written comments were also received,
tﬁe overwhelming majority of which supported the Proposed Transaction.

The Initial Application, along with the supplemental information provided, information
gathered from the investigation, including publically available information and information
resulting from interviews and public comment, were all considered in rendering this Decision.

HIi. PROCEDURAL HISTORY

It is general knowledge that this is the second Hospital Conversion review involving
Landmark conducted by the Attorney General and DOH in the recent past. Landmark Medical
Center and the Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island’s search for a strategic partner began
around 2008 as the financial situation at the hospitals worsened. Becauée a strategic partner was

not located in a timeframe that could guarantee the continued operation and viability of

§ The Attorney General would like to thank the staff of Woonsocket High School for their
hospitality and for assisting us with use of the school.

7 In order to include all individuals who signed up to speak, the Attorney General and DOH
continued the meeting until almost 7:30 p.m.




Landmark, it was placed into Special Mastership.® The Court appointed attorney Jonathan
Savage (the “Special Master”) to act as special master for the three entities.

Given that there is now over five (5) years of history regarding Landmark, this section
will focus on the events directly leading to the Proposed ;I"ransaction and not all events already
covered in the previous decision reégarding Landmark and Steward Healthcare System
(“Steward”).9 Therefore, this procedural history section will begin with the ill-fated pursuit of
Landmark by Steward and its predecessor Caritas Christi.

Frdm early in the Special Mastership of Landmark and for several years, the Special
Master’s focus for a strategic partner for Landmark had been on Steward and its predecessor,
Caritas Christi. On August 27, 2010, as a result of negotiations, an Asset Purchase Agreement
was signed with CCHC Healthcare, Inc., a Rhode Island affiliate of Caritas Christi, a Catholic-
affiliated organization operating six (6) community hospitals in Massachusetts.! For reasons
that are not fully disclosed, Caritas Christi walked away from the Landmark deal in late 2010.
During this same timeframe, the assets of Caritas Christi were purchased by Steward effective
November 2010. As a result, the Caritas Christi hospitals became the first hospital assets of

Steward.

8 See Gaube v. Landmark Medical Center P.M. No.: 08-4371 (“Landmark Special Mastership”),
Gaube v. Landmark Health Systems C.A. No.: 08-5893 (“LHS Special Mastership”) and Charest
v. Northern Rhode Island Rehab Management Associates, Limited Partnership PB No.: 08-7186
(“RHRI Special Mastership” and collectively, “the Special Mastership”).

® See Attorney General’s Decision regarding the affiliation of Steward Health Care System,
LLC, Steward Medical Holdings, LLC, Blackstone Medical Center, Inc. and Blackstone
Rehabilitation Hospital, Inc. and Jonathan N. Savage, Esq., in his capacity as the court-appointed
Special Master for Landmark Health Systems, Inc., Landmark Medical Center and Northern
Rhode Island Rehab Management Associates, L.P. d/b/a Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode
Island, dated, May 25, 2012. (the “Landmark/Steward Decision™).

10 This Asset Purchase Agreement was signed only by CCHC Healthcare, Inc. and was not
placed before the Court for approval.




After the split with Caritas Christi, the Special Master began to seek other bidders for
Landmark, This was done using a formal bidding process through the Court. Several bidders
presented themselves as interested in purchasing Landmark’s assets. 11 On April 14 and 15,
2011, detailed bid hearings were held to review the bids. Prime was one of the bidders who
participated in the bid hearings. After the hearings, a winning bidder was not automatically
awarded. Instead, the Court gave the bidders additional time to “satisfy any and all of their
respective contingencies to closing other than court and regulatory approval.” See Landmark
Special Mastership Order at para. 1, (dated, April 29, 2011). The contingency at issue regarding
Prime was: “[g]ood faith negotiation of a mutually acceptable agreement with Blue Cross.”'* See
Id. at para. 2(c). In a letter dated, May 6, 2011, Prime indicated to the Court that an agreement
had been reached with Blue Cross.

The Court held an additional hearir;g on May 10, 2011 to choose a bidder. At that
hearing, it was evident that all bidders had outstanding issues that the Court would like resolved
before rendering a decision choosing a bidder. The issue regarding Prime was a recent news
story that included allegations questioning the rates of particular diseases that certain Prime
hospitals were reporting and the appropriateness of Prime’s coding of such diseases. On May
12, 2011, Prime sent a seven (7) page letter with thirteen (13) pages of attachments to the Court
outlining its position regarding these allegations. Shortly thereafter, on May 16, 2011, Prime
sent a letter to the Special Master withdrawing its bid for Landmark. Its reasoning was “Blue
Cross’ unwillingness to negotiate a fair and reasonable contract...”. Prime also expressed

concern “about a process where [the Special Master is] permitted to communicate with new

11 One bidder, HealthSouth was only interested in purchase of the assets of the Rehabilitation
Hospital of Rhode Island.
12 «Blue Cross” refers throughout to Blue Cross Blue Shield of Rhode Island.
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bidders at this late stage.” Surprisingly, after the bid hearings, but before decision, one by one,
each bidder, including Prime, withdrew its bid leaving no bidder for Landmark.

With all bidders gone, Steward re-appeared on the scene. Days after all bidders left, on
May 31, 2011, the Court approved an Asset Purchase Agreement with Steward presented by the
Special Master. Steward subsequently filed a hospital conversion initial application in October
2011. Thereafter, a full hospital conversion review was performed, consisting of reviewing
voluminous documentation, conducting numerous interviews, issuance and response to over
eighty (80) follow-up questions and holding two public informational meetings. In all, this
process from beginning to end took almost a year, four months of which was waiting for Steward
to file the initial application after being chosen.

After this comprehensive review, the Attorney General approved the hospital conversion
application involving Steward on May 25, 2012. The parties were given sixty (60) days to close
the transaction. During this time, Steward attempted to negotiate a provider agreement with Blue
Cross. Several parties attempted to facilitate these negotiations, including Judge Silverstein, the
presiding justice in the Special Mastership, who appointed a mediator to assist and the Attorney
General, who personally tried to facilitate negotiations. Ultimately, an agreement was not
reached between Steward and Blue Cross. Thereafter, Steward formally walked away from the
transaction upon sending a September 27, 2012 letter to the Special Master. It should be pointed
out that while the existence of an agreement with Blue Cross was a specific condition precendent
of the previous deal with Caritas Christi, it was not included as a condition in the Steward Asset
Purchase Agreement. While Steward’s letter stated that the reason for the withdrawal was that

closing had not taken place within the timeframe stated in the Steward Asset Purchase

1> As outlined herein, this statement is seemingly a reference to Steward.

9




Agreement,™ it is clear that the failure of an agreement with Blue Cross was the real issue.
Indeed, Steward has sued Blue Cross in the United States District Court for the District of Rhode
Island specifically stating that: "[bly engaging in the anti-competitive conduct described [in this
Complaint], including its refusal to negotiate in good faith for reasonable reimbursement rates
for Landmark, its needless and intentional disruption of Landmark’s patient and payment flows,
further damaging the hospital’s already troui)led finances, and its active role in discouraging
other health care providers from dealing with Steward, [Blue Cross] purposely thwarted
Steward’s acquisition and planned revitalization of Landmark and thereby excluded [Steward]
from Rhode Island...” See Complaint filed by Steward Health Care System, LLC, et. al. Case
No. 13-405-S. This case is currently pending before the United States District Court for the
District of Rhode Island.

The Attorney General notes that conducting a hospital conversion review requires the
commitment of a substantial amount of resources at the Department of Attorney General.”® A
hospital conversion review also takes staff and resources away from other projects that could
benefit the people of the State of Rhode Island. Suffice to say that a large amount of resources
were expended on the review of Steward’s proposed purchase.

Needless to say, the failure of Steward to go through with the purchase of Landmark and

Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island was deeply disappointing to all involved, especially to

' The date included in the Steward Asset Purchase Agreement was July 20, 2012. This
expectation of a closing on such date was clearly not contemplated as several continuances for
the closing date required in the Landmark/Steward Decision were requested and Steward
continued to move towards a closing well after July 20, 2012.

B addition, resources of the Department of Health were also taxed, where there was not only
the hospital conversion review, but a separate review for Change in Effective Control, which
resulted in a number of meetings of the Health Services Project Review Committee that were
performed on an expedited basis.

‘10




the loyal staff of Landmark Medical Center and the Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island and
the patients they serve.

Faced again with a situation where there was no bidder for Landmark, the Special Master
began to reach out to potential bidders. See Response to Initial Application Question 1. Entities
that the Special Master spoke to included Care New England, Lifespan, CharterCare and Prime.
Id. As aresult of these discussions, on October 9, 2012, the Special Master’s presented an Asset
Purchase Agreement with Prime to the Court for approval. It has been indicated that the Prime
Asset Purchase Agreeinent was based upon the Steward Asset Purchase Agreement. See
Response to Initial Application Question 55.

In response to this turn of events, the Attorney General responded and brought several
concerns regarding Prime and the Prime Asset Purchase Agreement to the Court’s attention.
Aﬁmng those concerns, the Attorney General requested: (1) the Special Master’s due diligence
on Prime; (2) that in the event there may be others that are interested in purchasing Landmark, a
transparent bid process shall be created; and (3) that the Court should require a guarantee by the
parent corporation for Prime-Landmark’s obligations under the Prime Asset Purchase
Agreement. See Landmark Special Mastership, Attorney General’s Response to Special
Master’s Petition for Instructions Regarding Asset Purchase Agreement Presented to the Special
Master by Prime 'Healthcare Services-Landmark, LLC, (dated, October 5, 2012). However, at
the hearing on October 31, 2012, the Court approved the Prime Asset Purchase Agreement with
no further proceedings.'®

The Transacting Parties filed the Initial Application approximately two months later, on

January 2, 2013. On February 1, 2013, the Departments informed the Transacting Parties that

1 Both Care New England and Lifespan had representatives that appeared at the October 31,
2013 hearing.
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the Initial Application was incomplete and requested significant additional information. On
March 14, 2013 the Transacting Parties re-filed their Initial Application. On March 29, 2013, the
Departments again informed the Transacting Parties that the Initial Application was incomplete.
At such timé, the hospital conversion review was suspended. The only other alternative to
suspension was rejection of the Initial Application, which would have resulted in the Transacting
Parties having to re-file the entire application. Instead, the suspension allowed the Transacting
Parties to work from the point where they were already and keep moving forward toward
completeness.!” Further, suspension causes no prejudice to the Transacting Parties as it is the
legal equivalent of a rejection as the Transacting Parties are given a detailed explanation of the
reason for suspension. See R.I. Gen. Laws §23-17.14-10(2)(2).

On April 3, 2013, an additional more detailed description of the information necessary to
complete the Initial Application was provided to the Transacting Parties. On April 18, 2012, the
Transacting Parties filed additional information. On May 3, 2013, the Transacting Parties were
again informed that the Initial Application was incomplete. On May 21, 2013, the Departments
officially requested that Prime Management be added as a Transacting Party.

An issue that caused a significant amount of delay in this process was the question of
whether Prime Management should be included as a Transacting Party on the Initial Application.
Early on it was clear to the Deﬁartments that Prime Management has a significant role in the
operation of Prime and its hospitals. Indeed, Prime Management was the only entity identified
by Prime involved with the hospitals that actually had employees. See Response to Initial

Application Question 38. None of the entities on the corporate chart above the Prime hospitals

17 Interestingly, the Special Master drafted an appeal of the Departments® suspension of the
review even though he thanked the Departments for using the same procedure in the Steward
review and invited such procedure again if necessary. The appeal was never filed.
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have any employees. Id. All of the individuals identified on the PHSI website as management
are employed by Prime Management. Id. They are wor_:king for PHSI pursuant to a management
agreement. -See Initial Application Exhibit 1(f) at pg. 7. Despite these facts, Prime repeatedly
objected to the inclusion of Prime Management. Prime flew out its Tnterim General Cqunsel at
the time, David Grant, to convince the Departments that Prime Management should not be
included as a Transacting Party. After that meeting had no impact on the Departments’ position
’;hat Prime Management be included in the review of the transaction, Prime provided a ten (10)
‘page memorandum plus two corporate charts outlining the inter-relationship between the Prime
entities and Prime Management. See Initial Application Exhibit 1(f). This Memorandum only
solidified the Departments’ position that the Initial Application was incomplete without Prime
Management, the entity that employs the entire management team of PHSIL. After weeks of a
number of meetings and communications about Prime Management, Prime finally agreed to
include Prime Management as a Transacting Party to the Initial Application in June of 2013.
Accordingly, weeks of delay in this review were directly caused by Prime’s position that Prime
Management not be included iﬁ the review.'®

Finally, on June 28, 2013 the Initia] Application was deemed complete with the condition
- that new copies of the Ipitial Application be filed incorporating the confidentiality decision made
by the Attorney General wherein some documents that were originally requested to be deemed
confidential were deemed public. On July 8, 2013, the Transacting Parties filed the final version

of the Initial Application with the Departments.

18 1t should be noted that the applicant in a hospital conversion review initially chooses the
entities to include as a required “Transacting Party” pursuant to the Hospital Conversions Act. It
was Prime’s choice not to either include Prime Management in the first place or to have a
conversation with the Departments about whether Prime Management should be included given
the unusual inter-relationship between these entities.

13




During the review, five (5) sets of Supplemental Questions consisting of one hundred and
sixty (160) questions were sent to and responded to by the Transacting Parties.
IV. DISCUSSION

As outlined above, the review criteria contained in the Hospital Conversions Act
applicable to the Proposed Transaction consists of thirty (30) requirements. For organizational
purposes we have addressed them grouped by topic below.

A. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Numerous provisions of the Hospital Conversions Act involve a review of the actions of the
board of directors of the existing hospital.”” In the Laﬁdmark/Steward Decision, the Attorney
General provided a review of the action of the board of directors before mastership as well as the
Special Master’s actions leading to the Landmark/Steward transaction. See Landmark/Steward
Decision at pg. 13-16. The Attorney General incorporates by reference the findings of the
Landmark/Steward decision regarding actions prior to the Special Mastership as well as the
actions of the Special Master leading up to the Steward transaction. Actions taken subsequent to
the Landmark/Steward Decision are outlined below.

1. Duties of the Board of Directors

As stated in the Landmark/Steward Decision, once the Special Master was appointed, the
Boards of Directors of Landmark Medical Ce.ant'er and the Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode
Island were disbanded. Since that time, the Special Master has, in essence, acted in the capacity
of the Board of Directors at each hospital, making all major decisions with regard to the fate of
Landmark Medical Center and the Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island with court approval

of certain actions. The absence of a Board of Directors is not contemplated by the Hospital

1 See e.g., Hospital Conversions Act, R. . Gen. Laws §§ 23-17.14-7(c) 3), (4), (5), (8), (9),
(10), (11), (13), (14), (15), and (23).
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Conversion Act. The Act requires review of the decisions leading up to a conversion to ascertain
whether the directors fulfilled their fiduciary duties to the hospital. Because the Special Master
has taken on the responsibility of the Board, the Attorney General will review his actions through
the lens of the Hospital Conversion Act criteria applicable to the Board of Directors.

The first criteria of the Hospital Conversions Act guiding the review of the actions of the
Special Master in pursuing a conversion is governed by R.L. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c)3). This
section requires review of whether there was “appropriate criteria [used] in deciding to pursue a
conversion in relation to carrying out [the hospital’s] mission and purposes.” With regard to this
particular provision, the Special Master was presented with a situation where a conversion was
inevitable given the filing of the Petitions for Special Mastership. This process has taken a
number of twists and turns in locating a buyer. Again, we will start the discussion of this
statutory criteria after the Landmark/Steward Decision and examine the actions leading to the
choice of Prime as 1;he successful bidder.

As stated above, there was an involved bid process held in April 2011 in which Prime
participated. The criteria necessary to be a successful bidder through the bid process was
included in the Court’s Order in the Landmark Special Mastership of February 14, 2011. These
criteria included:

(i) The purchase price;

(ii) The experience of the Qualified Purchaser in running healthcare facilities, and, if
appropriate, financially-distressed healthcare facilities;

(iii) The capitalization or access to capital of the Qualified Purchaser;

(iv) The minimum amount of capital that the Qualified Purchaser is willing to
contractually commit to the successor LMC and/or NRIRMA entity(ies) (exclusive of
capital dedicated to the purchase price);

(v) A five year pro forma cash flow projection of the successor LMC and/or NRIRMA
entity(ies);
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(vi) The period of time that the Qualified Purchaser is willing to contractually commit not
to sell the assets and business or equity interest in LMC if it becomes the successful
purchaser;

(vii) How the Qualified Purchaser intends to meet the healthcare needs of the community
currently serviced by LMC including, without limitation, (i) any services that the
Qualified Purchaser anticipates terminating; and

(viii) The approximate number of employees that the Qualified Purchaser anticipates
retaining.

The bid process in which Prime participated in extensively prior to its withdrawal and that
ultimately resulted by default in the asset purchase agreement with Steward (upon which the
Prime Asset Purchase Agreement is based) was dictated by the Rhode Island Superior Court.
The criteria, considered in broad strokes, sought an entity that could continue to operate
Landmark Medical Center and the Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island in as close to their
current forms as possible.

The Special Master outlines the steps he took in choosing Prime in detail within the
Initial Application. See Résponse to Initial Application Question 13. As outlined therein, he
chose to originally speak to Prime because it has already been a “finalist” in the previous bid
process. Id. He also indicates that he approached Care New England, with whom he had
extensive discussion, however, ultimately Care New England decided not to pursue Landmark.
Thereafter he approached Lifespan along with Landmark’s President Richard Charest and the
attorney to the Union, Christopher Callacci. He also states that other members of state
government® tried to engage with Lifespan to put forth a proposal similar to its previous
proposal early on in the Special Mastership that would be a so-called “treat and transfer” model
whereby the number of hospital beds would be reduced and certain care would be transferred

outside the hospital. The Special Master has stated several times that he does not support a

2% The Attorney General is not aware of the particulars of these referenced meetings and was not
involved in these meetings. ‘
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model that results in anything less than a full service community hospital. The Special Master
indicated that he approached CharterCare who also did not submit a proposal. In discussion of
his choice of Prime, the Special Master emphasizes that when Steward walked away, the issue
that he was concerned about was “the financial ability of [Landmark] to continue while a new
purchaser was sought and the process re-commenced with a new buyer.” Id. While the wisdom
of this path to locating a buyer remains to be seen, for the purposes of the Hospital Conversion
Act review, we find that the Special Master met the minimum requirements of R.I. Gen. Laws §
23-17.14-7(c)(3).

The next section, R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c)(4) requires a review of “[w]hether the
board formulated and issued appropriate requests for proposals in pursuing a conversion.” An
additional section requires review of “whether the board exercised due care in assigning a value
to the existing hospital and its charitable assets in proceeding to ~negotiate the proposed
conversion.” See R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c)(10). These two requirements are so
intertwined with the Court approved bid process discussed in the previous section, we find such
criteria are also met based upon the information set forth above.

2. Board Use of Consultants

Two criteria in the Hospital Conversions Act deal with a board’s use of consultants. See
R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 23-17.14-7(c)(8) and (9):

(8) Whether the board exercised due care in engaging consultants with the appropriate
level of independence, education, and experience in similar conversions; and

(9) Whether the board exercised due care in accepting assumptions and conclusions
provided by consultants engaged to assist in the proposed conversion.
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As outlined in the Initial Application, the Special Master engaged consultants during his
five (5) year tenure.?! These include lawyers, lobbyists, accountants and other health care
professionals. Experts utilized early on in the Landmark Special Mastership, such as
PricewaterhouseCoopers and Vector Group did not appear to be utilized at all in the more recent
past since the time of the Landmark/Steward Decision. As stated below, the Special Master
continued with the same public relations and lobbyists, but they were engaged by Prime. Such
consultants are typically not relevant to the Hospital Conversions review criteria on the board’s
use of consultants as they do not directly provide advice on the proposed conversion. As
outlined below, while the Special Master had originally engaged Joshua Nemzoff of Nemzoff &
Company ("Nemzoff") to provide assistance in locating Steward and although Nerﬁzoff’s
assistance was sought again by the Special Master, Nemzoff was hired by Prime instead. It is
unclear that the Special Master conferred with any consultants in reaching the deal with Prime.
When asked for the names of the individuals who prepared the Asset Purchase Agreement, an
attorney from the Special Master’s firm was the only individual representing Landmark.?? While
the Special Master requested and received permission to hire the law firm of Nixon Peabody to
assist with the Proposed Transaction, his request was months after Prime was chosen and the
Prime Asset Purchase Agreement was already approvc;d. Therefore, it does not appear that in
this portion of the transaction that the Special Master relied upon the advice of a consultant
regarding the choice of Prime. Accordingly, the only consultant that has changed (other than
now being employed by Prime) is Nixon Peabody, who was court-approved. The Department of
Attorney General has no reason to second guess the judgment of the Court regarding the

propriety of the engagement of Nixon Peabody.

2! See Response to Initial Application Question 60.
22 Nemzoff was listed, but was presumably working for Prime.
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With regard to the care given “in accepting assumptions and conclusions provided by
consultants,” the Department of Attorney General is not privy to the advice provided by these
consultants other than any documents submitted with the Initial Application or through the court
process. No final reports regarding Prime were produced. It is unclear if more than advice |
regarding the regulatory process was provided by consultants in this chapter of the transaction.
Accordingly, the Department of Attorney General has found nothing to refute that the Special
Master’s decision to accept the assumptions and conclusions provided by the consultants, to the
extent there were any, was with due care.

3. Remaining Board Criteria

Regarding the remaining criteria of this type, the Transacting Parties have not disclosed
any management contracts between Prime and any Landmark entity or employee with regard to
the Proposed Transaction. See R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c)(14). The only management
agreement disclosed is that involving Prime Management’s provision of certain services to
Prime-Landmark after the Proposed Transaction, as it does with all of its hospitals. With that
regard, DOH has mandatory‘ conditions pursuant to the Hospital Conversions Act addressing
agreements between affiliates. See R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-28.

The Prime Asset Purchase Agreement does not include consideration that is based upon
future or contingent value based upon success of the new hospital. See R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-
17.14-7(c)(11). The Special Master is an attorney and was also represented by and consulted
with various attorneys at his law firm throughout the Special Mastership as well as hiring special
outside health care counsel. See R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c)(15). The Department of

Attorney General has no information that the “officers, board members, directors, or senior
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management deliberately acted or failed to act in a2 manner that impacted negatively on the value
or purchase price.” See R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c)(23).

When asked on a conflict of interest form whether the Special Master’s law firm,
Shechtman Halperin Savage, LLP, had been promised any business relationships with one or
more of the Transacting Parties, the answer was in the negative. See Supplement 1, Exhibit 31
and R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c)(13). When asked whether it intends to or has any verbal or
written agreement to become a director, officer, employee, consultant, contractor or other
representative of one or more of the Transacting Parties, the firm similarly answered in the
negative. Id. This information addresses R.1. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c)(13). Therefore, the
additional miscellaneous Hospital Conversions Act criteria that must be reviewed regarding
board actions have been satisfied.

As outlined above, with regard to the Hospital Conversions Act board criteria, while it is
difficult to judge the actions of the Special Master in choosing to bring Prime to the Court for
approval, it does not appear, given that Prime participated in the previous bid process and absent
any information provided from other potential bidders asserting unfairness of the process, that
they have violated any provision Qf the Hospital Conversions Act?

B. CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

Numerous provisions of the Hospital Conversions Act deal with conflicts of interest>* The
Attorney General has reviewed the criteria in the Act to determine whether the Transacting

Parties and their consultants have avoided conflicts of interest.

23 See Hospital Conversions Act, R. I. Gen. Laws §§ 23-17.14-7(c)(3), (4), (5), (8), (9), (10),
(11), (13), (14), (15) and (23).
# See R.]. Gen. Laws §§ 23-17.14-7(c) (6), (7), (12), (22) and (25) (iv).

20




1. Conflict of Interest Forms

As part of the Initial Application, certain individuals associated with the Transacting
Parties were required to execute conflict of interest forms. These included officers, directors and
senior management for Landmark and Prime. Individuals completing the conflict of interest
forms were asked to provide information to determine conflicts of interest such as their
affiliation with the Transacting Parties, their relationships with vendors and their future
involvement with the Transacting Parties. Prime submitted forty-two (42) executed conflict of
interest forms and Landmark submitted seventy-five (75) forms. All statements submitted were
signed and notarized. See Initial Application Exhibit 15(a) and (b) and supplemental responses.
After reviewing all forms, the Attorney General determines that none of the submitted forms
revealed any conflict of interest.

Two conflict of interest forms from Prime were missing. Neither‘ former Prime CEO
Laxman Reddy, the brother-in-law of Prime’s current CEO Prem Reddy, nor the former Prime
éFO, Roger Krissman provided forms. Both local counsel for Prime and the Attorney General
contacted these individuals to obtain forms. While they are no longer employed by Prime, their
forms are required. One should not be able to avoid providing a conflict form because of change
in employment. Clearly the forms from these individuals are relevant. These individuals have
failed to cooperate with the Attorney General’s review. Because no forms have been provided
the Attorney General has made an inference that a conflict of interest exists with regard to these
individuals and any future dealings between Prime and these individuals will be considered
suspect and in the event the Attorney General obtains additional information, further action may

be taken.

21




2. Consultants

The Hospital Conversions Act requires a review of the possibility of conflicts of interests
with regard to consultants engaged in connection with the Proposed Transaction. R.I. Gen. Laws
§§ 23-17.14-7(c)(6) and (7). The Special Master engaged several entities for consultation and
advice early in the Mastership, including: (i) PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP (“PWC>), a health
industry advisory company; (ii) Vector Group, a health industry advisory company; (iii) JACA
Architects; (iv) True North Communiéations (“True North™), a public relations firm; (v) Kahn,
Litwin, Renza & Co. Ltd., an accounting firm; and (vi) Capitol City Group, Ltd. (“Capitol City”)
a lobbying firm. The majority of these consultants continued to assist the Special Mastership
after Steward’s withdrawal and into the Proposed Transaction. In the instant maiter, the Special
Master sought permission to hire an additional consultant, Nixon Peabody LLP, (“Nixon
Peabody™) health care law attorneys, to assist with this transaction. >

On behalf of Prime, several consultants were engaged including Government Strategies,
Inc., a lobbying firm, and the Law Offices of Michael Sarrao, Capitol City and True North were
originally consultants to the Special Master, but were switched over to Prime.>’” See Initial

Application Response to Question 60. The Transacting Parties agreed to “share” these two

consultan’cs_.28 While the switching of consultants from the buyer to the seller during a

23 See Special Mastership Order granting the Special Master’s Amended Petition to Hire Legal
Counsel, dated, February 25, 2012.

%6 Nixon Peabody previously represented Steward in its bid to purchase Landmark (albeit in a
limited role) previously represented 21* Century Oncology (which operates the Cancer Center at
Landmark) and also represented a significant creditor to Landmark, Siemens Medical Solutions
USA, Inc. The Superior Court did not find any issue with these previous representations and
a;aproved the retention of Nixon Peabody.

Tht appears that True North was officially switched in March of 2013 and Capitol City in April
2013.

?% The Initial Application states: “although Prime will pay for their services, relieving the
Mastership estate of the costs, nonetheless, Capitol City Group and True North Communications
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transaction is inherently suspect, due to the nature of these consultants as public relations and
lobbying consultants, so long as the Transacting Parties interests were aligned, this arrangement
was acceptable. However, generally the switching of consultants from one side to the other
requires additional scrutiny.

a. Nemzoff

Another consultant who has originally contracted with the Special Master and decided to
align with Prime later in the transaction is Joshua Nemzoff of Nemzoff & Company. The
Special Master engaged Nemzoff as a “Hospital Acquisition Advisor” in the bid process that lead
to the Landmark/Steward deal to market the assets and businesses of Landmark to qualified
prospective purchasers. ” The terms of Nemzoff’s engagement required him to coordinate
negotiations and accomplish a transaction with an identified purchaser. Id. Pursuant to the
arrangement, Nemzoff would be entitled to an hourly rate for fixed work and for a certain lump
sum (“Finder’s Fee”) if he identified the successful bidder. See Original Nemzoff Agreement at
Section IV. His agreement had certain carve-outs to the Finder’s Fee for known bidders that
were already interested in Landmark, as seemingly the point of the Finder’s Fee was an
additional bonus for finding the bidder. Nemzoff sought the Finder’s Fee in the previous
transaction even though his agreement contained a carve-out for Caritas Christi, the predecessor
of Steward and Steward was the succeséful bidder. In the Landmark/Steward Deci_sibn, the
Attorney General prohibited the payment of the Finder’s Fee to Nemzoff. See Condition 13 of

the Landmark Steward Decision.

will be available to assist the Special Master whenever necessary.” See Initial Application
Response to Question 60.

% See Landmark Special Mastership Order Appointing Special Master dated, July 25, 2008 at
para. 5 with Letter Agreement between the Special Master and Nemzoff, dated, January 13,
2011. (“Original Nemzoff Agreement™).
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Even before the Landmark/Steward transaction publicly fell through, the Special Master
contacted Nemzoff to determine if he was interested in assisting the Special Master again to
identify a buyer for Landmark. See Response to Supplement 3, Exhibit 13. Nemzoff responded
in an email on August 30, 2012, detailing his displeasure with the Attorney General’s prohibitioﬁ
on payment of his Finder’s Fee. Id. He told the Special Master he would only assist the Special
Mastership in finding a new entity to acquire Landmark under certain terms. First, the
agreement would be for $500,000.00 and would “apply to anyone that buys the hospital.” Id.
Nemzoff also cnﬁouraged the Special Master in this email to consider Prime as the best choice to
acquire Landmark commenting that alternatives to Prime are not as “strong and they are not risk
takers.” Id. In another plug for Prime, Nemzoff stated that Prime will likely resolve the Steward
debt noting that in comparison to the alternatives “Prime is going to be much more likely to
pay.” Id.

Days after this email exchange, the Special Master’s relationship with Nemzoff ended
aqd Nemzoff's relationship with Prime began.’® A review of this timeframe is essential to
deteﬁnining whether Nemzoff’s conduct violates R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7 (¢)(22), which
requires an analysis of “whether the individuals who represented the existing hospital in
negotiations avoided conflicts of interest.” Within days of advising the Special Master to “talk
with Prime,” Nemzoff signed an agreemeﬁt to work for Prime in connection with “any

531

transaction related to Landmark Medical Center and related entities.””” Nemzoff was present in

30 See Email from the Special Master to his counsel dated, September 15, 2012 wherein he states
“Josh is no longer working for us but is now working for Prime.” See Response to Supplement 3,
Exhibit 13 page 1.

3 See Initial Application Confidential Exhibit Number 61(a) - Nemzoff Financial Advisory and
Consulting Agreement dated, September 11, 2012. This agreement was deemed confidential
along with the other agreements filed with the consultants. At the request of the Attorney
General the parties consented to this information being deemed public.
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court on October 31, 2012 when the Special Master sought permission for approval of the Prime
Asset Purchase Agreement.

The Attornéy General reviewed the agreement between Nemzoff and Prime (“Nemzoff-
Prime Agreement”).*? This agreement was not for any certain term, but only included an
engagement regarding Landmark. Jd. The fee included in this agreement was $250,000. Id. Of
interest, Nemzoff began including the following language in his new agreements after the
Attorney General prohibited his Finder’s Fee in the Landmark/Steward transaction:

In the event that any regulatory or judicial entity attempts to stoé the Company from

paying these fees or makes any approval of this transaction contingent upon not paying

these fees, then the Company shall not proceed with the closing of this transaction.
See Supplement 2, Financial Advisory and Consulting Agreement between Prime and Nemzoff
filed in the New Jersey Attorney General Application for the transfer of ownership of St.
Michael’s Medical Center at 005037-005039. The Attorney General notes that the legal
enforceability of such provision is questionable.

For unknown reasons another agreement between Nemzoff and Prime (“Nemzoff-Prime
Long Term Agreement”) was entered on March 27, 2013 for the time frame from April 15, 2013
to April 15, 2014. See Supplement 4, Response to Question S4-2, Exhibit 2. It outlined a scope
of services that included “regular and customary consulting advice concerning financial matters
relating or pertinent to [PHSI}” and included an up-front fee of $500,000 “to cover all of the

services that have been rendered by the Consultant up to and including [the] date [of the

agreement].” See Nemzoff-Prime Long Term Agreement at para 3(a). For the remainder of the

32 See Initial Application Confidential Exhibit Number 61(a) - Nemzoff Financial Advisory and
Consulting Agreement dated, September 11, 2012. This agreement was deemed confidential
along with the other agreements filed with the consultants. At the request of the Attorney
General the parties consented to this information being deemed public.
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year, Nemzoff was to be paid $50,000 per month. See Nemzoff-Prime Long Term .Agreement
para. 3(b).

After this agreement was signed, a payment was made by Prime to Nemzoff in the
amount of Five Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($550,000). See Responses to Supplemental
Question S1-41 and S3-3. A month following this payment, Prime reported that their
relationship with Nemzoff was terminated. See Response to Supplemental Question S1-41.

Overall, Nemzoff’s role in this transaction since the withdrawal of Steward has been
questionable. In the previous transaction, his agreement with the Special Master was approved
by the Court and he clearly participated throughout the bid process and throughout the
Landmark/Steward transaction. It is not appropriate for a consultant of the nature of Nemzoff to
switch from Landmark to one of the competing bidders that he was charged with reviewing in
the original transaction. From thé start of this transaction, he lobbied the Special Master to
choose Prime and then shortly thereafter was engaged by Prime for $250,000 regarding work
with Landmark. Thereafter for reasons that are not clear, he was given another contract for more
money, slightly in excess of the original prohibited Finder’s Fee he felt he was entitled to from
the Landmark/Steward deal. While it is possible that the Special Master reviewed other potential
bidders and independently decided that Prime was the best candidate for the acquisition of
Landmark, Nemzoff’s switch to Prime is a conflict of interest. In certain other circumstances
and with additional facts with regard to the money paid by Prime, a relationship such as the one

between Prime and Nemzoff could have resulted in denial of an Initial Application.
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b. Attorney Special Masters

Aside from the expenses Prime has incurred in acquiring Landmark,* the Attorney
General notes that the Special Mastership has generated a significant amount of income from this
case. For example, the amount requested by the Special Master in his Interim Reports on all
three special masterships totals approximately $4,871,966.93 34 In addition, the Special Master
hired his own firm, Schectman, Halperin, Savage, LLP, for litigation ancillary to the Mastership
proceeding. As was discussed in the Landmark/Steward Decision, the issue of the inherent
conflicts that arise from special mastership involving an attorney special master are intrinsic in
the process and will continue to be grappled with in future proceedings.

3. Negotiations And Conflicts

With the exception of the discussions outlined above, there was no information provided
which suggests that the individuals who represented the existing hospital in negotiations of the
Proposed Transaction had any impermissible conflicts of interest.®

4, Sale Proceeds And Conflicts

As contemplated by the structure of the purchase price outlined in the Asset Purchase

Agreement, there will be no proceeds from the Proposed Conversion. Therefore, there is no need

33 pursuant to an estimated accounting provided in Response to Initial Application Question #48,
exclusive of the Nemzoff settlement, minimally Prime estimates it will spend $266,000 on
attorneys’ fees, consultants, travel and additional costs in connectlon with acquiring Landmark.
3% This amount is based upon the Landmark Medical Center 1% to 40™ Interim Reports and Fee
Requests of the Special Master as well as the Fee Requests regarding Landmark Health Systems
and the Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island. The Attorney General is aware that the entire
amount of those fees is not finally determined. The Special Master has agreed to a few of the
Attorney General’s requests to remove fees and some amounts in dispute remain outstanding.
However, this is the amount that was requested.

3 R.I Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c)(22).
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to address whether the Transacting Parties have appropriately provided for the disposition of
proceeds.*

S. Prime Conflicts Of Interest

In response to various questions, Prime has indicated that no final determinations have
been made regarding future positions at Prime-Landmark.?” Given that response, the Attorney
General cannot determine if future conflicts of interest will exist.*®

C. VALUE OF TRANSACTION

The following Hospital Conversions Act criteria deal with valuation of the Proposed
Transaction. See R.I Gen. Laws §§ 23-17.14-7 (c)(17), (18) and (24):

(17) Whether the proposed conversion contemplates the appropriate and reasonable fair
market value;

(18) Whether the proposed conversion was based upon appropriate valuation methods
including, but not limited to, market approach, third party report or fairness opinion; and

(24) Whether the formula used in determining the value of the existing hospital was
appropriate and reasonable which may include, but not be limited to factors such as: the multiple
factor applied to the "EBITDA" — earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation, and amortization;
the time period of the evaluation; price/earnings multiples; the projected efficiency differences
between the existing hospital and the new hospital; and the historic value of any tax exemptions
granted to the existing hospital.

Given their relevant expertise in this area, the Attorney General consulted with its expert,
Health Strategies & Solutions, Inc., ("HS&S"), in making a determination regarding valuation.
According to the analysis of HS&S:

According to the Asset Purchase Agreement, Prime Healthcare Services, Inc.
(Prime) will expend a total of $43.3 million (subject to various adjustments), plus
the value of Net Working Capital as of the closing date for the acquisition of
[Landmark]. Prime states that it will also spend $4.5 million in the first five years
following closing for physician recruitment to meet the needs of the community.

36 See R.I Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c)(25)(iv).
37 See Initial Application Response to Questions 35, 36, 39 and 42.
38 R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c)(12).
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In addition, Prime expects to provide at least $15.0 million over this period for
“routine replacements™ at [Landmark].

A third party valuation analysis or fairness opinion was not completed with regard

to the proposed transaction. Because LHS has had negative earnings before

interest, taxes, depreciation, and amortization (EBITDA), margins over each of

the past several years, a multiple of earnings calculation, yields a negative value

for [Landmark].

The purchase commitment from Prime for the acquisition of [Landmark] is fair

and reasonable. This is based on review of available documentation, analysis

of [Landmark]'s current and historical operating performance, and interviews and

discussions with numerous individuals who participated in the negotiation

processes leading up to and specifically related to this transaction.

While it was clear at the public informational meetings that the value of Landmark

“Medical Center and the Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island to the people of Northern Rhode

Island is without measure, this does not translate into cash proceeds. It is clear this is an unusual
situation. Typically, there are proceeds in a hospital conversion, however, the Proposed
Transaction is designed such that Prime will pay certain obligations of Landmark Medical Center
and the Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island as well as provide future promises of capital. In
determining whether the valuation of the Proposed Transaction is correct, the report of HS&S
regarding the financial status® of Landmark Medical Center and the Rehabilitation Hospital of
Rhode Island as steadily deteriorating is also of assistance. Further, the bid process before the
Court during the Special Mastership and the previous bid by Steward that was approved by the

Court were instructive as to what the relevant market would pay for Landmark Medical Center

and the Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island.

% See Final Report of HS&S, Assessment of Operating and Financial Performance (dated,
October 25, 2013).
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Accordingly, given the information provided by HS&S, as well as the amount of offers of
other bidders through this five (5) year process, the criteria regarding valuation of the Proposed
Transaction has been met.

D. CHARITABLE ASSETS

The Department of Attorney General has the statutory and common law duty to protect
charitable assets within the State of Rhode Island.*’ In addition, the Hospital Conversions Act
specifically includes provisions dealing with the disposition of charitable assets in a hospital
conversion generally to ensure that the public’s interest in the funds is properly safeguarded.
With regard to the charitable assets of Landmark, the landscape has not changed significantly
from the time when they were reviewed and outlined in the Landmark/Steward Decision.

1. Disposition of Charitable Assets

In the Initial Application, the Transacting Parties identified the amount of $33,331.55 in
restricted funds (the “Restricted Funds™). See Response to Supplemental Question S5-2, Exhibit
2.4 Of such amount, $26,723 is attributable to the HRSA Hospital Preparedness Program
(“HRSA Grant”).*? Id. The remainder of the Restricted Funds are designated for the Heart
Center and the Cancer Center. Id. There are also charitable funds identified as “Unrestricted
Funds” totaling $19,468. Id.

In addition, as outlined in the Landmark/Steward Decision, a large amount of charitable
assets previously held by Landmark were amounts it reported that it received from an

endowment fund, the John R. Higgins Residuary Trust. Landmark previously provided

* See e.g., R.I. Gen. Laws § 18-9-1, et seq.

! This Exhibit consists of Initial Application Exhibit 28(b)(2) updated as of September 30,
2013.

2 1t was represented in the previous transaction that it is possible for the HRSA grant to be
transferred.
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documentation that thé funds in the Higgins Trust that were disbursed to Landmark in 2007 were
exhausted by Landmark, with the last amounts being spent in 201 1. The Attorney General
found in the Landmark/Steward Decision that there is no violation of the Charitable Trust Act
regarding the Higgins Trust based upon the information that was provided.44 |

With regard to the Restricted Funds, per the Hospital Conversions Act, in a hospital
conversion involving a not-for-profit corporation and a for-profit corporation, it is required that
any endowments, restricted, unrestricted and specific purpose funds be transferred to a charitable
foundation.”® In furtherance of that requirement, Landmark has indicated that it intends to
transfer all currently held specific purpose and restricted funds to the Rhode Island Foundation,
which will use the funds in accordance with the designated purpose. With an appropriate
agreement with the Rhode Island Foundation to manage these assets, the Attorney General finds
that the Proposed Transaction will not harm the public’s interest in the property given, devised or
bequeathed to Landmark for charitable purpose:s.47 The Attorney General notes that the Rhode
Island Foundation is specifically mentioned as an appropriate entity to manage funds as a result
of a hospital conversion.®®

2. Maintenance of the Mission, Agenda and Purpose of Landmark

The Hospital Conversion Act at R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c)(16) and R.I. Gen. Laws

§ 23-17.14-7(c)(25)(iii) requires consideration of the following:

# See Landmark/Steward Decision, pg. 25-26

# See R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c)(26).

“ R.I Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-22(a).

%6 See Response to Supplemental Question S2-25
T R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c) (1).

®R.L Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7-22(e).
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e Whether the proposed conversion results in an abandonment of the original
purposes of the existing hospital or whether a resulting entity will depart from the
traditional purposes and mission of the existing hospital such that a cy pres
proceeding would be necessary; and

e Whether the mission statement and program agenda will be or should be closely
related with the purposes of the mission of the existing hospital.

According to the original Articles of Incorporation for Woonsocket Community Health,
Inc.,*” the organization’s purpose was to:
[support] the advancement of the health of all persons through improving the
knowledge and practice of medicine, surgery, nursing, health planning, and other
activities related the care and treatment of such persons, and to support and
encourage charitable, scientific, and educational services and programs which are
consistent with such purposes...

See Initial Application Exhibit 10(a).

According to information provided in supplemental responses, the current mission
statement of Landmark Medical Center is to “provide a continuum of exceptional quality,
patient-centered services that improve health in a culturally competent manner that is creative
- and consistent with values aligned with our diverse communities.”>® The mission statement of
the Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island is of a similar nature: “[Clommit[ment] to providing
competent and compassionate comprehensive medical rehabilitation services, respectful of every
patient's dignity and cultural values, assuring patient's of achieving their greatest functional
outcomes in the most cost-effective manner.”*

Prime provided as its mission statement: “Prime Healthcare Services endeavors to

provide comprehensive, quality healthcare in a convenient, compassionate and cost effective

* Woonsocket Community Health Inc. was the sole member of Woonsocket Hospital, which
later became Landmark Medical Center. See Initial Application Response, Exhibit 10(a).

i 2 See Response to Supplemental Question S5-4.
Id.
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manner.” > While implied in Prime’s for-profit status that profit is an issue that will be
considered, Prime’s stated vision is in keeping with the current purposes of Landmark Medical |
Center and the Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island.”® Upon the closing of the Proposed
Transaction, the mission statements of Landmark Medical Center and the Rehabilitation Hospital
of Rhode Island will be changed to be identical to Prime’s Mission Statement. Id.

The Attorney General has also considered that Prime has purchased a number of
distressed hospitals as part of its business model and has stated publically that it has never closed
or sold any of its hospitals. See Testimony of Luis Leon, Transcript of Public Meeting,
September 30, 2013, at pg 5, lines 12-18. Prime represents that it purchased its first hospital in
2001 and now owns twenty-three (23) hospitals through PHSI and its affiliated foundation. See
Prime Healthcare Services Presentation to the Health Services Council, dated, July 9, 2013 at pg.
18. See also, Initial Application Question 1. Although there is no evidence that the Proposed
Transaction will differ significantly from the stated purposes of Landmark Medical Center and
the Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island, it is necessary that a cy pres be filed and granted to
ensure the proper vutilization of the remaining restricted funds and because this hospital
conversion includes the conversion of two non-profit entities’ assets for use by for-profit entities.

In further consideration of whether “a resulting entity will depart from the traditional
purposes and mission of the existing hospital,” the Attorney General reviewed Prime’s intention
to work with hospital leaders and community representative to de%zelop a Community Benefits
Advisory Council. See Response to Initial Application Question 33. Included therein, Prime
“will conduct a comprehensive community health needs assessment for those communities

within the hospitals’ primary service areas.” Id. The Community Benefits Advisory Council will

52
Id
BRI Gen. Laws §§ 23-17.14-7(c)(16) and (25)(iii).
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use this assessment to develop a “community benefits plan that identifies target populations,
specific programs and activities that address the identified assessment, and measure short-and
long-term goals for each program.” Id. Prime represents that each year a report will be produced
that will describe “the ascribed community benefits progrars, including those goals, outcomes,
and expenditurés.” Id. This report will be available to the public. Id.

Further, Rhode Island law requires that all licensed hospitals, whether non-profit or for-
profit, provide unreimbursed healthcare services to patients with an inability to pay.54 Therefore,
Prime will be required even as a for-profit hospital to provide a certain amount of charity care.
In addition, Prime has provided information in the Initial Application demonstrating its provision
of charity care in its other acquired hospitals. **

Finally, in consideration of whether the new entity will operate with a similar purpose,
pursuant to Section 10.3 of the Asset Purchase Agreement entitled “Maintenance of Services”
Prime has agreed to maintain Landmark Medical Center as an acute care hospital with an open
and accessible emergency department and an independent medical staff. > There is no guarantee
that services will continue as they have in the past. As with any merger, it is likely that some
changes will take place after Prime takes over the hospitals even though Prime has stated that it
“does not have any plans for changes to the existing services at LMC or RHRI.” See Initial
Application, Response to Questibn 53(b). Prime also states that it has not “had the opportunity
to meet with [local] physicians in any meaningful way concerning such changes.” Id. In
addition, Prime states in another response, that it “believes that plans to develop or change the

existing services at a hospital or to develop new services can only be determined after review of

% R.I Gen. Laws §§ 23-17.14-15(a)(1), (b) and (d).
%3 See Initial Application Exhibit 32(a).
56 See First Amendment to Asset Purchase Agreement at para. 2.
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sufficient data and input from local management, local physicians and other health providers,
and local community leaders.” See Response to Initial Application Question 57. It also states
that although services are being reviewed, it has “not yet made any final determinations
regarding whether such departments and/or services may need to be changed, by eliminating,
significantly reducing or enhancing such departments, and/or service in the interest of
operational efficiency following the proposed conversion.” See Response to Initial Application
Question 73. Accordingly, the Proposed Transaction does include a risk that Prime will change
the services provided at Landmark.

3. Foundation for Proceeds

In addition to dealing with charitable assets, the Hospital Conversions Act requires an
independent foundation to hold and distribute proceeds from a hospital conversion consistent
with the acquiree's original purpose.”’ With regard to the Proposed Transaction, the Asset
Purchase Agreement does not include a purchase price that will produce traditional proceeds as it
is structured upon payment of certain obligations and commitment to future investments in the
hospital. Accordingly, R.1. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-22 does not require a foundation for receipt of
proceeds.

E. TAX IMPLICATIONS

There are three criteria in the Hospitals Conversions Act that deal with the tax
implications of the Proposed Transaction. *® Currently, Landmark Medical Center and Landmark
Health Systems are non-profit corporations organized pursuant to Rhode Island law. Northern
Rhbode Island Rehab Management Associates, L.P. is a limited partnership organized pursuant to

the laws of Delaware. Upon the purchase of their assets by Prime, the resulting entities will be

*"RL Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-22(a) and R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c)(16).
58 See R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 23-17.14-7(c)(20), (21) and (25)(ii).
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for-profit entities and no longer immune from certain tax obligations. Clearly, this has an impact
on the tax status of these entities. *® This transaction represents the first full service hospital in
Rhode Island to change from a non-profit to a for-profit hospital. It is a marked change in how
hospitals in Rhode Island have traditionall§ been held. While some may be cautious about
allowing a for-profit entity to purchase Landmark Medical Center and Rehabilitation Hospital of
Rhode Island, in the instant matter this decision was not made in a typical fashion, but was made
by a Special Master with approval of the Rhode Island Superior Court in a situation involving a
distressed hospital and only one potential bidder. Such bidder was selected after the original for-
profit bidder withdrew after a year’s process towards a transaction and after four (4) years of the
hospitals being in Special Mastership. Thereafter, Prime was the only option offered to the
Superior Court for approval. Accordingly, the wisdom of choosing a for-profit company to
purchase a non-profit hospital is not a matter that warrants in-depth consideration given the
circumstances.

With regard to tax implications, in supplemental questions Prime was asked to provide an
estimate of real estate taxes it will pay upon closing the Proposed Transaction. See Response to
Initial Application Question 54. Prime responded that it expected to pay $946,000 in real estate
taxes to the City of Woonsocket.’’ See Response to Supplemental Question S1-88. It appears

that this figure is based upon a previous report from when the Caritas Christi deal was in the

% The question posed by R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c)(21) is whether the tax status of the

existing hospital is “jeopardized.” This characterization does not apply to the Proposed

Transaction as not only is it jeopardized, it is knowingly being changed from non-profit to for-
rofit.

go No real estate taxes will be paid by Prime to North Smithfield for RHRI as the real estate is

owned by another entity and is not being purchased in this transaction. Id,
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works several years ago.! See Response to Supplemental Question S2-13. This document
calculated an estimated tax to Woonsocket for Landmark Medical Center of approximately $2.2
Million Dollars based upon various assumptions and including the planned improvements
contemplated by the Caritas Christi Asset Purchase Agreement. The real estate tax portion is
stated as $946,000. Id

A review of the public record reveals that Landmark Medical Center currently has an
assessed value of $27,370,600.% Accordingly, using the available documents, it appears that the
tax payable to Woonsocket will be significant. The payment by Prime of substantial real estate
taxes is a significant factor in this Department's decision with regard to the Proposed
Transaction. Prime has indicated that it has not and will not seek a tax treaty from the City of
Woonsocket. See Response to Supplemental Questions S1-89 and S3-6. An estimate of
$1,965,834 in property and tangible tax was also provided, this amount including the additional
capital expenditures contemplated by the Asset Purchase Agreement. See Response to
Supplemental Question S3-6 and Exhibit 6. The payment of real estate taxes to Woonsocket,
that so desperately needs the resources, is a clear, tangible benefit directly resulting from the
Proposed Traﬁsaction. While it remains a question whether this beneﬁt will outweigh the
possible risks of allowing Rhode Island hospitals to be purchased by for-profit entities remains to
be seen, payment of real estate taxes to Woonsocket certainly represents a positive attribute of

Prime.

81 See Landmark Medical Center — Pro Forma Property and Tangible Tax Calculation (dated,
April 30, 2010).

82 See http://gis.vesi.com/woonsocketri/Parcel.aspx?pid=10626 (last accessed October 24, 2013).
5 The Attorney General has not verified any of the tax estimates contained in this Section and
has provided them for illustration only. The final amount will be determined by the City of
Woonsocket.
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In addition to real estate taxes, typically Prime would be required to pay Rhode Island
sales and use tax in certain situations. See R.I. Gen. Laws § 44-18-1 et seq., and 44-19-1, et. seq.
However, in 2010, legislation was passed to exempt Landmark Medical Center and any
successor in interest from payment of such taxes for the term of 12 years. § Accordingly, Prime
will be exempt from significant Rhode Island sales and’ uée ta%c that it would have owed until
2022. As aresult, Prime has already realized favorable tax treatment provided to no other
existing hospital in Rhode Island. &

As for the remaining review criteria contained in R.I. Gen. Laws §23-17.14-7(c)(20),
regarding “whether the conversion is proper under applicable state tax code provisions,” in
response to Question 54 of the Initial Application, the Transacting Parties have indicated that
“Prime has not prepared or received any opinions, reports or memoranda addressing the state and
federal tax implications of the proposed conversion.” Accordingly, the Attorney General makes
no finding with regard to whether the Proposed Transaction is proper under applicable state tax
code provisions. Regarding the tax status of the entity receiving the proceeds, no proceeds are
contemplated and the new entities will be for-profit. See R.L. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c)(25)(1i).

F. NEW ENTITY

The Attorney General must review certain criteria pursuant to the Hospital Conversions
Act that deals with the corporate governance of the new hospitals after the completion of the

Proposed Transaction. Below is an outline of the review of such requirements.

5 The result of such legislation was a new statutory provision codified at R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-
17.25-2.

55 This considerable concession bolsters the position that a tax treaty regarding real estate taxes is
not necessary.

8 See e.g., Hospital Conversions Act, R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 23-17.14-7(c)(25) (i), (v), (vi), (vii),
(viii), and (ix).
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1. Bvlaws and Articles of Incorporation

One issue that must be examined is whether the new entity has bylaws and articles of
incorporation. The new corporate entity that will purchase the assets of Landmark Medical
Center and the Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island is Prime Healthcare Services-Landmark,
LLC. Prime-Landmark, is a Delaware corporation incorporated on September 19, 2012. See
Initial Application Exhibit 10(f). The current bylawsm for Prime-Landmark were provided by
the Transacting Parties. Jd. After DOH raised concerns that the current bylaws did not comply
with the Rhode Island regulations for licensure of hospitals, revised bylaws that will be adopted
post-closing were provided. See Letter from Cynthia Warren (enclosing revised bylaws) dated,
July 8, 2013. These revised bylaws will be considered the Prime-Landmark Bylaws for purposes
of this Decision as they are the anticipated governing documents as required by DOH.
Therefore, bylaws and articles of incorporation have been provided for Prime Landmark.

Prime .Management is identified as the entity that will operate Landmark and
Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island. Prime Management is a California corporation
incorporated on February 24, 2004. Id Bylaws for Prime Management were provided in the
Initial Application. See Initial Application Exhibit 10(cc). Therefore, bylaws and articles of
incorporation have been provided for Prime Management. In addition, the relevant corporate
documents have been provided for Prime Healthcare Holdings, Inc. and Prime Healthcare
Services, Inc. See Initial Application Exhibits 10(gg) and 10(b). Accordingly, R.I. Gen. Laws §

23-17.14-7(c)(25)(v) has been satisfied.

61 Typically a limited liability company does not have bylaws. However, Prime-Landmark has
bylaws, as well as an operating agreement.
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2. Beard Composition

In addition to bylaws and articles of incorporation, specific criteria that must be considered
regarding the new corporate entities include analysis of the composition of the new boards.
Specifically, the Hospital Conversions Act requires review of:

(vi) whether the board of any new or continuing entity will be independent from the new
hospital;

(vii) whether the method for selecting board members, staff, and consultants is
appropriate; :

(viii) whether the board will-comprise an appropriate number of individuals with
experience in pertinent areas such as foundations, health care, business, labor, community
programs, financial management, legal, accounting, grant making and public members
representing diverse ethnic populations of the affected community; and

(ix) whether the size of the board and proposed length of board terms are sufficient.

See R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 22-17.14-7(c)(25)(vi), (vii), (viii) and (ix).
In Response to Question 7 of the Initial Application, the Transacting Parties state:

Prime-Landmark has not yet identified those individuals who will serve on the
local governing boards for Landmark Medical Center and Rehabilitation Hospital
of Rhode Island. Nonetheless, the local governing boards will be comprised of
local community leaders, medical staff members, and hospital management.
Prime-Landmark will seek input from all stakeholders as to the section of local
governing board members.

The response further states:

After the conversion, Prime-Landmark will be a wholly-owned subsidiary of
PHSI, and the Board of Directors of PHST will serve as the Board of Directors of
Prime-Landmark. Prime-Landmark will form local governing boards at
Landmark Medical Center and Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island. Each
governing board will bave five (5) to eleven (11) members including local
physicians and community leaders.
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According to lists of the members of the board of directors for the other Prime hospitals,
no other Prime hospital has less than five (5) board members.*® See Response to Initial
Application Question 7. Section 3 of the Prime-Landmark Bylaws outlines the requirements for
Iﬁémbers of the Prime-Landmark Board of Directors, including the mechanism via which
members are appointed. Criteria that is supposed to be considered includes:

(a)  Willingness to give as much time as is reasonably requested;
(b)  Auvailability to participate actively in Governing Board and committee
activities, especially those activities where the Governing Board Member
o has a special interest and expertise; -

() Experience in organizational and commumty activities;

(d)  Proficiency in the art of managing people and property; and

(¢)  Integrity, objectivity, and loyalty.
See Section 3.2. The Prime-Landmark Bylaws require no less than three (3) so-called Regular
Members. (Section 3.2) Ex-officio Members are also contemplated, including certain hospital
staff members. Id Only Regular Members are entitled to vote. Id. While Board Members have
significant authority (Section 3.8), PHSI retains broad control over certain aspects of Prime-
Landmark. For example, pursuant to Section 3.3, PSHI chooses all board members. It may also
remove members without cause (Section 3.5). The Chair of the PSHI Board, currently Dr.
Reddy, automatically serves as the Chair of the Prime-Landmark Board (Section 4.1) and
appoints all committee members (Section 3.4). Further, certain powers are expressly reserved to
PSHI (Section 6.7). These include: (i) election of regular members of the Governing Board; (ii)
removal of the CEO; (iii) approval of all capital and operating budgets; (iv) approval of any loan

or other facility from a financial institution; and (v) approval of any budgeted expenditure in

excess of such amount as determined, from time to time, by [PHSI].

68 The five (5) member Board of Directors for PHSI serves as the Board of Directors for the local
PHSI hospitals. The local governing boards for each hospital have no less than seven (7)
members. Id.
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Accordingly, the composition of the boards of Landmark Medical Center and the Rhode
Island Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island boards is not sufficiently clear to either ensure the
independence from the hospital or the diversity of experience required by the Hospital
Conversions Act. See R.I. Gen. Laws §22-17.14-7(c)(25)(vi) and (viii). No method for selecting
board members has been provided other than they will be selected by PHSI and certain criteria
will be considered. See R.I. Gen. Laws §22-17.14-7(c)(25)(vii). No concrete number of board
members has been provided and no number of directors has been required to be from the
community. Therefore, the Hospital Conversions Act criteria regarding the Boards of the new
entities havé not been met.

G. CHARACTER, COMMITMENT, COMPETENCE AND STANDING IN THE
COMMUNITY

An important and encompassing portion of the Hospital Conversions Act review criteria
requires review of “[wlhether the character, commﬁment, competence and standing in the
community, or any other communities served by the transacting parties are satisfactory” See R.I.
Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-7(c)(28). As stated above, a PHSI subsidiary incorporated specifically for
this Proposed Transaction, Prime-Landmark, is buying the assets of Landmark. Prime
Management is going to provide certain management services to Landmark. PHSI will have
significant control over Landmark and is the owner/operator of twenty-three (23) ‘other hospitals.
Therefore it is the relevant entity to review in accordance with the requirements of this statutory
provision. |

1. Character

As stated above, PHSI was incorporated on March 27, ZOQO. See Initial Application

Exhibit 10(bb). Prime represents that it purchased its first hospital in 2001 and now owns

twenty-three (23) hospitals through PHSI and its affiliated foundation. See Prime Healthcare
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Services Presentation to the Health Services Council, dated, Juiy 9,2013 at pg. 18. See also,
Initial Application Question 1. The first Prime hospital was Desert Valley Hospital that Dr.
Reddy has indicated he built from the “ground up.” Transcript of Health Services Council, July
9, 2013, Testimony of Prem Reddy, at pg. 35, lines 7-11. As stated above, Prime indicates that it
has never sold or closed a hospital that it has purchased.

On the other hand, there are some issues of concern to the Attorney General regérding
Prime. The first is a recent Resolution Agreement with the Office of Civil Rights and the other
is an outstanding subpoena issued by the Department of Justice and the Office of Inspector
General. These issues will be discussed in turn below.

a. Ofﬁce_ of Civil Rights Resolution Agreement

The U.S. Department of He:alth and Human Services, Office for Civil Rights (“OCR”)
initiated a compliance review of a PHSI hospital, Shasta Regional Medical Center (“Shasta”) in
January 2012. See Resolution Agreement between Shasta and OCR, Exhibit 50 to Supplemenfc 1.
The revier was prompted by an article in the Los Angeles Times that indicated two Shasta senior
leaders discussed medical services provided to a patient with the media without valid written
authorization. Id. at pg. 1. This investigation concluded in June 2013 with a Resolution
Agreement whereby Shasta paid a resolution amount of $275,000. Id. The Resolution
Agreement contains the indicated findings of the OCR investigation, specifically, that the

following alleged conduct occurred in December 2011 without the patient’s authorization:

(1) SRMC (through its parent company) sent a letter to California Waich,
detailing a patient’s medical treatment and lab results;

(2) two SRMC senior leaders met with an editor of The Record Searchlight and
discussed a patient’s medical record; and

(3) SRMC sent a letter to the Los Angeles Times concerning information about the
patient’s treatment.
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Id atpg. 2.

According to OCR, a December 20, 2011 e-mail was sent to the entire Shasta medical
staff and workforce, approximately 785 to 900 individuals, that described the patient’s medical
condition, diagnosis and treatment. Id. The Agreement was not an admission of liability by
Shasta. Id. Included in the Resolution Agreement, Shasta agreed to comply with a Corrective
Action Plan and to appoint a Compliance Représentative. Id at pg. 3. Whil¢ operation of a
hospital is fraught with the possibility of running afoul of the privacy laws, this Resolution
Agreement involved a situation ai)pearing to incll;de several serious lapses in judgment and
included a significant penalty amount.

b. DOJ/OIG Subpoena

In response to Question 1 of the Rhode Island Change in Effective Control Application,
Prime revealed that a subpoena from the Department of Justice and Office of Inspector General
was issued to various Prime-affiliated hospitals/entities. Prime would not provide a copy of the
subpoena stating that it was prohibited from doing so by language in a cover letter to the
subpoena. See Response to Supplemental Question S1-63. - Instead, Prime provided a lengthy
so-called “white paper” outlining its response to allegations that apparently they felt could be
deduced from the requests in the subpoena, namely that the Prime hospitals have higher rates of
certain disease codes. See Response to Supplemental Question S1-62 and Exhibit 62(a). Prime
specifically addressed its coding of two conditions, septicemia and kwashiorkor, in this white
paper. See Response to Supplemental Question S1-62 and Exhibit 62(a).

The Department of Attorney General has been in contact with the Department of Justice
regarding the subpoena. At this point, it appears that the Department of Justice investigation

remains ongoing. Accordingly, the Department of Attorney General is in a difficult situation.
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On one hand, Prime is subject to a criminal subpoena from the Department of Justice and Officer
of Inspector General. On the other hand, however, at this point, it is only a subpoena and no
resolution either positive or negative has taken place prior to the issuance of this Decision.

There is no way to predict the outcome of any particular investigation. Clearly, a definitive
result one way or another would be helpful in making a decision under the Hospital Conversions
Act; however, we do not have that quﬁy. Therefore, we must view the subpoena simply as
what it is, an inquiry from a federal agency.

Prime has indicated that it is diligent regarding providers appropriately documenting all
issues involved in a certain episode of care. Prime has hired professionals to train its staff on
documentation. See Response to Supplemental Question S3-12. How a procedure is coded may
impact both quality scores associated with a hospital’s performance as well at the reimbursement
rate at which the hospital is paid. If the Office of Inspector General had found that Prime’s
coding has crossed the line from diligent documentation to illegal activity, that fact would be
considered, but not conclusive on the character yof Prime. As of this date, however the Attorney
General is unaware of any ﬁndiﬁg by the OIG and therefore, must only consider that there is an
outstanding issue with regard to coding, but such issue is, of yet, unresolved.

2. Commitment

Pursuant to the Asset Purchase Agreement, Prime-Landmark has agreed to a number of
financial commitments, including a $30 Million Dollars in capital expenditures to improve
Landmark. See Asset Purchase Agreement, Section 10.1 and 1.6(a). However, only $10 Million

of such amount is guaranteed by PHSI. See, Asset Purchase Agreement Section 10.4.% These

% Because Prime-Landmark is initially no more than a shell corporation to hold the assets of
Landmark, the Attorney General requested at the time of the hearing on the approval of the Asset
Purchase Agreement for the entire amount of the capital expenditures to be guaranteed by PHSIL
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improvements include investing in technology, equipment and/or expanded services. See
Response to Initial Application Question 57(d). Also, included in the Asset Purchase Agreement
is a commitment to invest no less than $4.5 million toward physician recruitment during the first
five (5) years. See Asset Purchase Agreement, Section 1.7(a). Further, the Asset Purchase
Agreement contains a commitment to invest no less than $15 million towards routine equipment
replacement duﬁng the first five (5) years. See Asset Purchase Agreement Section 1.7(b). The
Asset Purchase also includes other commitments in lieu of cash that will have to be performed by
Prime-Landmark prior to Closing. See Asset Purchase Agreement, Section 1.6. Other than
financial commitments, Prime has promised that Landmark will continue as an acute care
hospital for the term of five (5) years with an open and accessible emergency room and an
independent medical staff. See Asset Purchase Agreement Section 1‘0.3.

3. Competence

As stated above, Prime has a track record of operating twenty-three (23) hospitals in

other states, one for twelve (12) years. The term competence can have multiple meanings and
connotations. The Department of Attorney General reviewed the relevant competence with a
focus on the ability to successfully operate the hospital after the Proposed Transaction. The
central function of operating hospitals is patient care. The Rhode Island Department of Health's
review focuses more directly on health services and has identical review criteria regarding this
topic,”® therefore, the Department of Attorney General will rely on and defer to their expertise
and experier;ce relating to PHSI’s track record for quality services in its other hospitals. Prime

has made several representations about patient care and health services. Specifically, it

The Court did not require this, but Prime volunteered at the hearing to include a $10 Million
Dollar guarantee.
7 See R.L Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-8 (b)(1).
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rgpresents that its hospitals are currently JCAHO accredited and in good standing. See Initial
Application Response to Question 64. The Joint Commission of National Quality Approval
released a report in 2011 and 2012 that recognized top performers on key measures. Prime
represents that several of its hospitals were recognized. See Prime Healthcare Services
Presentation to the Health Services Council dated, July 9, 2013. Further Prime represents that it
“has been recognized by Thomas Reuters as a Top 15 Health System in the United States based
on quality measures.” See Initial Application, Answer to Question 1.

The other relevant component to competence in this context is the ability to manage the
business side of a hospital. In its twelve (12) year history, PHSI has acquired twenty-three (23)
hospitals, many of which were ﬁnancially—distréssed. It does not appear that Prime has been
denied a hospital by a regulatory agency other fhan a denial for the Victor Valley Hospital in
California whereby the California Attorney General denied the transaction simply stating that it
was "not in the public interest and will likely create a significant effect on the availability or
accessibility of healthcare services to the affected community.” See Response to Supplemental
Question S2-14, Exhibit 14. On the other hand Prime has no concrete business plan regarding
expansion as it relies upon the number of hospitals Dr. Reddy and his family are interested in
buying. Transcript of Health Services Council, July 9, 2013, Testimony of Prem Reddy, at pg.
54, lines 1-3.

During interviews conducted pursuant to the Hospital Conversions Act review, the
Attorney General found that Prime’s management team has years of experience in operating
community hospitals. Further, as outlined hereafter, the Attorney General’s expert has found
that the finances of Prime are in line with company acquiring distressed community hospitals

which appears to be a signal of some level of success.
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4. Standing in the Community

The issue of standing in the community is interrelated with overlapping inquiries to the
question of character. Overall, given the totality of the circumstances, the Attorney General
finds that Prime’s character, commitment, corﬁpetence, and standing in the community meet the
threshold and are satisfactory for the purposes of a Hospital Conversions Act review.

H. MISCELLANEOUS

In addition to the provisions outlined above, there are also a few additional requirements of
the Hospital Conversions Act that do not fit into any of the categories outlined above. They are

outlined individually below.

1. Rhode Island Nonprofit Corporations Act

The Hospital Conversions Act requires that a hospitalvconversion comply with the Rhode
Island Nonprofit Corporations Act. R.J. Gen. Laws §§ 7-6-1, et. seq. (the "Nonprofit Act").”!
The Nonprofit Act is comprised of 108 sections. Many of these sections discuss the governance
requirements of non-profit corporations. The Attorney General makes no finding with regard to
whether the Transacting Parties have complied with the Nonprofit Act and has not reviewed their
corporate minute books. First, the Prime Transacting Parties: Prime Holdings, Prime
Management and PHSI are neither non-profit entities nor Rhode Island corporations, therefore,
the Nonprofit Act does not apply to them. Second, Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island is a
limited partnership not subject to the Nonprofit Act. Finally, the remaining Transacting Parties,
Landmark Medical Center and Landmark Health System both have been subject to Special
Mastership for over five years. These corporations have been operating without a board since

that time. Accordingly, it would not be a useful exercise to determine if the Nonprofit Act has

™! See R.1. Gen Laws § 23-17.14-7 (c)(19).
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been complied with as it is uncertain as to the application of most of the provisions of the law
given the instant circumstances.

2. Right of First Refusal

The Hospital Conversions Act requires review of whether the Proposed Transaction
involves a right of first refusal to repurchase the assets. See R.I. Gen Laws § 23-17.14-7 (c)(27).
The Asset Purchase Agreement contains no right of first refusal. The only known right of first
refusal concerning the Proposed Tré.nsaction involves a certain tract of land originally conveyed
by the Special Maéter with pe@ission of the Court; See Landmark Special Mastership Order
dated, April 7,2011. The status of this right of first refusal is unknown.

3. Control Premium

With regard to the one remaining review provision of the Hospital Conversions Act, there
is no control premium included in the Proposed Transaction. R.IL Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-
. 7(©)(29).

4. Additional Issues

There are four issues that the Attorney General will address in addition to the enumerated
review criteria that have come to light during the review process.

a. Prime’s Ability to Fund Transaction

The Attorney General’s expert, HS&S has reviewed the financial information provided

by Prime and has concluded as follows:

Does Prime have the Resources to Finance this Transaction as Well as
Ongoing Commitments to LHS?

Based on Prime’s Income Statement (Consolidated) for the six months ended
6/30/13, Prime generated $65.8 million in income from operations. This
represents an operating margin of 6.6% of revenue. Prime’s operating margins
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were in excess of 8% for each year from 2010 to 2012. This is in the upper
quartile for US hospitals’.

Prime's Balance Sheet as of 6/30/13 indicates that Prime had $86.2 million in
cash and cash equivalents and $604.6 million in current assets. The $86.2 million
represents approximately 35.1 days cash on hand which is low as compared to
the 2011 median of 85.8 days for US hospitals'[sic.]. Prime’s total assets as of
6/30/2013 were $1,311.1 million. Prime’s total liabilities were $1,007.2 million,
which includes $323.2 million in current liabilities and $684.1 million in non-
current liabilities. Shareholders’ equity for Prime was $303.9 million as of
6/30/2013. Given these statistics, Prime has a relatively poor liquidity position
and a relatively high level of debt as compared to equity. Supporting
documentation is provided at the end of this document.

Based on the terms outlined above, approximately $11.5 million will be required
to close the LHS acquisition. An additional $6 million (based on one-fifth of the
$30 million commitment over five years) will be required in the first year to meet
the capital commitment as outlined in the Asset Purchase Agreement. Prime has
already provided the deposit of $1 million and will forgive $1 million that is due
to Buyer, according to the Working Capital Loan Agreement.

On September 16, 2013, Healthcare Finance Group, LLC (HFG) announced a
five-year, $475 million financing transaction for Prime. This is comprised of a
$225 million “asset-based facility” loan and a $250 million “senior secured term
loan.” Including this financing, Prime will have access to a total of $550 million
for acquisitions and additional financing will be available in the future.” Even
without the incremental HFG financing, despite its relatively poor liquidity
position, Prime has sufficient cash and current assets to close this transaction.

During on-site meetings with representatives from the Rhode Island Office of the
Attorney General and the Rhode Island Department of Health, several members of
Prime’s senior leadership team each stated that Prime has more than sufficient
financial resources to fund the closing of thls transaction and also meet ongoing
capital commitments.

Based on the financial documentation submitted by Prime and the representations
of Prime’s leaders, the organization has the resources to finance this transaction as
well as ongoing capital commitments. Prime's capacity to meet future capital
commitments could be compromised if the organization enters into other
transactions that (in total) exceed its available financial resources and access to
capital, or if its financial performance/position deteriorates.

& Source Ingenix Almanac of Hospital Financial and Operating Indicators, 2013.
7 See Response to Supplemental Questions S2-28.
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Given the opinion of HS&S, absent any exigent circumstances or, as aptly pointed out by
HS&S, any acquisition plan or other commitments that would over-extend Prime, it currently
appears to have the financial ability to fund the Proposed Transaction.

b. Mandatory Conditions

Among the changes to the Hospital Conversions Act in 2012 was the imposition of
mandatory conditions on for-profit acquirors. See R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-28. The
Legislature crafted eight (8) such conditions for DOH with a wide variety of topics. See R.1.
Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-28(b). As for the Attorney General, one such condition was .imposed,
namely: “the acquiror's adherence to a minimum investment to protect the assets, financial
health, and well-being of the new hospital and for cothunity benefit.” See R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-
17.14-28(c). With regard to these pre-determined conditions, if either Department deems them
“not appropriate or desirable in a particular conversion,” such Department must include rationale
for not including the condition. See R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-28(b) and (c). The Attomey
- General finds the condition contained in R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-28(c) to be ambiguous and
the Attorney General is unable to determine its intent. Notwithstanding, the Attorney General
finds that to the extent that such condition is applicable, the Transacting Parties have satisfied it
by the obligations contained in the Asset Purchase Agreement and no additional condition will
be added other than those already imposgd.

. Use of Monitor

Another change to the Hospital Conversions Act in 2012 was to include a requirement
that a for-profit acquiror file reports for a three (3) year period. See R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-
28(d)(1). In addition, such section requires that the Attorney General and DOH “monitor, assess

and evaluate the acquiror's compliance with all of the conditions of approval.” See R.I. Gen.
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Laws § 23-17.14-28(d)(2). Further, there shall be an annual review of “the impact of the
conversion on health care costs and services within the communities served.” Id. The costs of
these reviews will be paid by the acquiror and placed into escrow during the monitoring period.
See R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-28(d)(3). No Initial Application can be approved until an
agreement has been executed with the Attorney General and the Director of the DOH for the
payment of reasonable costs for such review. Id. The Transacting Parties have executed a
Reimbursement Agreement dated, October 28, 2013. The Attorney General’s conditions will be
monitored by an individual or entity chosen by the Attorney General and paid for by Prime. An
agreement with such monitor and Prime will be drafted and executed prior to the Closing on the
Proposed Transaction.

d. Health Planning

As during the previous Landmark review, there has been some discussion in the health
care community about the role of Landmark in the Rhode Island health care system. The
Attorney General notes that the Hospital Conversions Act in its present form is not a health
planning tool. Although there has been much talk about creating a so-called state health plan,
that goal has not been reached, nor does it appear likely to be reached in the immediate future.
Therefore, it is not the position of the Attorney General to use the Hospital Conversion Act to
effectuate health planning that should be properly done elsewhere with input from a variety of
groups. The Hospital Conversion Act contains a set of criteria, it does not allow for the Attorney
General to opt for a different model or to suggest a different suitor for Landmark. Clearly, a five
year special mastership for a hospital is not an ideal situation and is not the model which others
should endeavor to match. However, the question to be answered by this review is whether this

particular transaction meets the criteria of the Hospital Conversions Act.
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V.  CONCLUSION

Now we find Landmark Medical Center and the Rehabilitation Hospital of Rhode Island,
yet again at the crossroads of regulatory approval and the possibility that this transaction will
proceed to a successful closing. Unfortunately, this is a position they have been in before. As in
its previous review, this Department has diligently reviewed the Proposed Transaction pursuant
to the Hospital Conversions Act. This Department continues to spend significant time
conducting reviews of hospital transactions, with this being the third approval of a hospital
conversion issued by this Department in this calendar year, not to mention the review and
approval of the prior Landmark deal. During the public meeting there was much discussion
about closure of Landmark. However, as has been the position of the Attorney General for the
past several years, the Attorney General has no intention to sit idly by and watch a closure of
Landmark happen. However, this does not mean that the Attorney General can simply rubber-
stamp a deal that is handed to it even in a precarious situation.

While the Act is no guarantee that a hospital will not be sold to an entity with a different
plan in mind than what the surrounding community may value, the Act at the very least provides
a minimum framework for review of a hospital transaction. The Attorney General hopes that
Prime becomes everything it has promised to be for the people of Northern Rhode Island. As

.with all of the Attorney General's reviews pursuant to the Hospital Conversions Act, this
Decision represents this Department's best efforts and a careful review of the Proposed
Transaction given the information available.

Wherefore, based upon the information provided above in this Decision, the Proposed

Transaction is APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS. These conditions are outlined below.
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VL. CONDITIONS

1. Upon their appointment and for the next three (3) years, please provide the names,
addresses and affiliations of all members appointed to any board of Prime Healthcare
Services-Landmark LLC.

2. The Board of Directors of Prime Healthcare Services-Landmark LLC shall consist of no
less than eleven (11) members of which shall include at least twenty-five percent (25%)
community directors’™ all of which shall: (i) be independent of and not employed by or
affiliated with Prime or its affiliates; and (ii) not be an elected official or an individual
that is subject to the Rhode Island Code of Ethics or employed by any federal, state or
local government.

3. For a period of five (5) years, Prime Healthcare Services-Landmark LLC shall provide
corporate documents requested by the Department of Attorriey General to evidence
compliance regarding board composition as required by this Decision. In addition, Prime
Healthcare Services-Landmark LLC shall provide any proposed amendments to their
corporate documents 30 days prior to amendment.

4. For the next three (3) years, identify any contracts between any of the Transacting Parties
and any of the current officers, directors, board members or senior management other
than employment agreements including the Special Master, his law firm or its affiliates.

5. That a binding agreement acceptable to the Department of Attorney General with the
Rhode Island Foundation or other appropriate entity for disbursement of all charitable
assets be provided.

6. A cy pres petition be filed and granted prior to closing of the Proposed Transaction
allowing all charitable assets to be transferred to the Rhode Island Foundation-or other
appropriate entity for disbursement in accordance with donor intent.

.71 For the term of five (5) years, all assets transferred by the Asset Purchase Agreement
shall be utilized for the benefit of Landmark only and shall not be utilized for projects or
programs situated outside the State of Rhode Island without the consent of the
Department of Attorney General.

8. That the Proposed Transaction be implemented as outlined in the Initial Application.

9. That the Transacting Parties comply with applicable state tax laws.

™ A community director shall be defined as an individual that resides or works within the
Landmark Medical Center Service Area and has the appropriate skill sets to serve on a hospital’s
board of directors. The “Landmark Medical Center Service Area” is comprised of the following
towns in Rhode Island: Woonsocket; North Smithfield; Cumberland; Lincoln; Burrillville; and
Glocester and the following towns in Massachusetts: Blackstone, Bellingham and Millville.

See Initial Application, Exhibit 53(d)().
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

All Landmark entities identified subject to Special Mastership shall be wound down and
all necessary documents must be filed with applicable state agencies, including, but not
limited to the Secretary of State and the Division of Taxation.

That all costs and expenses due from the Transacting Parties pursuant to the
Reimbursement Agreement dated, March 12, 2013, be paid in full prior to closing of the
Proposed Transaction.

That PHSI guarantee the full amount of financial obligations contained in the Asset
Purchase Agreement or other assurances satisfactory to the Attorney General.

That Prime provides information requested by the Department of Attorney General to
determine its compliance with the Asset Purchase Agreement and the Conditions of this
Decision.

That Prime complies with the Reimbursement Agreement dated, October 26, 2013, for

tetention by the Attorney General of an expert to assist the Attorney General with

enforcing compliance with these Conditions. Further, Prime shall enter into an additional
agreement outlining the terms of its obligations regarding cooperation with the Attorney
General and any expert retained to assist the Attorney General with enforcing compliance
with these Conditions. :

Prime shall provide information about any actions taken against Prime or any final
resolution to the investigation currently being conducted by the Department of Justice
and Office of Inspector General regarding coding at Prime’s hospitals. For a term of five
(5) years, Prime shall inform the Attorney General of any actions initiated against it or
any of its hospitals or affiliates by any governmental entities. The information to be
included in these reports shall be determined by the Attorney General.

The bylaws of Prime-Landmark shall be officially amended in conformance with the
revised bylaws submitted by Prime’s counsel on July 8, 2013 prior to Closing,
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All of the above Conditions are directly rélated to the proposed converéion. The Attorney
General’s APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS is cpﬁtingent upon the satisfaction of the
Conditions. Thé Pfoposed Transaction shall not take place until Conditions 5, 6, 11, 12 and 16
have beeﬁ é.atisﬁed. The Attorney General ‘shall enforce compliancg with these Conditions

pursuant to the Hospital Conversions Act including R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-30.

eter F. Kilmartin . J ég{ Bourque -
Attorney General , Assistant Attorney General
State of Rhode Island

NOTICE OF APPELILATE RIGHTS

Under the Hospital Conversions Act, this decision constitutes a final order of the
Department of Attorney General. Pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 23-17.14-34, any
transacting party aggrieved by a final order of the Attorney General under this chapter
may seek judicial review by original action filed in the Superior Court.

"CERTIFICATION

I héreby certify that on this 28th day of October, 2013, a true copy of this Decision was
sent via electronic and first class mail to counsel for the Transacting Parties:

Cynthia J. Warren, Esq. Stephen Zubiago, Esq. Jonathan N. Savage, Esq. :
Cameron & Mittleman, LLP Nixon Peabody, LLP Shechtman Halperin Savage, LLP -
301 Promenade Street One Citizens Plaza 1080 Main Street

Providence, RI 02908 Providence, RI 02903 Pawtucket, RI 02860
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ces two choices for a new health care operator -- the

- |County Medical Center or a private company.
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The private model is probably "the best option,” Interim District 2

Supervisor and former St. Rose board member Richard Valle said .
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“It's a matter of timing," said Valle, who is still a trustee and helped
usher the parties together in a set of meetings kept out of the

spotlight.
A community option would take longer to put together, he added,
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"and time is of the essence.”

The question is whether Reddy will continue to operate St. Rose as

DORALIDE

7

a "safety net” hospital that provides general acute care to county
residents -- many low-income and uninsured.

Reddy stepped down in February 2012 as chief executive from the

troubled health care company, which also made a bid for St. Rose. He gave no reason for his
departure after 11 years at the helm. He, however, continually defended Prime Services, the target
of investigations by the Inspector General of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services;
by the state Attorney General's Bureau of Medi-Cal Fraud and Elder Abuse; and by the California
Department of Public Health.

“We did have concerns,” said Teamsters Local 856 representative Matthew Mullany, who was
aware of Prime's reputation.

It was SETU-UHW that persuaded Rep. Pete Stark, D-Fremont, to ask the Department of Health
and Human Services to look into allegations against Prime of Medicare fraud.

On the advice of former San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown, who represents clients as an
unofficial lobbyist, Reddy approached the union. In a meeting with Mullany, he promised to retain
the 450 Tearmster workers at St. Rose and recognize their contracts,



"We have to deal with who's coming forward,” he said.

‘The hospital's finances have improved by bringing down costs and improving collections even
though losses arc still sleep.

"1f the operational improvements sustain, St. Rose will be in a stronger position to serve the
community for another 50 years," said Makato Nakayama, interim president and chief exccutive,

But the possibility of bankruptey was frightening: closing St. Rose would have a negative ripple
effect on other county hospitals, further straining limited resources and emergency room beds.
Thal is why Alamcda County has tricd to hielp keep 8i. Rose from sinking under the weight of an
estimated 875 million debt. Supervisors have injected a total of $5 million into St. Rose since
Jannary, in addition to the $2.5 million in Measure A tax funds the hospital receives each year.

County officials also helped broker a loan from Kaiser, which will shut down its own facility in
Hayward before 2014. That would leave St. Rose with the only emergency department to treat
llayward's approximately 145,000 residents.

Yet the massive debt, 815 million of which comes from unflunded pension liabilities, made St. Rosc
fook like a toxic investment. Even worse, St. Rose administrators hid the state of the hospitals
finances until a private firm was hired to assess the praoblems.

"Given the magnitude of the financial issucs facing St. Rosc Hospital, our district has determined
that it cannot single-handedly take it on," said Gisela Hernandez, spokeswoman for Washington
Township Healthcare Services, in August after seeing St. Rose’s books.

That lcft two options: intcgrating St. Rosc with Alamceda County's public hospital system, the
Alameda County Medical Center, or finding another operator willing to maintain it as a safety net
hospital. The St. Rose board of directors met Wednesday to discuss the proposals, which included
Prime.

ACMC's offer was a sign that ACMC has emerged from the brink of extinction to become an
allernative lo a privaie operalor, Alameda County Health Carce Scrvices Director Alex Briscoc said.

Whether intentional or not, ACMC may also have helped keep Prime away from St. Rose by
providing an option in case Lex Reddy's bid fell throngh.

State Atlorncy General Kamala Harris will have (inal say over the deal. She is alrcady familiar
with Prime and Lex Reddy, having blocked the company from taking over Victor Valley
Community Hospital in 8an Bernardino County last year after a routine hearing into the hid. In
her denial Harris wrole: "We have concluded thal this proposed salc is not in the public interest
and will likely create a significant effect on the availability or accessibility of health care services to
the affected community."

Primc has faced a number of lawsuils in California although the company defended ils record and
quality of care,

Tex Reddy did not return calls for comment, His last business address is listed in Southern
California as Desert Valley Medical Center, operated by Prime,

But he stood by Prime Healthcare's record during the September attorney general's hearing. He
blamed the conditions al Prime hospilals, including onc in Fncino, on the physicians who testified
during the hearing.

“they have taken advantage of this facility financially,” Reddy said. “They have brought it to the
slate of alfairs in which it is loday."

St. Rose hoard members could still opt for ACMC, although county supervisors are still wary about
the burden of rescuing another debt-ridden facility as they did with ACMC in the 1990s.

"We tried to provide options but now it's up to the St. Rose Board," District 3 Supervisor Wilma
Chan said. If the board decides on ACMC, she said, "We'll try to make it work.”

Follow Angela Woodall @angclawoodall or Facebookcom /anpciawondall
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EDMUND G. BROWN JR. | . . Stare of California [
Attorney General _ : DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

BUREAU OF MEDI-CAL FRAUD AND ELDER ABUSE
1425 RIVER PARK DR., SUITE 300
SACRAMENTOQ, CA 95815.4524

Telephone: (916) 263-2533
Facsimile: (916) 263-0864
B-Mail: Mark.Geiger@doj.ca.gov

May 26, 2010

Mr. Dave Regan, Counsel
United Healthcare Workers
560 Thomas L. Berkley Way
Osakland, CA 94612

-RE:  Prime Healthcare — Alleged Overbilling of Medicare and Medi-Cal
 Dear Mr. Regan:

Chief Deputy Attorney General Jim Humes forwarded your package of materials, including
PowerPoint slides and two, UHW- generated informational pieces about Dr. Prem Redding, DBA
Prime Healthcare for me to review and consider.

The Attorney General’s Bureau of Medi-Cal Fraud and Elder Abuse (BMFEA) has an
ongoing, strong relationship with both the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of
the Inspector General, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the Los Angeles basin by reason of
our joint pamczpatmn in the southern California Health Care Fraud Task Force.

Since your detailed analysis contends that Medicare may likely be paying on falsified or
fraudulent claims from Prime Healthcare, I have referred this matter to Tony Sidley, the Bureau’s
Special Agent in Charge and one of our representatives to the Health Care Fraud Task Force. Itis
likely that the federal agency investigators will open an investigation and, if the evidence suggests
fraud against Medi-Cal, will invite the BMFEA to participate in a joint investigation.

Thank you, in advance, for your interest and referral. 1 will assure you that your compiaints
will be treated with care and preliminary examinations carefully perfonned in order to justify opening
any criminal investigation. :
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GWB bridge scandal provides grist for union ads
against for—profit hospital takeover in Passaic

BY LI\IDY WASHBURN
STAFFWRITER

A labor union opposing the for-profit takeover of St. Mary’s Ilospital in Passaic has bought
radio ads that draw parallels to actions by Governor Christie’s aides to disrupt traffic in lYort
Lee, claiming a Christie insider is influencing approval of the takeover.

‘T'he ads that began Friday on a Trenton-area station were purchased by a California lahor
union involved in a three-year contract dispute with Prime Healthcare Services, the
California hospital chain that wants to buy St. Mary's, $t. Michael's Medical Center in
Newark and St. Clare’s Health Systen in the counties of Morris and Sussex.

“We've scen it before,” the 60-sceond spot en NJ 101,53 begins, “An aide close to Governor
Chrislic takes action lhal negatively impacts the health and safety of the residents of New
Jersey.” The female parralor then names Mike DuHaime, Christic’s chicl campaign
siralcgist and a member of his transition leam, who the ad says “brokered” the St. Mary’s
sale, the ad says

DuHaime did not broker the sale. His firm, Mcreury, has handled public relations for Prime
HealthCare Services. It sent bilingual promolional mailings Lo nearly 20,000 Passaic-area
houscholds and made calls Lo 500 last month, in advance of three public hearings held by
state officials about the proposed sale.

The ads, which arc to air for a week on the talk-radio station, were purchased for $21,000
by the Service Employees International Union-United Healtheare Workers West. The unjon
represents 150,000 health care workers in California — including 1,200 at three Los
Angeles-area hospitals owned by Prime that have been without a contract for three years,
said Chris Salm, the union’s research director.

Sulm and two wrion members traveled to Passaic last month to testify at public hearings
held by the State Ileulth Planning Board and the Attorney General’s office about the sale.
Tha nrion mamhbare naintad o nnesdne fadaral Snvractirntinne jnkn “llegati(ms that Prime

Ed Updates arring Prime from

}dicaid.

“T'he sale of St Mary’s could prevent thonsands of New Jersey residents from getting the
healthcare they need, and would stick New Jersey taxpayers with $22 million in unpaid
bonds,” the radio ad says. “Stop the backroom deals and open up the sale of St. Mary’s to
protect the people of New Jersey.” The $25-million sale price for St, Mary’s falls short of the
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amount the hospital owes in state-guaranteed bond debt. Former Bergen Cathollc wrestlers fegal woes
surprising 0 many

Fort Lea welcomeas TV comedian Lany Storch as

A spokesman for Prime said the ad campaign was “nothing more than a desperate act by the mayor for 3 day

SEIU in the eontinuing vicious campaign against Prime Healtheare, which has been going on Brady Bunch' aclress Ann B. Davis dies In Texas al
for the past three years.” 88

Clues sought in deadly jet crash that killed Lewls
Katz, Phlladelphia Inquirer co-owner and ex-Nats,

The union wants to “extort” an agreement from Prime that would enable it to organize Devils owmner

mploy t the chain's other 11 California hospitals, “without th mpl s having any
e Il)oyieesa the ¢ 2‘: S.Ot 13 California ospr:'a s, “without t o§‘ee ployees having any Wayne high schools* students jon foroes to raise
choice in the matter,” said Fdward Barrera, the Prime spokesman. “None of these bascless funds for cancer research

allegations the SEIT keeps making against Prime Healtheare were ever proven.” Kelly: Califorria shooting spree an alltoo-familiar
American stary
Michael DuHaime, through a spokeswoman, declined to comment. Pollcer Wayne woman, 61, killed In crash

New Jersey’s Stale Health Planning Board is to mecl Thursday Lo vote ona - ' .
recommiendation to the state health commissioner about whether to approve the sale of St. - SUMMER

Mary’s, the sole surviving hospital among three that once existed in Passaic. , SRTISTS INCLUDE

The conversion of the century-old non- profit, founded by the Catholic Sisters of Charity of

QUEENSRYCHE, ‘

St. Elizabeth, to for-profit status also requires the approval of the state attorney general and STARSHIP STARRING MICKEYTHOMAS
a Superior Court judge. THE STYLISTICS AND MUCH MORE!
Email: washburn@nerthjersey.com . ;;jampéﬁﬁé:rrv
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COALITION MAKES CASE FOR STATE ATTACHING STRINGS TO
ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL SALE

ANDREW KITCHENMAN | JANUARY 15, 2014

Unions part ways over whether NJ should require monitor for-profit hospital manager
Prime Healthcare

Prime Healthcare Services’ yearlong effort to buy St. Mary’s
Hospital in Passaic is entering its endgame, as a coalition of
opponents to the deal argue that it will put the community,
patients and healthcare workers at risk if the state doesn’t attach
more strings to the deal.

This coalition, which includes unions that represent workers at
other hospitals as well as healthcare advocates and community
3t. Mary's Hospital in Passaic. activists, alleges that the core of Prime’s business model -

turning struggling nonprofit facilities into profit makers ~ is
based on dangerous tactics that only a bevy of state requirements and a state-appointed monitor
can combat.

But Prime has gained a key ally - JNESQ, the union that represents nurses and other healthcare
workers at St. Mary’s, has already reached a contract agreement with Prime pending completion
of the sale.

The process will come to a head over the next two nights, as the state Department of Health holds
a pair of legally required public hearings at Passaic High School, during which opponents and
supporters of Prime are expected to make their case.

The outcome will have ramifications for not only the St. Mary’s sale, but also for Prime’s bids for
Saint Michael’s Medical Center in Newark and the three Morris County hospitals operated by Saint
Clare’s Health System.

India Hayes Larrier , an organizer for nonprofit coalition member New Jersey Citizen Action, said in
a telephone press conference yesterday that Prime has a history of putting profits ahead of the
interests of communities and patient care.

The coalition is demanding a series of measures it wants the state to require if it approves the
hospital’s transfer of ownership. They include keeping St. Mary’s as an acute-care facility,
requiring that it maintain outpatient and clinical serv:ces, and mandating that St. Mary’s maintain
in-network status with insurers,

The coalition members said the state must also require Prime to address the health needs of the
local community, which a survey determined to include treating patients with hypertension,
asthma, diabetes and depression, as well as other mental illness and substance-abuse issues.

In addition, the coalition wants a state monitor to ensure access to care and to prevent the
hospital from shifting costs to consumers and other providers, weakening its quality and diminishing
the standard of living for its healthcare workforce.

The participation in the coalition by the Health Professionals and Allied Employees, a union that

hitp:/ww.njspotilg ht.convstories/14/01/14/coalltion-makes-case-for-state-attaching -str na s-lo-st-marws-hospital-sale/ 1/2
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represents workers at other hospitals but not at St. Mary’s, has incensed JNESO Executive Directar
Virginia Treacy.

“To place unrealistic restrictions on a new buyer will make (the sale) untenable,” Treacy said.

Treacy said that both JNESO and Prime agree with most of the coalition’s goals, including that St.
Mary’s continues as a full-service hospital that meets the needs of the community. But JNESO
opposes having a state financial monitor.

Treacy noted that the HPAE represents workers at other New Jersey hospitals operated by for-
profit owners and that only one of them has a monitor - Meadowlands Hospital Medical Center,

“l find it absolutely hypocritical that HPAE has had for-profit buyers in so many different facilities
and comes into a hospital (objecting to a sale) where they represent no one,” Treacy said.

She also opposed the coalition’s demand that St. Mary’s join all insurers’ netwarks. She argued
that every hospital in the state must be able to negotiate contracts with insurers, with the ability
to remain out-of-network if an insurer isn’t willing to bargain.

Prime has been in a long-running dispute with the Service Employees International Union in
California. SEIU executive board member Stephanie Allen said that based on her experience as a
respiratory therapist at Centinela Hospital Medical Center in Los Angeles, St. Mary’s patients can
expect reduced services, staff layoffs, increased use of expensive testing and cancelled insurance
contracts.

Nelly Celi of the Peruvian American Coalition in Passaic, expressed a fear that St. Mary’s would
ultimately be reduced to a shell, with an emergency department shifting patients to out-of-town
hospitals that are inaccessible to patients’ families.

“It is not enough to have a hospital that does not care about the day-to-day healthcare needs of
our community,” Celi said.

Renee Steinhagen, executive directar of New Jersey Appleseed Public Interest Law Center, said St.
Mary’s governing board has a track record that’s “blatantly” not in the haspital’s best interest. She
cited reports that Prime will only pay off $15 million of the $40 million bond that the state provided
the hospital, leaving taxpayers to pay the other $25 million.

She expressed doubt that the hospital board fully explored a nonprofit purchaser before reaching
its agreement with Prime. She said that in order to fulfill its fiduciary duty, Prime must appoint a
locally based corporate board, not just an advisory panel, and pay for a state monitor for three
years.

“We have to ensure that this facility remains a community hospital,” Steinhagen said.
Prime officials responded to the concerns with an emailed statement.

“Prime Healthcare Services is committed to St. Mary’s Hospital, its employees and the greater
Passaic community,” wrote Luis Leon, Prime’s president of operations. “We welcome the state of
New Jersey’s thorough review process and loak forward to the public hearings, which will allow
community members to make their voices heard. We remain confident that this fair and open
process will ultimately lead to St. Mary’s joining the Prime Healthcare family. Prime Healthcare’s
goal is to make St. Mary’s one of the best hospitals in New Jersey.”

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED ©2014 NJSPOTLIGHT
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second Phila.-area hospital

John George
Senior Reporter- Philadelphia Business Journal

Email | Twitter | Google+

Prime Healthcare Services completed its purchase of Lower Bucks Hospital in
Bristol, Pa., on Wednesday.

The deal marks the for-profit hospital management company’s second acquisition
in this region. The California-based company acquired Roxborough Memorial

Hospital in Philadelphia earlier this year,

Dr. Prem Reddy, Prime Healthcare’s chairman and CEO, said the company will
maintain all services, including the emergency department, and invest at least $10
million for capital improvements,

The company has pledged to hire all employees, maintain all collective bargaining
agreements, and provide the same level of charity care for indigent and low-
income patients.

Prime Healthcare will form a local governing board, consisting of medical staff
and community leaders, for the hospital.

Lower Bucks Hospital, saddled with extensive bond debt and pension obligations,
spent two years operating under bankruptcy protection before_ emerging from

Chapter 11 back in January.

Primary Healthcare, whose Medicare billing practices have come under scrutiny by
regulators in its home state of California, now owns and operates 20 sites in
California, Nevada, Texas and Pennsylvania.

John George covers health care, biotech/pharmaceuticals and sports
business.

Industries:
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Weslaco joins Knapp ownership lawsuit

Knapp Medical Center

By ELIZABETH FINDELL The Manitor | Posted Feb 16, 2013
WESLACO — Who really owns Knapp Medical Center?

That question has gained momentum in recent weeks after the hospital's leadership announced
Jan. 3 that Knapp had been acquired by the California-based Prime Healthcare Foundation. The
Weslaco Health Facilities Development Corp. subsequently sued, skeptical of the sale.

City leaders voted Feb. 5 to intervene in the lawsuit, effectively making Weslaco a co-plaintiff.
The lawstit accuses hospital leadership of breaching past agreements with the city and asks for
aninjunction to halt any property transfer from Knapp to Prime.

City Manager Lec Olivares and City Attorney Ramon Vela indicated that the entities would be
filing an amended petition, but had not done so as of Friday.

hitp:/lwww.valleymorning star.comnewsflocal_news/article_eeca745a-78bb- 11e2-adec-001 adbcfe878.html?mode=jgm 13
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The case centers around the question of ownership of the hospital, which became murky early on
as attorneys and leaders familiar with the deal emphasized that Prime “owned” control of
Knapp's board of directors, but not the hospital's physical assets.

Meanwhile, staffing and management changes have hit the hospital. Some 50 people were laid
off last week. Controversial CEO Jim Summersett is no longer Knapp’s leader, but has been
named the Dallas-based regional executive for Prime Healthcare Senvices.

“I'm going to have general responsibility for the strategic leadership and acquisitions for Prime. ..
like the process we just went through,” Summersett said.

Dinah Gonzalez has been acting as interim CEO since that time. Summersett said his position
had "absolutely not” been negotiated as part of the hospital's transaction.

LAWSUIT

Controversy over the corporate structure of the Knapp-Prime partnership began when the city
sought to clarify the status of bonds the facilities development corporation had helped Knapp
issue. Prime has controlling interest in Knapp. but the deal had not constituted a change of

N -/ o/
Home Comments Fult Site

of formation with the
Texas Secretary of State Dec. 28, Tisting ifs membership as five Onfario-based Prime
executives.

But Knapp filed no change of ownership with the Texas Department of State Health Services,
which would be required if there was “a change in the person legally responsible for the
operation of the hospital, whether by lease or ownership,” according to the department's rules.

A DSHS spokeswoman said Wednesday that the department had determined there had been
no change of ownership at the hospital.

Olivares said those kinds of subtleties would likely be a point in the litigation as the city questions
the legal operation of Knapp.

Also at issue in the litigation may be whether the deal appropriately upholds restrictive covenants
onanold deed that have blocked previous Knapp sales. One requires that the hospital remain a
nonprofit entity.

The lawsuit questions whether Prime Healthcare Foundation really counts as a nonprofit for
purposes of the restriction, as itis a nonprofit associated with the for-profit Prime Healthcare
Services and shares the same leadership.

“There’s been a lot of smoke and we're going to clear the smoke with this litigation,” Qlivares
said.
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The $14 million question: Who pays off Lower Bucks
Hospital's loan B 2014 (44)

B 2013 (116)
Postad: Sunday, Septermber 2, 2012

v 2012 (65)
A 514 million question Is looming over the pending sale of Lower Bucks Hospital to a for-
profit health care system: Will Bucks County remain on the hook for the money it borrowed B December (5)
to help the hospltal emerge from bankruptey? > November (9)

As of last week, county offlcials — incuding the head of the agency that owns the hospital — B October (13)
didn't have firm answers., )

September (11
“Itis a very complicated situation that will have to be resolved before the (Bucks County v p an

Redevelopment) Authority board votes to approve the sale,” sald Robert White, the The $14 million questions

authority's director, Who pays off Lower
Bucks...

The 514 million bond Is the result of an agreement between the county’s 5

redevelopment authority and Lower Bucks Hospltal to allow the hospital to exit | 4 PUC wants answers from

Chapter 11 bankruptcy earller this year, Under the agreement, the redevelopment PECO about smart

authority would have to apprave any sale of the Bristol Townshlp hospital, melers ove...

In 2010, the Bucks County commissioners approved the redevelopment authority borrowing
the money by Issuing bonds secured by the county and the hospital's dedicated .05 percent
from Pennsylvania table games revenue at Parx Casino In Bensalem, which is estimated to
be $750,000 to $1 million a year.

Under the agreement, the redevelopment authority took title to the hospital property as
coliateral, and leased it back to Lower Bucks Hospital, In exchange, the hospltal committed
all its rights to future gaming revenue to pay the debt service on the bond.

The hospital agreed to repay the loan with Interest over 20 years and buy back the
property, The total amount the hospital promised to repay would be almost $30 mililon,

But now that the hospltal is slated to be sold to Prime Healthcare Services, a California-
based, for-profit chain of 18 mostly West Coast hospltals, some are wondering If the county
will be stuck paying off a loan for the new for-profit owner.

White said that there are “no simple answers” to questions regarding the bond and ts
repayment with the pending sale. He added that the redevelopment authority has not
received any “official” notification about a sale.

If the $14 million Is not carrled as a liability on the hospltal's balance sheet, then it Is unclear
as to how the debt would be satisfled, said Robert Hill, director of business and financlal
practices for Health Strategies & Solutions Inc., a Philadelphla~based national health care
strategy consultant firm,

Lower Bucks Hospital CEO and President Albert Mezzaroba said that the new owner would
not be responsible for the debt service on the loan,

“The short answer is no, there Is nothing in the lease, or any other document that would
require 8 new owner to .., pay the debt service,” he sald,

Rather, Mezzaroba sald the new owner would step into the current lease agreement that
exists between Lower Bucks Hospltal and the redevelopment authority; if the sale is
approved, Prime Healthcare would have the same responsibilities as Lower Bucks Hospital
Including operating the property as a health care center,

Bucks County Commissioner Diane Marseglla expressed frustration at the lack of answers.
“I'am mystified as to why (the commissioners) are in the dark,” she said,

She said her Inquirles with county flnanclal people confirm one possible scenario is that the
county would be required to keep paying the bonds using the casino revenue until they
reach maturity in 15 to 20 years.

The other scenario, Marseglia sald, is that the new owner pays off the bond debt or agrees

http:/fjournalismjo.blog spot.coml2012/09/the—14—million-qu&stlmwb-pays-oﬁ_B.mm
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to pay off the bonds over the next 15 to 20 years from its profits.

If the new owner pays off the bond, the county could reap up to an additional s1 million a
year in gaming revenue, Marseglla sald.

That's because Prime Healthcare is a for-profit group, which means It is not entitled to
receive the table gaming revenue under state faw, Instead, the money will go to the county,

Jo
If the bond Is paid off at the time of the sale, the county could use the table game revenue Ciavaglia
for other purposes, such as to offset tax Increase or make infrastructure repalrs, Marseglia
sald, Otherwise, the county cannot use the gaming revenue until the bond Is repaid. Vi
few my
Lower Bucks Hospital would be the second Pennsylvania hospital in Prime Healthcare's complete
growing portfolio; in February it bought the financdially struggling Roxborough Memorial profile

Hospital in Philadeiphia.

The company specializes in financlally challenged hospltals that treat mostly low income
patients and rely heavlly on government reimbursement, according to published reports.

In January, Prime Healthcare Services was recognized one of the top 15 U.S. health systems
by Thomson Reuters, a business data provider,

In formally announcing the sale last week, Lower Bucks Hospital said that as part of the sale
agreement Prime Healthcare had agreed to a list of conditions, including!

Maintain all services, Including emergency departments,

Provide access to a $3 million loan for working capital, with plans to invest up to $10 million
for needed capital Improvements,

Hire all employees and maintain all collective bargaining agreements,

Assume all health care contracts and liabillties.

Provide the same level of charity care for Indigent and low-income patlents,

Pennsylvania regulators could require the new owners to fulfill those promises, too, said
Health Strategies & Solutions’ Hill, who has worked on a number of hospital sales.

With hospltal sales, the state will develop and impose a set of conditions on the buyer and
monitor to make sure the oonditlons are adhered to, Hill said, That said, the employees
could be terminated for cause and the new owner could request state permission to
terminate a service,

Nonprofit community hospitals, such as Lower Bucks Hospital, generally have higher levels of
charity care than for-profit hospitals because they offer a wider array of services, some of
which require they accept low-income patients, Hilt sald.

Increasingly nonprofit hospitals are finding access to capltal more difficult because of the
challenging credit markets, nonprofits tend to run on tighter margins, which makes lenders
more reluctant to approve loans, Hill said.

As a result, more for-profit health care groups, such as Healthcare Services — which has
substantial capital reserves — are buying up nonprofit hospitals, The attraction for the for-
profit groups Is that a nonprofit hospitalIs still a money generator — and a good investment,
Hill said.

Often for-profit health care companles will buy struggling hospitals, Invest in Infrastructure
and services, and improve the economies of scale so they can buy things at better prices —
then once the portfollo Is In & good financial position, they sell them, Hill said, Typically the
turnaround process Is five to 10 years, he said.

The biggest downside to for-proflts, Hill said, is that the organization likely doesn® have that
same communlty commitment and roots, Also there is a loss of local control of what many
people consider a critical communlty asset,

For-profit owners might be more inclined to terminate select services that they deem
unprofitable,

Posted by Jo Ciavagliaat 7:27 PM
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Prime Healthcare drops bid for N.J. hospital

February7, 2012 | Christina Jewett and Lance Willams

Muriica Lann/Calfurnia Watch

G PRINI

i Prime Healthcare Services pulled its bid to buy a New

| Jersey hospital last week, saying it was deferring to the
| wishes oflocal elected officials who wanted to see the
hospital remain a locally operated nonprodt.

| The proposed deal met strong resistance from a health
worksrs union and a community group that aired
concems over Prime's business model.

Prime leaders and Chrigt Hospital attomeys also faced
tough questions from health regulators and the MNew
Jersey attomey general's office, including queries ebout

billing practices based on findings of a yearlong investigation by Califomia Watch. The nonproft investigative
news operation has identifiad a pattern at Prime Healthcare of billing Medicare for treatment of rare
conditions among its elderly patients — conditions that enable the chain to reap lucrative bonus payments.

"They were getting hit from all sides,” said Jeanne Otersen, public policy director for Health Professionals and
Allied Employees, a union that represents 400 nurses at Christ Hospital.
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Prime spokesman Edward Barrera said in an e-mail that the chain already
had shared a great deal of information with state health regulators and "was in
the process of finalizing its responses

"The queries played no role in Prime Healthcare's decision to withdraw,”
according to Barrera.

in a statement, Prime Healthcare chief executive Lex Reddy, who is chain
founder Prem Reddy's brother-indaw, said Prime had hoped to "play a key
role in stabilizing the financial future of healthcare in Hudson County by
acquiring Christ Hospital and investing tens of millions of dollars to upgrade
its services, provide much-needed charity care and keep jobs in Jersey City."

“t is unfortunate things did not work out the way we had hoped,” he said.

Christ Hospital chief executive Peter Kelly also said in a statement that he
regrets that a partnership with Prime will not move forward. The hospital
received another offer rom a local hospital group.

Prime Healthcare leaders said they spent months in New Jersey, investing in
an effort to keep the hospital inancially solvent.

Prime was opposed by a coalition of business and neighborhood
associations. Paul Bellan-Boyer, a leader of the group, said community
members banded together and concluded that the $15.7 million offer by
Prime, with a promise to invest $35 million in upgrades, didn't "withstand any
reasonable scruting.” Another group offered $104 million for the hospital in
January.

Otersen, of the nurses union, said Christ Hospital nurses had read Califomia
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California Vvatch has reported that Prime hospitals billed for cutsized rates of some medical conditions that
also draw enhanced Medicare payments. Those ailments include kwashiorkor, a forn of malnutrition usually
associated with staning children, and autonomic nerve disorder, a condition seen in Prime hospitals nearly 80
times more often than the statewide average.

advertisement

Three Califomia members of Congress have asked the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services'
inspector general to investigate Prime's billing practices. FBI agents have intenewed a former Prime

hospital patient and contacted two former Prime employeesas part of a federal inquiry into billing

methods at the hospital chain.

Prime has maintained that its billings are appropriate and that it relies on physicians to diagnose patients. 1t
also called California Watch's analysis of acute heart failure cases “faulty, unfair and biased.”

Prime's Barrera noted that Thomson Reuters, a business data fimm, recently ranked Prime Healthcare one of
the top 15 health systems in the nation, compared with 321 other organizations. The report examined hospital
outcomes for three medical conditions: pneumonia, heart attacks and acute heart failure.

The Thomson Reuters report, based in part on Medicare billing data, concluded that Prime hospitals had the @CAUFQRN'{AWATCH
nation's lowest 30-day mortality rate for acute heart failure patients, at 8 percent. That means that compared ' "
with the number of patients diagnosed with the condition, the number who died within 30 days was
exceptionally low.

In November, Dr. Steven Shayani, president of the New York Heart Research F oundation, told Califemia m (% /1( / W
Watch that he was skeptical about the high rate of acute heart failure among Medicare petients at Chino 4% / .

Valley Medical Center. [[/7/ / [4/4//%%//%//47/

The San Bemardino County hospital reported that 35.2 percent of its Medicare patierts had acute heart failure,

& breakdown in the body's ability to circulate blood. That's far higher than 4.8 percent, the rate at California 0/? W( {M/{//{W

hospitals not owned by Prime, according to an analysis of billing data from 2008 to 2010,

In an interdew, Shayani said that while acute heart failure is prevalent among the elderly, there was "no way of W % )7 [/U

explaining" the hospital's high rate. He also noted that an inflated acute heart failure rate could boost a
hospital's quality ratings.

“If you put heart faillure as the diagnosis and the patient survives, that's how you would statistically lower your
mortality rate,” he said. "And so your ratings are better.”

The Thomson Reuters awards also reflect hospital performance in achieving low complication rates, high
patient safety ratings and optimal patient lengths of stay.

Prime has been involved in other unsuccessiul attempts to buy hospitals in recent vears. In September,
Califomia Altomey General Kamala Harris denied a bid by the chain's nonprofit arm to buy Victor Valley
Community Hospital over concems about patient access to care.

During an August hearing over the proposed Victor Valley sale, wohn Pefty, who spoke on behalf of another

R
would-be buyer, submitted several California Watch articles to the attomey general's office. Z'v’ %& \g/@z 7
W Stwvrey,
) (S

“We all have, you know, dogs in this fight,” he said. But independent investigative joumalists “have ...

developed a series of articles that, | think, are fairly irrefutable,” he said. /Q v, N
. e . . -1 /@'é\f Y Q
It was the second hospital sale that a Calibmia attomey general denied. Gov. werry Brown, the state's previous [\ S @ Lo éé
attomey general, also blocked the chain's bid to purchase an Orange County hospital after a contentious
public hearing in 2007.

Prime signaled its irterest in buying two bankrupt hospitals in Hawaii but backed out of the deal in December.
The chain bought a share of a Texas hospital in December.
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Hospital is facing a bleak prognosis - Los Angeles Times

Advertisement

| GetdetalsOl

YOU ARE HERE: LAT Home — Collections — Business

Adverlisement

FROM ' THE ARCHIVES

TMealtheare pricing still a struggle for consumers
Aprd 1z, zoie

Proposal targets a deadly infection

January 1, 2008

Strong aciion by hospituls stems the spread of sluph

January I, 2068

Gavernor allows hospitals to delay seismic upgrades
December 11, 2007
Hospital group rejects system and cashesin

July 8, 2007

MORE STORIES ABOUT

Business
Column
Health

Not_live_web

Hospital is facing a bleak prognosis

A Vietorville hospital has agreed to deals with Prime Healtheare, which has a record of
stripping oul low-margin or unprofitable medical services.

December 28, 2011 | Michael Hiltzik

Fraail Share
Tn Seplember, state Ally. Gen, Kamala . Harris killed the
proposed takeover of a struggling Victorville hospital by a
nonprofit arm of Prime Healthcare Corp,, saying it was
"not in the public interest.”

[fer ruling was anything but casual. Basing the decisionon
what she said was her own department's investigation, as
well as testimony at 4 marathon public hearing in August,
Harris indicated that the takeover would result in the
reduced availability of healtheare inthe High Desert.

Nursing Informatics Track
chamberlain.edu

Chamberlain's® MSN Program Offers An Informatics Track. Apply
Now!

Her concerns included Prime's "digturbing business model,” which includes canceling managed-care
contracts at the hospitals it acquires, driving up costs for those payers and foreing many patients to
travel long distances to find affordable care elsewhere.

Onc would have thought thal was that. The attorney gencral has explicil jurisdiclion over iransfers of
ownership of California nonprofit hospitals, such as the bankrupt 101-bed Victor Valley Community
Hospital.

Yet the attorney general believes her order is being flouted. The hospital has gone ahead and signed two
agreements with Prime, including one for a $ 6-million line of eredit, that ITarris says will give Prime
effective control of Victor Valley over her ohjections. In a separate frontal attack on Harris' authority,
the hospital has asked a San Bernardino County Superior Court judge to overturn her veto.

What makes this more than just a dust-up in the desert is the involvement of Prime Healtheare, which
owns 14 hospitals in California and one in Texas. In recent years, Prime has drawn the scrutiny of state
and federal regulators over its paticnt treatment policies, its billings to government healtheare agencies
and its employment practices.

Prime defends its record, but these concerns raise the question of whether even allowing Victor Valley to
shut down might be preferable to turning it over to Prime.

For the community, that's not a serious question. "No one in the High Desert wants this hospital to
close,” says its interim chief execntive, Edward Matthews. But it does underscore the excruciating
choiccs involved inkecping it open.

I{ there's a sceret Lo making hospilals profitable, Prime seems to have found il. The ercation of Dr. Prem
Reddy, an India-born cardiologist who came to the U.8. in 1976, Prime has assembled a portfolio of
inslitulional casloffs — "Every hospital I acquire, T acquire in bankrupley," Reddy once said of his

hitp:/articles.fatimes.comv2011/dec/28/businessia-fi-hiitzik-20111228
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corporate strategy.

‘The company earned nearly $248 millionin 2010 on revenue of $1.6 billion, according to anincome
statement filed wilth the Securilics and Fxchange Commission. (The privalely held Prime's financial
statements were filed by a publicly traded real estate investment trust that is financially dependent onits
business.)

Prime achicves this in part by stripping low-margin or unprolilable medical services oul ol its hospilals.
As The Times has reported, Prime closed more than half of Centinela Ilospital's operating rooms and cut
back on chemotherapy and birthing services after taking over the institution in 2007.

The hospital, a healthcare linchpin for South T.os Angeles, served 146,000 outpatients, including
emergency room patients, in 2006, according to state records; last year the figure was 55,000, But
Centinela swung from a $10-million loss in 2006 to a profit of nearly $11 millionin 2010.

Medical Billing Services

kareo.com/RevenueCycleManagement
Get Answers to Tough Questions. Check Out Our Free Billing Guide.

Prime has acknowledged in legal filings that it avoids contracting with managed-care insurance plans, or
IIMOs. That frees the company from the obligation to deliver emergency care to those plans’ members at
alow contracted rate. Instead, it charges those patients or their health plans what the market will bear.

n 2008 and 2009, auditors from the state Department of Health Care Services caught the firm tryingto
stick the Medi-Cal program with more than $4 million in what the suditors considered inappropriate
expenses, including $838,000 for a Beverly Hills home, more than $1.4 million for a helicopter and
hundreds of thousands of dollars more for a company Bentley.

The agency has referred the expenses to the attorney general's office for a possible fraud investigation.
Prime said this week that it "came to agreements with Medi-Cal” on some of the disallowed items and
appealed others, but did not give details on the outcome of the agreement.

It should go without saying (but 11} say it anyway) that if these billings weren't caught by the auditers and
subtracted from Medi-Cal claims filed by Prime hospitals, they'd wind up inflating vour state healthcare
bills. Thal might give you a different perspeelive on whal Prime says is ils gifl for delivering more efficient
healthcare.
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A controversial Californla-based hospitat chain
might be receiving five-star health care ratings
because it exaggerates how ill its patlents really
are, two state lawmakers say.

in a toughly worded letter, the lawmakers, who
head the Legislature’s health policy comimittees,
said Ontario-based Prime Healtheare Services
doesn't deserve the glowing evaluation it has
received in recent years from the authoritative
Truven Health Analytics service,

Credit: Monica Lam/The Center for Investigative
Reporting

Prime has acknowledged that the US. lustice

Department is investigating the 23-hospital
chain's Medicare billings, state Sen. Ed Hernandez and Assemblyman Richard Pan wrate in their Aug. 29
letter to the rating service,

They also noted that in lune, Prime paid $275,000 to settle allegations that it had breached federal patient
privacy laws.

A serles of stories by The Center for Investigative Reporting's Callfornia Watch project detailed how Prime in
recent years biiled Medicare for treating what the lawmakers called “implausibly high rates™ of unusual
medical conditions.

Desplte all that, Truven has rated Prime as one of the top 15 health systems in the United States three
times in the past flve years. This year, elght of Prime’s 23 hospitals made Truven's Ust of the top 100
hospltals in the country - more than any other California chain.

The rating service's pralse for Prime “is so at odds with the company’s reputation and record in California as
to straln Truven's own credibility,” wrote Hernandez, of West Cavina, who Is chairman of the Senate Health
Committes, and Pan, of Sacramento, chairman of the Assembly Health Commlttee. Both are Democrats.

They urged Truven to recompute Prime's ratings, lest they reflect poorly on the rating service ftself,

In a Sept. 17 response to the legislators, Michael Boswoaod, CEO of Michlgan-based Truven, defended Prime’s
ratings, saylng they were based on a “comprehensive, stringent and time-tested” analysis. Asked for
comment, & Prima spokesman wrote In an emall that Truven's ratings are based on Medicare data collected
by the government.

The correspandence highlights what the lawmakers contend are flaws vniderlying Truver's ratings, which
the company says are relied upen by consumers and health care professionals.

Prime is a fast-growing company that operates haspitals in five states. According to a CR analysis, Prime
hospitals have reported that many Medicare patients were afflicted with unusual medical conditions,
Including acute heart failure, septicemia and kwashlarkor, a form of malnutrition usually found in children
during famines in Africa. Billing for those conditions qualified Prime for bonus payments from Medicare
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worth millions of dollars, federal records show.

I testimony before a 2017 legislative committes hearing, some former Prime employees cantendad that Dr,
Prem Reddy, the chain's founder, had urged his staff to pad or “upcode” Medicare billings with exaggerated
diagnoses to collect bonus payments.

Prime says Its billings are accurate, k claims that the upcoding allegations were orchestrated by the Service
Employess nternational Unlon to leverage the settlement of a Southem Callfornla labor dispute. In an
email, Prime spokesman Fred Ortega accused CIR of being a "surrogate” for the union.

But in January, in an applcation to buy a Rhode Island hospltal, Prime disclosed that the U.S. lustice
Department was investigating its Medicare billings. The company said it expected to be exonerated.

The Catifornia lawmakers complained in thelr lettar that Truven Ignored the Issue of questionable billings
In rating Prime as a top-tier institution where patients have higher survival rates, better long-term
outcomes and fewer medical complications.

Truven doesn't appear to screen the Medicare data on which the ratings are based to ensure It Is accurate,
the lawmakers wrote. As a result, a hospital that “systematically exaggerates patient dlagnases” would get
unjustifiably higher ratings, they claimed.

For example, the lawmakers note that according to Truven's metrics, hospitals that cure patients with
severe {linesses get higher ratings. They also get a ratings boost if patients have shorter-than-average
hospltal stays and no complications afterward.

But, as the lawmakers write, “if patfents are not as sick as reported to Medicare,” Truven would Incorrectly
conclude that they were making quick, successful recoveries from severe aliments.

That appears to be what Is going on with Prime, Hernandez sald In an email.

“Unfortunately, it appears that Prime Healthcare Is being recognized and rewarded for, in essance, treating
manufacturad conditions,” he wrote,

In his response, Truven CEQ Boswood said he was aware of the allegations about Prime, but it would be
premature to rescind the chain’s high ratings,

Only a government investigation can prove fraudulent billing practices, he said, In the absence of "an
admisston of guilt, sanctions and conviction of wrongdoing,” Prime's ratings will stand, he wrote.

In their letter, the lawmakers also complalned that Truven should have downgraded Prime for a breach of
patient privacy laws at Prime’s Shasta Regional Medical Center in Redding in 2011, Truven didn't respond to
that |ssue in its letter,

In an effort to rebut a CIR story about Primie’s kwashiorkor biltings, a hospital executive emalled a patlent’s
medical records to hundreds of people without permission, state Investigatars found. Prime was fined
495,000 for violating state law. In June, Prime paid $275,000 to settle a federal probe into the same
incident. The company denies wrangdoing,

Shasta Regional is among the Prime hospltals that made Truven's tap 100 st (n 2013,

This story was edited by Amy Pvle and cogy edited by Nikid Frick and Christine Lee.
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Prime Healthcare to manage hospital over Harris' jsearch R §
objection
Nowember 1, 2011 | Shristing Jewst & PRINT B

When Attomey General Kamala Harrls' office denied the sale of
Victor Valley Community Hospital to Prime Healthcare Senices’
nonprofit arm in September, it seemed like a closed case.

Howewer, the hospltal's board continued talks with Prime, declined
o negotlate with another potential buyer, and yesterday .
succeeded In securing a deal In bankruptey court to allow Prime, TQP 'in
through a consulting agreement, ta take over day-to-day ' :
| management of the hospital. - 3
The move capped a day of courtraom drama that started with the
attomey general's office seeking an order [POF] in San
Bernardino County Superior Court to stop the consulting
agreement from going forward. A judge dld not grant a restralning
order but scheduled a more in-depth hearing on the matter for Nov. adverisement
23, according to Lynda Gledhill, spokeswoman for the attomey ' Are you

general. comfortable in
your retirement?

if you have a $500,0600
portfolio, download the

Steve Rhodes/Fickr

Kamala Harris Gledhill sald It's the first example of a buyer entering Into a

consulting agreement to operate a hospltal atter the state had
rejected the purchase.

. guide for refirees by Forbes
Prime said it Is pleased the state court denled the atiomey general's requested restraining order because "she s columnist and money
did not show a probabtlity of success on the merts.” The firm, through an outside spokesman, also sald it was manager Ken Fisher's firm.
pleased with the bankruptey ruling "so that Victor Valley can remain open and sene the healthcare needs of . Its called "The 15-Minute

! Retirement Plan"

the community."”

-~ Prime Healthcare, which owns 13 Southern Califomia hosplials and one In

Related Shasta County, Is also seeking to buy a New Jersey hospital, FISHER INVESTMENTS®

Anryiand hospital, ke Callfornia Watch has written about the chain's tendency to boost Medicare

Caiifornia chain, claims patiani admissions after taking over hospltals It acquired since 2005. Prime RECENT POSTS

“kwashiorkor” outbreak hospitals also report higlt rates of rare aliments among Medicare patlents

Prime Healthcare's that entitle facilities to enhanced payments. The Kaiser health plan ‘;’0 mark ’iE}S§ gua &e‘} resources io sach
) has accused Prime of trapping” its patlents and "upcoding” or overstating Kids about disaster safety

treatment of rere ailments

their medical conditlons for profit. Prime has denisd the sllegations,
stands out

Lawrnakers mull nextsieps for
developinental centers

~~~~~~~~~ Victor Valley Inftially was slated to be sold to Victor Valley Hospltal
Acqulsttion last year, but the group assoclated with Hemet physician Kall Independent oversight proposed for
Chaudhur failed to close the deal this summer. That opened up negotiations deveiopmental senters
with PaAme, the backup bidder.

Doctors claim Prime hospital kept thewn
7 The 101-bed hospital Is one of three hospitals In the geographically isolated frorn pationts
- High Desert reglon of San Bemardino County. ’

Cambodian youth confront bistorical

\ The attorney general held an August hearing ower the sale to Prime, which farge Eng’
Like our content? Included impassioned testimony In favor of and agalnst the deal.
Help us do more,
. A little more than a month later, the attomey general's office daniad the POPULAR TAGS

htip:/icaliforniawatch.org/dailyreportiprime-healthcare-manag e-hospltal-over-harris-objection- 13357 13
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sale [POF], saying it was not in the public interest and “wili ikely create a
significant effect on the avallabllity or accessibillty of healthcare serdces In
the affected community.”

Report an erron See
something wrong [n this
story?

Ewnall our editors, The Victor Valley hospital board, howewer, proposed a different arrangement

soon after in bankruptcy court, records show,

On Ocl. 17, the hospltal board attomeys filed an emergency motion seeking the court’s approval for a credit
and security agreement and consulting sendces agreement.

Two days later, the attomey general's office sent a lstter to the board saying that both agreements needed the
office’s approval to go forward. Attomeys for the hospital board wrote back, disagreeing.

On Friday, Hards' office filed a request for a restraining order JPDF] and Injunction to stop the deal. b court
records, the attorney general srguad that the deal would cause the hospital to incur $6 million In additional

Prime Healthcare to manage hospital over Harrls' objection | Callfornia Watch

budget cafomia Lest campaign
finance chmate change
demographics earthguakes
Blection 2040 high-speed rall
immigration JE&ITY Brown
lead sarijuana MediCal medicare Meg
Whitman On Shaky Ground
On Shaky Ground followup patient abuse
pofice Prime Healthcare prisons

public scho0ls soots
selsmic safely serias

mors ags

administrative costs, “manipulating the market value of the hospital.”

The attorney general also argued that by failing to get her office's consent, the hospital board “thwarted and
circumwented the Attorney General's authorlty.”

Samuel Maizel, a Los Angeles attorney for the Victor Valley hospital, sald the arrengement approved In
bankruptcy court means that Prime will work for the nonprofit hospital's board and chief executiwe to turn
around the facility.

“If we had not prevalled in both hearings today, there was a very good likellhood that we would have had to start
“shutling down the hospital,” Malzel sald.

Under the consuiting agreement, reconds show, Prime's for-profit am wili take the lead at Victor Valley
Community Hospital In physician relatlons, revenue management, contracting, auditing and preparation of
financlal statements.

Nearly a year ago, Prime acquired Alvarado Hospital in San Diego, desplte calls by lawmakers to withhold

adwerisement

licenses to the chaln pending investigations of high rates of septicemla. State authorities ultimately filed and
then dismissed deficienay findings about record-keeping refated to septicemia patients, bul passed on the
findings to state audltors and federal investigators.

Filed unden Heaalth & Welfare, Daily Report, Decading

Tagst Kamals Haris, Prime Healthcare

dotor Valtey C
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- SECTION: NEWS

Important News From Knapp Medical Center
Posted on Mar 18, 2013

Based on recent media reports and the City of Weslaco’s decision to join in the fawsuit filed by the

Page 1 of 3

For Employess

Weslaco Health Facilities Development Corporation, there appears to be significant confusion about the

Prime Healthcare Foundation and the recent transaction involving Knapp Medical Center. The actual facts

are:

. Prime Healthcare Foundation founded and funded by Prem Reddy, MD, FACC, FCCP, ("Dr. Reddy")

and his family, is a 501(c)3) nonprofit public charity, and its status has been recently reaffirmed by the

IRS following a routine audit,

. Prime Healthcare Foundation is governed by an independent board of directors which includes two
elected city councilmen and a business executive who serves on the Board of Directors of the world
famous Boys Town organization;

. Prime Healthcare Foundation has more than $400 Miliion in assets with no debt. Prime Healthcare
Foundation owns and operates four non-profit hospitals in California, all of which were donated debt
free to the foundation by Dr. Reddy: (1) Encino Hospital Medical Center (150 beds); (2) Huntington
Beach Hospital (131 beds); (3) Montclair Hospital Medical Center (102 beds}; and (4) Sherman

Oaks Hospital (153 beds); These hospitals have been nationally recognized for quality of patient care
including Montclair Hospital Medical Center being recognized twice as the Top 100 Hospital in the
Nation.

. OnJanuary 1, 2013, Prime Healthcare Foundation became the sole member of Knapp Medical
Center and its subsidiaries as part of a transaction between Prime Healthcare Foundation and Knapp
Community Care Foundation (‘KCCF"). As part of this more than $200 Million transaction, the
following has occurred or will occur:

- Knapp Medical Center remains a non-profit hospital and health care delivery system rendering
hospital and healthcare services through Knapp Medical Center, Knapp Surgery Center, and

Knapp Medical Group with charity care policies which are the same as those historically provided

by Knapp Medical Center so as to ensure access to healthcare to those residents of the Rio Grande
Valley with low income and/or resources;

- KCCF received more than $100 Million to support its mission of improving access to healthcare
for low income, uninsured or medically underserved populations, identifying new and supporting
existing healthcare programs, providing direct medical, dental, and mental healthcare for low
income, uninsured or medically underserved populations and the initiation of programs that
support and facilitate access to healthcare services. The 5100 Million received by KCCF has and

will include payments of approximately $23 Million from the Prime Healthcare Foundation and a
transfer of more than $80 Million in investments from Knapp Medical Center to KCCF;

- Prime Healthcare invested no less than $134 Million into Knapp Medical Center by, among other

http://www.knappmed.org/Press-Center/News/201 3/Important-News-From-Knapp-Medical-... 6/3/2014
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things, (a) cash payments of at least $23 Million; (b) the retention by Knapp Medical Center and
Prime Healthcare Foundation of more than $56 Million in debt related to the bonds issued by the
Weslaco Health Facilities Development Corporation; (c) Prime Healthcare Foundation depositing
545 Million to secure payment of the bond-debt; and (d) Prime Healthcare Foundation’s
commitment to invest no less than $10 Million for capital improvements at the hospital;

- No payments whatsoever being made to any member of the Knapp Medical Center Board of
Directors or the KCCF Board of Directors as part of the transaction;

- KCCF is governed by a Board of Directors which is separate and apart from Knapp Medical
Center's Board of Directors who are john Lackey, Brian Humphreys, Norma Montalvo, Rudy
Salinas, Bertha Suarez and Abraham Tanus;

- Knapp Medical Center is governed by a local governing board comprised of local community
jeaders, local physicians, and the hospital's management team, including Dr. Michael DeCandia,
Luis Leon, Ph.D., Dr. . Gopal Krishnan, Brian Humphreys, Dr. Miguel Tello, Dr. Prem Reddy and
Rudy Salinas.

. The residents of Weslaco and the surrounding communities are well served by the transaction between
Prime Healthcare Foundation and KCCF because:

- The transaction resulted in two non-profit arganizations (Knapp Medical Center and KCCF) that
are committed to providing care and improving access to healthcare for jow income, uninsured
or medically underserved populations with KCCF having more than $100 Million to achieve its
mission;

- Knapp Medical Center remaining a non-profit hospital and health care delivery system rendering
hospital and healthcare services to Weslaco and the surrounding communities with the same
charity care policies that have historically resulted in care provided to jow-income patients;

~ Knapp Medical Center having access to the financial wherewithal of the Prime Healthcare
Foundation;

- The residents of Rio Grande Valley having received over $130 million of charitable contribution

from California donated by Dr. Reddy and his family.
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