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                                                                                A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE WESLACO CITY COMMISSION 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2013 
 

  
On this 17th day of September 2013 at 5:30 p.m., the City Commission of the City of Weslaco, 
Texas convened in a Regular Meeting at City Hall in the Legislative Chamber, located at 255 South 
Kansas Avenue with the following members present: 
  
   Mayor    Miguel D. Wise 
   Mayor Pro-Tem  J.F. “Johnny” Cuellar 
   Commissioner   Olga M. Noriega 
   Commissioner   Gerardo “Jerry” Tafolla 
   Commissioner   Lupe Rivera 
   Commissioner   Joe A. Martinez  

 
City Manager   Leonardo Olivares  

  City Secretary   Elizabeth M. Walker 
  City Attorney   Ramon Vela  
   
Also present: Rey Garcia, IT Director; Bret Mann, Finance Director; Veronica Ramirez, Human 
Resources Director; Jeff Underwood, Planning & Code Enforcement Director; David Arce, Parks & 
Recreation Director; David Salinas, Public Utilities Director; Police Chief Michael Kelly; Fire 
Assistant Chief Rudy Garza; Mardoqueo Hinojosa, City Engineer; George Garrett, Airport Director; 
and several other staff members and citizens. 

 
I.  CALL TO ORDER 

 
 A. Certification of Public Notice. 

Mayor Wise called the meeting to order and certified the public notice of the meeting 
as properly posted Friday, September 13, 2013. 
 

 B. Invocation.  
Senior Minister Howard Bloomquist from Central Christina Fellowship delivered the 
invocation. 
 

 C. Pledge of Allegiance. 
Mayor Wise recited the Pledge of Allegiance; Mayor Pro-Tem recited the Texas flag. 
 

 D. Roll Call.  
Elizabeth Walker, City Secretary, called the roll, noting the absence of Commissioner 
Fox. 
 

II.  PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 A. To solicit input regarding the proposed Municipal Budget for the City of Weslaco for 
the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2013 and ending September 30, 2014.   
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Cuellar, seconded by Commissioner Martinez, moved to open public 
hearing.  The motion carried unanimously; Mayor Wise was present, but not voting. 
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The City Manager stated public hearings were held on August 20 and August 22; the 
First Reading of the budget was approved on September 9. 
 
Mr. Frank Garza and Ms. Benita Valadez inquired about specific budget items; the 
Mayor, City Manager, City Attorney, and Finance Director responded as appropriate. 
 
After fifty minutes of public hearing, Commissioner Martinez, seconded by 
Commissioner Tafolla, moved to close public hearing.  The motion carried 
unanimously; Mayor Wise was present, but not voting. 
 

III. 
 

 CONSENT AGENDA 
The following items are of a routine or administrative nature.  The City Commission has been 
furnished with background and support material on each item, and/or it had been discussed at a 
previous meeting.  All items will be acted upon by one vote without being discussed separately unless 
requested by one commission member, in which event the item or items will immediately be 
withdrawn for individual consideration in its normal sequence after the items not requiring separate 
discussion have been acted upon.  The remaining items will be adopted by one vote.  Possible action. 
 

 A. Approval of the Minutes of the following: 
1) Regular Meeting of September 3, 2013; 
2) Special Meeting of September 12, 2013.   

 (Requested by City Secretary’s Office.)  Attachment.  
 

 B. Approval on Second and Final Reading of Ordinance 2013-25 approving the City of 
Weslaco Texas Municipal Retirement System (TMRS) benefits and rates and 
establishing an effective date of January 1, 2014 for such actions.  (First Reading 
held September 3, 2013; Requested by Finance Department.)  Attachment. 
 

 C. Approval of the request to close Texas Boulevard/FM 88 from Fifth to Sixth Streets 
from 1:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. on November 16, 2013 for the Tenth Annual Pan de 
Campo Fundraiser coordinated by the Weslaco Museum of Local History and 
Cultural Art, suspend Weslaco City Code of Ordinances §22-24 for the limited use of 
live animals and authorize the sale of wine, beer, and mixed beverages to a Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage Commission (TABC) licensed vendor and authorize the Mayor 
to execute any related documents as may be required by the Texas Department of 
Transportation for proposed street closure affecting state right-of-way.  (Requested 
by Museum).  Attachment. 
 

 D. Approval of the renewal of the contract with the Texas Department of Transportation 
Aviation Division through the Routine Airport Maintenance Program Grant in Fiscal 
Year 2013-2014 for maintenance on a 50/50 cost share and authorize the Mayor to 
execute any related documents.  (Requested by Airport.)  Attachment. 
 

 E. Approval of the purchase of a VaraCorp Aerator for the North Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Digester for a cost not to exceed $11,500.00 from a sole source vendor, Nabers 
Enterprises, LLC, authorize a budget amendment as appropriate, and authorize the 
Mayor to execute any related documents.  (Requested by Public Utilities 
Department.)  Attachment. 
 

 F. Approval of Resolution 2013-70 identifying as authorized representatives for 



Minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 17, 2013 Page 3 of 15 

TexSTAR, Bret Mann, Finance Director, and Sonia Flores, Assistant Finance 
Director, and authorize the Mayor to execute any related documents.  (Requested by 
Finance Department.)  Attachment. 
 
City Manager requested item II. E. be withheld from the consent agenda. 
Commissioner Tafolla, seconded by Commissioner Rivera, moved to approve items 
A, B, C, D, and F of the consent agenda.  The motion carried unanimously; Mayor 
Wise was present, but not voting. 
 
For the record, Ordinance 2013-25 reads as follows: 
 

  
  

TTMMRRSS--MMaattcchh  UUSSCC--TT--CCPPII  
  

22001133--2255  
TTEEXXAASS  MMUUNNIICCIIPPAALL  RREETTIIRREEMMEENNTT  SSYYSSTTEEMM  

  
AANN  OORRDDIINNAANNCCEE  AAUUTTHHOORRIIZZIINNGG  AANNDD  AALLLLOOWWIINNGG,,  UUNNDDEERR  TTHHEE  AACCTT  
GGOOVVEERRNNIINNGG  TTHHEE  TTEEXXAASS  MMUUNNIICCIIPPAALL  RREETTIIRREEMMEENNTT  SSYYSSTTEEMM,,  
""UUPPDDAATTEEDD  SSEERRVVIICCEE  CCRREEDDIITTSS""  IINN  SSAAIIDD  SSYYSSTTEEMM  FFOORR  SSEERRVVIICCEE  
PPEERRFFOORRMMEEDD  BBYY  QQUUAALLIIFFYYIINNGG  MMEEMMBBEERRSS  OOFF  SSUUCCHH  SSYYSSTTEEMM  WWHHOO  
PPRREESSEENNTTLLYY  AARREE  MMEEMMBBEERRSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCIITTYY  OOFF  WWEESSLLAACCOO;;  PPRROOVVIIDDIINNGG  
FFOORR  IINNCCRREEAASSEEDD  PPRRIIOORR  AANNDD  CCUURRRREENNTT  SSEERRVVIICCEE  AANNNNUUIITTIIEESS  FFOORR  
RREETTIIRREEEESS  AANNDD  BBEENNEEFFIICCIIAARRIIEESS  OOFF  DDEECCEEAASSEEDD  RREETTIIRREEEESS  OOFF  TTHHEE  
CCIITTYY;;  PPRROOVVIIDDIINNGG  FFOORR  IINNCCRREEAASSEEDD  MMUUNNIICCIIPPAALL  CCOONNTTRRIIBBUUTTIIOONNSS  TTOO  
TTHHEE  CCUURRRREENNTT  SSEERRVVIICCEE  AANNNNUUIITTYY  RREESSEERRVVEE  AATT  RREETTIIRREEMMEENNTT  OOFF  
TTHHEE  EEMMPPLLOOYYEEEESS  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCIITTYY;;  AANNDD  EESSTTAABBLLIISSHHIINNGG  AANN  EEFFFFEECCTTIIVVEE  
DDAATTEE  FFOORR  SSUUCCHH  AACCTTIIOONNSS..  

  
BBEE  IITT  OORRDDAAIINNEEDD  BBYY  TTHHEE  CCIITTYY  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  OOFF  TTHHEE  CCIITTYY  OOFF  WWEESSLLAACCOO,,  TTEEXXAASS::  
  
SSeeccttiioonn  11..  AAuutthhoorriizzaattiioonn  ooff  UUppddaatteedd  SSeerrvviiccee  CCrreeddiittss..  
  
((aa))  OOnn  tthhee  tteerrmmss  aanndd  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  sseett  oouutt  iinn  SSeeccttiioonnss  885533..440011  tthhrroouugghh  885533..440033  ooff  SSuubbttiittllee  GG  ooff  
TTiittllee  88,,  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  CCooddee,,  aass  aammeennddeedd  ((hheerreeiinnaafftteerr  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  aass  tthhee  ""TTMMRRSS  AACCTT"")),,  eeaacchh  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  
tthhee  TTeexxaass  MMuunniicciippaall  RReettiirreemmeenntt  SSyysstteemm  ((hheerreeiinnaafftteerr  rreeffeerrrreedd  ttoo  aass  tthhee  ""SSyysstteemm""))  wwhhoo  hhaass  ccuurrrreenntt  
sseerrvviiccee  ccrreeddiitt  oorr  pprriioorr  sseerrvviiccee  ccrreeddiitt  iinn  tthhee  SSyysstteemm  iinn  ffoorrccee  aanndd  eeffffeecctt  oonn  tthhee  11sstt  ddaayy  ooff  JJaannuuaarryy  ooff  tthhee  
ccaalleennddaarr  yyeeaarr  pprreecceeddiinngg  ssuucchh  aalllloowwaannccee,,  bbyy  rreeaassoonn  ooff  sseerrvviiccee  iinn  tthhee  eemmppllooyymmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  CCiittyy,,  aanndd  oonn  
ssuucchh  ddaattee  hhaass  aatt  lleeaasstt  3366  mmoonntthhss  ooff  ccrreeddiitteedd  sseerrvviiccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  SSyysstteemm,,  sshhaallll  bbee  aanndd  iiss  hheerreebbyy  aalllloowweedd  
""UUppddaatteedd  SSeerrvviiccee  CCrreeddiitt""  ((aass  tthhaatt  tteerrmm  iiss  ddeeffiinneedd  iinn  ssuubbsseeccttiioonn  ((dd))  ooff  SSeeccttiioonn  885533..440022  ooff  ssaaiidd  ttiittllee))  iinn  
aann  aammoouunntt  tthhaatt  iiss  5500%%  ooff  tthhee  ""bbaassee  UUppddaatteedd  SSeerrvviiccee  CCrreeddiitt""  ooff  tthhee  mmeemmbbeerr  ((ccaallccuullaatteedd  aass  pprroovviiddeedd  iinn  
ssuubbsseeccttiioonn  ((cc))  ooff  SSeeccttiioonn  885533..440022  ooff  ssaaiidd  ttiittllee))..    TThhee  UUppddaatteedd  SSeerrvviiccee  CCrreeddiitt  hheerreebbyy  aalllloowweedd  sshhaallll  
rreeppllaaccee  aannyy  UUppddaatteedd  SSeerrvviiccee  CCrreeddiitt,,  pprriioorr  sseerrvviiccee  ccrreeddiitt,,  ssppeecciiaall  pprriioorr  sseerrvviiccee  ccrreeddiitt,,  oorr  aanntteecceeddeenntt  
sseerrvviiccee  ccrreeddiitt  pprreevviioouussllyy  aauutthhoorriizzeedd  ffoorr  ppaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  ssaammee  sseerrvviiccee..  
  
((bb))  OOnn  tthhee  tteerrmmss  aanndd  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  sseett  oouutt  iinn  SSeeccttiioonn  885533..660011  ooff  ssaaiidd  ttiittllee,,  aannyy  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  
SSyysstteemm  wwhhoo  iiss  eelliiggiibbllee  ffoorr  UUppddaatteedd  SSeerrvviiccee  CCrreeddiittss  oonn  tthhee  bbaassiiss  ooff  sseerrvviiccee  wwiitthh  tthhiiss  CCiittyy,,  aanndd  wwhhoo  hhaass  
uunnffoorrffeeiitteedd  ccrreeddiitt  ffoorr  pprriioorr  sseerrvviiccee  aanndd//oorr  ccuurrrreenntt  sseerrvviiccee  wwiitthh  aannootthheerr  ppaarrttiicciippaattiinngg  mmuunniicciippaalliittyy  oorr  
mmuunniicciippaalliittiieess  bbyy  rreeaassoonn  ooff  pprreevviioouuss  sseerrvviiccee,,  aanndd  wwaass  aa  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  mmeemmbbeerr  oonn  11sstt  ddaayy  ooff  JJaannuuaarryy  ooff  
tthhee  ccaalleennddaarr  yyeeaarr  pprreecceeddiinngg  ssuucchh  aalllloowwaannccee,,  sshhaallll  bbee  ccrreeddiitteedd  wwiitthh  UUppddaatteedd  SSeerrvviiccee  CCrreeddiittss  ppuurrssuuaanntt  
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ttoo,,  ccaallccuullaatteedd  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh,,  aanndd  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  aaddjjuussttmmeenntt  aass  sseett  ffoorrtthh  iinn  ssaaiidd  885533..660011..  
  
((cc))  IInn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  pprroovviissiioonnss  ooff  ssuubbsseeccttiioonn  ((dd))  ooff  SSeeccttiioonn  885533..440011  ooff  ssaaiidd  ttiittllee,,  tthhee  
ddeeppoossiittss  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  bbee  mmaaddee  ttoo  tthhee  SSyysstteemm  bbyy  eemmppllooyyeeeess  ooff  tthhee  sseevveerraall  ppaarrttiicciippaattiinngg  ddeeppaarrttmmeennttss  oonn  
aaccccoouunntt  ooff  ccuurrrreenntt  sseerrvviiccee  sshhaallll  bbee  ccaallccuullaatteedd  ffrroomm  aanndd  aafftteerr  tthhee  ddaattee  aaffoorreessaaiidd  oonn  tthhee  ffuullll  aammoouunntt  ooff  
ssuucchh  ppeerrssoonn''ss  eeaarrnniinnggss  aass  aann  eemmppllooyyeeee  ooff  tthhee  CCiittyy..  
  
SSeeccttiioonn  22..  IInnccrreeaassee  iinn  RReettiirreemmeenntt  AAnnnnuuiittiieess..  
  
((aa))  OOnn  tteerrmmss  aanndd  ccoonnddiittiioonnss  sseett  oouutt  iinn  SSeeccttiioonn  885544..220033  ooff  SSuubbttiittllee  GG  ooff  TTiittllee  88,,  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  
CCooddee,,  aass  aammeennddeedd,,  tthhee  CCiittyy  hheerreebbyy  eelleeccttss  ttoo  aallllooww  aanndd  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  ffoorr  ppaayymmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  iinnccrreeaasseess  bbeellooww  
ssttaatteedd  iinn  mmoonntthhllyy  bbeenneeffiittss  ppaayyaabbllee  bbyy  tthhee  SSyysstteemm  ttoo  rreettiirreedd  eemmppllooyyeeeess  aanndd  ttoo  bbeenneeffiicciiaarriieess  ooff  ddeecceeaasseedd  
eemmppllooyyeeeess  ooff  tthhiiss  CCiittyy  uunnddeerr  ccuurrrreenntt  sseerrvviiccee  aannnnuuiittiieess  aanndd  pprriioorr  sseerrvviiccee  aannnnuuiittiieess  aarriissiinngg  ffrroomm  sseerrvviiccee  
bbyy  ssuucchh  eemmppllooyyeeeess  ttoo  tthhiiss  CCiittyy..    
  
AAnn  aannnnuuiittyy  iinnccrreeaasseedd  uunnddeerr  tthhiiss  SSeeccttiioonn  rreeppllaacceess  aannyy  aannnnuuiittyy  oorr  iinnccrreeaasseedd  aannnnuuiittyy  pprreevviioouussllyy  ggrraanntteedd  
ttoo  tthhee  ssaammee  ppeerrssoonn..  
  
((bb))  TThhee  aammoouunntt  ooff  aannnnuuiittyy  iinnccrreeaassee  uunnddeerr  tthhiiss  SSeeccttiioonn  iiss  ccoommppuutteedd  aass  tthhee  ssuumm  ooff  tthhee  pprriioorr  aanndd  
ccuurrrreenntt  sseerrvviiccee  aannnnuuiittiieess  oonn  tthhee  eeffffeeccttiivvee  ddaattee  ooff  rreettiirreemmeenntt  ooff  tthhee  ppeerrssoonn  oonn  wwhhoossee  sseerrvviiccee  tthhee  
aannnnuuiittiieess  aarree  bbaasseedd,,  mmuullttiipplliieedd  bbyy  3300%%  ooff  tthhee  ppeerrcceennttaaggee  cchhaannggee  iinn  CCoonnssuummeerr  PPrriiccee  IInnddeexx  ffoorr  AAllll  
UUrrbbaann  CCoonnssuummeerrss,,  ffrroomm  DDeecceemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  yyeeaarr  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  pprreecceeddiinngg  tthhee  eeffffeeccttiivvee  ddaattee  ooff  tthhee  ppeerrssoonn''ss  
rreettiirreemmeenntt  ttoo  tthhee  DDeecceemmbbeerr  tthhaatt  iiss  1133  mmoonntthhss  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  eeffffeeccttiivvee  ddaattee  ooff  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee..  
  
((cc))  AAnn  iinnccrreeaassee  iinn  aann  aannnnuuiittyy  tthhaatt  wwaass  rreedduucceedd  bbeeccaauussee  ooff  aann  ooppttiioonn  sseelleeccttiioonn  iiss  rreedduucciibbllee  iinn  tthhee  
ssaammee  pprrooppoorrttiioonn  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  ssaammee  mmaannnneerr  tthhaatt  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  aannnnuuiittyy  wwaass  rreedduucceedd..  
  
((dd))  IIff  aa  ccoommppuuttaattiioonn  hheerreeuunnddeerr  ddooeess  nnoott  rreessuulltt  iinn  aann  iinnccrreeaassee  iinn  tthhee  aammoouunntt  ooff  aann  aannnnuuiittyy,,  tthhee  
aammoouunntt  ooff  tthhee  aannnnuuiittyy  wwiillll  nnoott  bbee  cchhaannggeedd  hheerreebbyy..  
  
((ee))  TThhee  aammoouunntt  bbyy  wwhhiicchh  aann  iinnccrreeaassee  uunnddeerr  tthhiiss  SSeeccttiioonn  eexxcceeeeddss  aallll  pprreevviioouussllyy  ggrraanntteedd  iinnccrreeaasseess  
ttoo  aann  aannnnuuiittaanntt  iiss  aann  oobblliiggaattiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  CCiittyy  aanndd  ooff  iittss  aaccccoouunntt  iinn  tthhee  bbeenneeffiitt  aaccccuummuullaattiioonn  ffuunndd  ooff  tthhee  
SSyysstteemm..  
  
BBEE  IITT  FFUURRTTHHEERR  OORRDDAAIINNEEDD::  
  
TThhaatt  eeffffeeccttiivvee  JJaannuuaarryy  11,,  22001144,,  ffoorr  eeaacchh  mmoonntthh  ooff  ccuurrrreenntt  sseerrvviiccee  tthheerreeaafftteerr  rreennddeerreedd  bbyy  eeaacchh  ooff  iittss  
eemmppllooyyeeeess  wwhhoo  aarree  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  TTeexxaass  MMuunniicciippaall  RReettiirreemmeenntt  SSyysstteemm,,  tthhee  CCiittyy  wwiillll  ccoonnttrriibbuuttee  ttoo  
tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt  sseerrvviiccee  aannnnuuiittyy  rreesseerrvvee  ooff  eeaacchh  ssuucchh  mmeemmbbeerr  aatt  tthhee  ttiimmee  ooff  hhiiss  oorr  hheerr  rreettiirreemmeenntt,,  aa  ssuumm  tthhaatt  
iiss  220000%%  ooff  ssuucchh  mmeemmbbeerr''ss  aaccccuummuullaatteedd  ddeeppoossiittss  ffoorr  ssuucchh  mmoonntthh  ooff  eemmppllooyymmeenntt;;  aanndd  ssaaiidd  ssuumm  sshhaallll  
bbee  ccoonnttrriibbuutteedd  ffrroomm  tthhee  CCiittyy''ss  aaccccoouunntt  iinn  tthhee  bbeenneeffiitt  aaccccuummuullaattiioonn  ffuunndd..  
  
SSuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  aapppprroovvaall  bbyy  tthhee  BBooaarrdd  ooff  TTrruusstteeeess  ooff  tthhee  SSyysstteemm,,  tthhiiss  oorrddiinnaannccee  sshhaallll  bbee  aanndd  bbeeccoommee  
eeffffeeccttiivvee  oonn  tthhee  11sstt  ddaayy  ooff  JJaannuuaarryy  22001144..      
  

  PASSED AND APPROVED on first reading at a regular meeting of the City 
Commission this _3rd   day of  September, 2013. 

 
PASSED AND APPROVED on second reading at a regular meeting of the City 

Commission this _17th  day of _September,  2013. 
                                                                       
                                                                                            /s/ Miguel D. Wise, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST:  
/s/ Elizabeth M. Walker, CITY SECRETARY 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
/s/ Ramon Vela, CITY ATTORNEY 
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For the record, Resolution 2013-70 reads as follows: 
 

AMENDING RESOLUTION 2013-70 
WHEREAS, City of Weslaco, Texas(the “Government Entity”) by authority of the Application for 
Participation in TexSTAR (the“Application”) has entered into an Interlocal Agreement (the 
“Agreement”) and has become aparticipant in the public funds investment pool created there under 
known as TexSTAR Short Term Assert Reserve Fund (“TexSTAR”); 
WHEREAS, the Application designated on one or more “Authorized Representatives” within the 
meaning of the Agreement;  
WHEREAS, the Government Entity now wishes to update and designate the following persons as the 
“Authorized Representatives” within the meaning of the Agreement; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
SECTION 1. The following officers, officials or employees of the Government Entity specified in 
this document are hereby designated as “Authorized Representatives” within the meaning of the 
Agreement, with full power and authority to open accounts, to deposit and withdraw funds, to agree to 
the terms for use of the website for online transactions, to designate other authorized representatives, 
and to take all other action required or permitted by Government Entity under the Agreement created 
by the application, all in the name and on behalf of the Government Entity. 
SECTION 2. This document supersedes and replaces the Government Entity’s previous designation of 
officers, officials or employees of the Government Entity as Authorized Representatives under the 
Agreement 
SECTION 3. This resolution will continue in full force and effect until amended or revoked by 
Government Entity and written notice of the amendment or revocation is delivered to the TEXSTAR 
Board. 
SECTION 4. Terms used in this resolution have the meanings given to them by the Application. 
Authorized Representatives. Each of the following Participant officials is designated as Participant’s 
Authorized Representative authorized to give notices and instructions to the Board in accordance with 
the Agreement, the Bylaws, the Investment Policy, and the Operating Procedures: Bret Mann, Finance 
Director, and Sonia Flores, Assistant Finance Director 
                                                                                            /s/ Miguel D. Wise, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST:  
/s/ Elizabeth M. Walker, CITY SECRETARY 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
/s/ Ramon Vela, CITY ATTORNEY 
 

IV.  APPOINTMENTS 
 

 A. Discussion and consideration to approve Resolution 2013-68 appointing a member to 
an expired term on the Board of Adjustments and Appeals - Zoning.  Possible action. 
(Requested by Planning and Code Enforcement Department.)  Attachment. 
 
Mayor Wise stated that he had been contacted by Mr. Ernesto Martinez who 
expressed a desire to continue to serve on the Board of Adjustments and Appeals. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Cuellar, seconded by Commissioner Martinez, moved to approve 
Resolution 2013-68 reappointing Mr. Ernesto Martinez to the Board of Adjustments 
& Appeals. The motion carried unanimously; Mayor Wise was present, but not 
voting. 
 
For the record, Resolution 2013-68 reads as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2013- 68 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WESLACO APPOINTING ONE 
MEMBER TO THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS-ZONING 
ORDINANCE.  
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WHEREAS, the City of Weslaco created and established the Board of Adjustments & Appeals-
Zoning Ordinance.  
 
WHEREAS, the term of the members of this board are for two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Adjustments & Appeals-Zoning Ordinance members shall serve with 
neither compensation nor term limits; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
WESLACO, TEXAS THAT _Ernesto Martinez is appointed to serve an unexpired term on the Board 
of Adjustments & Appeals-Zoning Ordinance and the term will expire on 4th day of October, 2015.    
 
PASSED AND APPROVED on this 17th day of September, 2013.  
                                                                       
                                                                                            /s/ Miguel D. Wise, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST:  
/s/ Elizabeth M. Walker, CITY SECRETARY 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
/s/ Ramon Vela, CITY ATTORNEY 
 

 B. Discussion and consideration to approve Resolution No. 2013-69 nominating a 
candidate to the Hidalgo County Appraisal District Board of Directors for the 2013-
2014 election.  Possible action.  (Item as requested by the Office of the City 
Secretary.)  Attachment.    
 
Mayor Wise stated that this item was to nominate a candidate to the Hidalgo County 
Appraisal District Board. 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Cuellar, seconded by Commissioner Martinez, moved to approve 
Resolution 2013-69 nominating Mr. David Hernandez to the Hidalgo County 
Appraisal District Board of Directors. The motion carried unanimously; Mayor Wise 
was present, but not voting. 
 
Commissioner Noriega moved to nominate Mr. Joe Olivares to the Hidalgo County 
Appraisal District Board of Director; motion failed from lack of a second. 
 
For the record, Resolution 2013-69 reads as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION NO.  2013-69 
 

STATE OF TEXAS 
COUNTY OF HIDALGO 
CITY OF WESLACO 
 

§ 
§ 
§ 
 

RESOLUTION NOMINATING A CANDIDATE TO 
HIDALGO COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS. 

 
WHEREAS, the City of’ Weslaco, a governmental unit entitled to vote in the selection of a 

Board of Directors for the Hidalgo County Appraisal District, has been notified by the Chief Appraiser 
of Hidalgo County, Texas, that nominations to the said Board of Directors should be submitted in 
Resolution form to the Chief Appraiser by October 15, 2013; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to nominate _David Hernandez_ as candidate for Director of 
the Hidalgo County Appraisal District. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISISON OF THE 
CITY OF WESLACO as follows: 
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1. The City Commission of the City of Weslaco does hereby nominate _David 
Hernandez_ as a candidate for the Director of Hidalgo County Appraisal District. 

 
2. A certified copy of this Resolution shall be delivered to the Chief Appraiser 

Hidalgo County, Texas, to evidence this nomination. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 17th day of September, 2013. 
 

                                                                                            /s/ Miguel D. Wise, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST:  
/s/ Elizabeth M. Walker, CITY SECRETARY 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
/s/ Ramon Vela, CITY ATTORNEY 
 

V.  OLD BUSINESS 
 

 A. Discussion and consideration on Second and Final Reading to approve Ordinance 
2013-23 approving the City of Weslaco budget appropriation for the fiscal year 
October 1, 2013 – September 30, 2014.  Roll call vote required.  Possible action.  
(First Reading held September 3, 2013; Requested by Finance Department.)  
Attachment. 
 
The City Manager stated the Commission just held the second public hearing for this 
item. 
 
Commissioner Tafolla, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem, moved to approve the item as 
presented.   
 
In response to Commissioner Noriega, the City Manager clarified that the Grants 
Coordinator position had been moved under the City Managers Office as well as the 
newly approved position of the Public Information Officer had been assigned to his 
department.  Mr. Mann stated that there were no new positions added to his 
department, instead the clerks position was changed to Accountant II.  Mr. Salinas 
stated that there was a position in his department to replace the existing position at 
OMI for an Administrative Aide.  The City Manager stated that anyone who had 
separated from the City in good standing is welcome to apply.  Mr. Oscar Garcia 
stated that the position of master certified technician was a reclassification and with 
no pay increase. 
 
City Manager reviewed the following highlights to the proposed budget: estimated 
$3.4 million general fund balance by September 30, 2014; raised the Texas 
Municipal Retirement System (TMRS) contributions from 1.5:1 to 2:1; and increased 
base pay for unionized police by $500.00 as per the approved Collective Bargaining 
Agreement.   
 
The City’s bond rating has been upgraded from BBB+ to an A-.  The overall outlook 
for the City has changed greatly from a negative to a stable positive.  At the start of 
this next fiscal year the general fund balance will be the highest since 1992.   
 
A plan has been out in place to lower property taxes $0.05/$100 valuation over the 
next ten (10) years.  In an ongoing effort to improve the City’s transparency staff 
created the position of a Public Information Officer who will oversee the operations 
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of the PEG television Channel. There is $8.7 million in funds for capital 
improvement projects that will come at no increase in taxes. After 20 years the Public 
Utilities Department will take over operations of its own water and wastewater 
treatment plants, which will allow the City to save $300,000.00 a year. There is no 
proposed increase to residential water, sewer, garbage, or brush rates.  
 
Commissioner Noriega asked if the City would continue to participate with the 
Amigos Del Valle; City Manager stated that it was his intention to remain a member.  
 
Commissioner Noriega opposed the motion because she believes staff is not 
providing concrete answers. By roll call vote, the motion carried (5-1); Mayor Wise 
was present, but not voting. 
 
For the record, Ordinance 2013-23 reads as follows: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-23 
 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND ADOPTING A BUDGET FOR THE 
CITY OF WESLACO, TEXAS, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 
OCTOBER 1, 2013 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2014. 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY CITY OF WESLACO, TEXAS: 
 

That, the City Manager of the City of Weslaco has heretofore duly and timely filed in 
accordance with the law, a budget for said City covering the fiscal year running from October 1, 2013 
to September 30, 2014, that due and timely public notice that a Public Hearing on such budget would 
be held on September 3, 2013, was given and made in accordance with state law and within the time 
limits set forth by law; that such Public Hearing was held in accordance with the law on September 3, 
2013, and that it is the opinion and judgment of  the Weslaco City Commission that said budget, which 
is attached hereto, be and same is hereby in all things approved and same is proper and correct. 
 

WHEREFORE, said budget is here and now hereby in all things approved and adopted and 
it shall be effective as of October 1, 2013. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED on first reading at a regular meeting of the City Commission 
this 3rd day of September, 2013. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED on second reading at a regular meeting of the City 
Commission this 17th day of September, 2013. 
                                                                                              /s/ Miguel D. Wise, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST:  
/s/ Elizabeth M. Walker, CITY SECRETARY 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
/s/ Ramon Vela, CITY ATTORNEY 
 

 B. Discussion and consideration on Second and Final Reading to approve Ordinance 
2013-24 approving the City of Weslaco ad valorem property tax rate of 
$0.6867/$100.00 valuation, assessed lower than the rate last year, pursuant to 
§26.05(d) of the Texas Tax Code on all taxable property within the City of Weslaco, 
Texas for Tax Year 2013, fixing the tax rate for the use and support of the general 
government and for the interest and sinking fund for the redemption of bonds and 
other indebtedness of the City of Weslaco, providing for the assessment of annual 
occupation taxes provided by law, and fixing a lien on all taxable property.  Roll call 
vote required.  Possible action.  (First Reading held September 3, 2013; Requested by 
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Finance Department.)  Attachment. 
 
The City Manager stated that this was the second reading of the tax rate.  There is a 
proposed $0.01 decrease every other year for the next ten (10) years for a total of a 
$0.05/$100 valuation tax decrease and the City will be able to continue with its 
functions. 
  
Commissioner Tafolla, seconded by Commissioner Rivera, moved to approve the 
item as presented.  By roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously; Mayor Wise 
was present, but not voting. 
 
For the record, Ordinance 2013-24 reads as follows: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2013-24 
 

AN ORDINANCE LEVYING AN AD VALOREM TAX ON ALL TAXABLE 
PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY OF WESLACO, TEXAS FOR THE TAX 
YEAR 2013, FIXING THE TAX RATE FOR THE USE AND SUPPORT OF 
THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT AND FOR THE INTEREST AND 
SINKING FUND FOR THE REDEMPTION OF BONDS AND OTHER 
INDEBTEDNESS OF THE CITY OF WESLACO, TEXAS, PROVIDING FOR 
THE ASSESSMENT OF ANNUAL OCCUPATION TAXES PROVIDED BY 
LAW, AND FIXING A LIEN ON ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY. 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WESLACO, 
TEXAS: 

 
I. 

 
THAT, there shall be and it is hereby levied on all property whether, real, personal or mixed, 

within the corporate limits of the City of Weslaco, Texas, not otherwise exempt, an ad valorem tax for 
the year 2013 ($0.1861) on each one hundred dollar valuation of property for the purpose of paying 
interest on and providing a sinking fund for the redemption of outstanding indebtedness of the City of 
Weslaco as follows: 
  
 2007 Certification of Obligation Bonds    0.0378 
 2010 Certification of Obligation Refunding Bonds   0.0317 
 2012 Certification of Obligation Refunding Bonds   0.0908 
 2013 Certification of Obligation Bonds       0.0258 

                                                $0.1861 
 

II. 
 

THAT, there shall be and is hereby levied on all property, whether, real, personal or mixed, 
within the City of Weslaco, Texas, not otherwise exempt, an ad valorem tax for the year 2013 
($0.5006) on each one hundred dollar valuation of such property for the purpose of paying current 
expenses for the maintenance of public parks and other improvements and purposes as provided by the 
Charter of the City of Weslaco, Texas, and the laws of the State of Texas. THIS TAX RATE WILL 
DECREASE TAXES FOR MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS THAN LAST YEAR’S TAX 
RATE. THE TAX RATE WILL DECREASE FOR MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS ON A 
$100,000 HOME BY APPROXIMATELY $1.00.  
 

III. 
 

THAT there is hereby fixed on each and every item of taxable property a lien for the purpose 
of securing the payment of the taxes assessed thereon, and said lien shall continue to exist against any 
item of property against which a tax is assessed here under until such tax, together with all interest 
shall be paid. 
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        IV. 
 

THAT, there be and is hereby levied and ordered collected an annual occupational tax on 
fifty percent (50.0%) of the State Occupation Tax on each occupation taxed by the State of Texas. 
 

V. 
 

IF, any person shall neglect or refuse to pay the taxes herein imposed on him or his property, 
on or before January 31, 2014, the tax collector shall apply the following schedule of penalty and 
interest rates for use in calculating the total amount due on delinquent tax bills: 
  
 February 2014 7.0% 
 March 2014 9.0% 
 April 2014 11.0% 
 May 2014 13.0% 
 June 2014 15.0% 
 July 2014 18.0% 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED on first reading at a special meeting of the City Commission 
this 3rd day of September 2013. 
 

PASSED AND APPROVED on second reading at a special meeting of the City Commission 
this 17th day of September 2013. 
                                                                                          /s/ Miguel D. Wise, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST:  
/s/ Elizabeth M. Walker, CITY SECRETARY 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
/s/ Ramon Vela, CITY ATTORNEY 
 

VI.  NEW BUSINESS 
 

 A. Discussion and consideration to approve the Annual Work Plan and Budget for the 
Economic Development Corporation of Weslaco (EDCW) Fiscal Year 2013-2014 as 
approved by the EDCW Board of Directors on September 11, 2013.  Possible action.  
(Requested by the Economic Development Corporation of Weslaco.)  Attachment. 
 
There was no action on this item. 
 

 B. Discussion and consideration to authorize an Interlocal Governmental Agreement 
with the Hidalgo County Emergency Services District No. 1 by which the City 
provides emergency ambulance service with not less than two ambulances to those 
areas of rural Hidalgo County within the established boundaries of the District and 
the District agrees to pay the City the sum of $125,000.00 for the period October 1, 
2013 through September 30, 2014, authorize a budget amendment as needed, and 
authorize the Mayor to execute any related documents.  Possible action. (Requested 
by the Fire Department.)  Attachment.   
 
City Manager stated that this item was for ambulance services outside the city limits 
and would like to discuss this item in executive session.  The City Attorney opined 
this item is permissible to discuss in regular executive session. 
 

 C. Discussion and consideration to approve Resolution 2013-63 recognizing the 
importance of the International Bridge Trade Corridor (IBTC) as it will facilitate 
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mobility, relieve congested roadways, improve safety conditions for the traveling 
public and support economic development opportunities for the eastern Hidalgo 
County region.  Possible action. (There was no action on this item August 27, 2013; 
Requested by Planning and Code Enforcement Department.)  Attachment. 
 
The City Manager stated that this item was part of the County’s efforts to leverage 
funding for roads; the Weslaco-Progreso International Bridge already endorsed it.  
Contribution should not to exceed $30,000.00 per year; staff recommends approval. 
 
Commissioner Tafolla, seconded by Commissioner Rivera, moved to approve the 
item as presented.  The motion carried unanimously; Mayor Wise was present, but 
not voting. 
 
For the record, Resolution 2013-63 reads as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2013-63 
 

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE DEVELOPMENT AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL BRIDGE TRADE CORRIDOR (IBTC)  
 
THIS RESOLUTION is adopted this _17_th day of _September_, 2013 by the City of Weslaco City 
Commission at regular meeting. 
 
WHEREAS, the effort to construct a trade corridor in Eastern Hidalgo County is a regional effort to 
enhance transportation and economic development for all communities in Hidalgo County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the cities of Alamo, Donna, Edinburg, Mercedes, Pharr, San Juan, Weslaco, along with 
Hidalgo County recognize the importance of the IBTC as it will facilitate mobility, relieve congested 
roadways, improve safety conditions for the traveling public and support economic development 
opportunities for our region; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed project is critical to the long term economic viability of our region; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed project will facilitate international commerce and the long term, sustainable 
development of Hidalgo County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the cities of Alamo, Donna, Edinburg, Mercedes, Pharr, San Juan, Weslaco, along with 
Hidalgo County believe that financial resources are necessary to secure the potential funding from the 
Texas Department of Transportation in the amount of Sixty Million Dollars toward the development of 
the IBTC, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF WESLACO, TEXAS THAT: 

1) The total funds to be requested from the each participating entity is projected to be 
$30,000.00 per year for a period of ten years. 

2) Upon approval of this resolution, the Mayor, or his representative is hereby authorized to 
execute all related documents. 

PASSED AND APPROVED on this _17th _day of _September_ 2013.  
 
                                                                                          /s/ Miguel D. Wise, MAYOR 
 
ATTEST:  
/s/ Elizabeth M. Walker, CITY SECRETARY 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
/s/ Ramon Vela, CITY ATTORNEY 
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 D. Discussion and consideration to approve the Exempt and Non-Exempt classified 
positions with corresponding pay grade and ranges for fiscal year 2013-2014. 
Possible action. (Requested by the Human Resources Department.)  Attachment.   
 
The City Manager stated that this item was for amendments to the pay grades by 
position and departments.  He added the position of Public Information Officer (PIO) 
and Grants Coordinator to his department; the position of PIO was created in 2011 
but never funded. The IT department changed the position of Network Administrator 
II to an exempt position.  The Public Utilities Department created two new positions 
which are added to the chart. He explained the difference between exempt and non 
exempt employees is that exempt employees are supervisory roles who exercise 
individual judgment. 
 
In response to Commissioner Noriega, Ms. Veronica Ramirez stated the City 
Manager’s position was not applicable to the pay scale, since his compensation is 
based on a study.  The City Manager stated that his position is at the will of the 
Commission and they could place a cap on this salary. 
 
Commissioner Tafolla, seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Cuellar, moved to approve the 
item as presented.  Commissioner Noriega opposed because she would prefer to have 
an amount assigned to the E-10 position. The motion carried (5-1); Mayor Wise was 
present, but not voting. 
 

VII.  REPORTS 
 

 A. 
 

Report by Mayor Miguel D. Wise.  Attachment. 
 
Mayor Wise announced with heartfelt sentiments that this was his last meeting. 
Without taking credit, he cited some of the “monumental changes” that have taken 
place at the City during his term to make a stronger City.  By statute he resigned his 
position as Mayor when he declares his candidacy for another elected office.   
 
The Office of Congressman Ruben Hinojosa offered their commendation for Mayor 
Wise’s public service.  Mayor Pro Tem Cuellar offered Mayor Wise the best of luck 
in all his future endeavors and thanked him for his service to the community. 
 
Mayor Wise departed the dais at 7:30 p.m. 
 

 B. Report on Departmental Update, Financial Status, Upcoming Meetings, 
Appointments, and Feedback.  Attachment. 
 
The City Manager presented a video on a City Manager’s life. 
 

 C. Report by Economic Development Corporation of Weslaco.  Attachment. 
 
Ms. Alicia Aguilar announced that Hermes Music would be opening a location next 
to IHOP.  Kahn’s Grill and Applebee’s will also be moving into Weslaco.  The 
proposed design for Applebee’s will be the second new prototype in the United 
States.  A workshop will be held for TEDC sales tax.  There has been a 6.18% 
increase in sales taxes over last year.  Thursday Al Fresco will host the Conjuncts 
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Orchestra and the WISD’s mariaches.  
 

 D. Report by First Southwest, the City’s financial advisor. 
 
Ms. Anne Burger representing First Southwest provided the information requested by 
Commissioner Noriega to the entire Commission.  The net available for debt service 
has increased; there has also been an increase to total net system value.   The City has 
decreased the number of its administrative contractual services.  At the end of 2011 
the City witnessed a financing phenomenon with the issuance of a $8.5 million bond 
at a 2.75% rate which provided a savings of 0.70%.  The water rate study conducted 
by Capex illuminated a rate inequality by implementing a rate adjustment where 
certain sectors were being undercharged.  The revenues projected by CDM are  
$14,964,998.00 by 2017 and by Capex are $14,702,556.00 by 2018. 
 
The City’s taxable assessed value grew 4.4%, the tax supported debt has decreased.  
The City now has the potential to achieve 25% of operating in less than five (5) years 
because it is less than $5.0 million.  The proposed decrease in the tax rate has also 
been disclosed to the rating agencies.  
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Cuellar asked if the Commission could reclassify on second reading 
the cost of a meter for multifamily housing so that regardless whether a resident owns 
or leases a property it should be treated as residential.  Ms. Burger stated that the 
rating agencies understand that Resolution 2011-74 is a model as a long term 
planning tool.  Commissioner Noriega asked Ms. Burger to evaluate the impact a 
change like that would have on the water rate revenues.   
 
The City Manager stated that it was staff’s recommendation to maintain the 
multifamily rates as commercial as part of Mr. Snowden’s analysis and not to change 
rate classes to satisfy political grandstanding.  Mr. Salinas stated that not all 900 
multifamily customers would see a change in rate, since it would vary based on lease 
agreements and if meters were per unit or per building.  
 
Commissioner Tafolla, seconded by Commissioner Martinez, moved to take item IX. 
Executive Session from its posted sequence for immediate consideration. The motion 
carried unanimously; Mayor Pro-Tem Cuellar was present, but not voting. 
 

IX.  EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
At 8:34 p.m., Mayor Pro-Tem announced the regular meeting to convene in 
Executive Session.  At 8:52 p.m., Mayor Pro-Tem announced the City Commission 
had completed its Executive Session and reconvened the regular meeting as open to 
the public. 
 

X.  POSSIBLE ACTION ON WHAT IS DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

 A. Pending Litigation – Consult with City Attorney regarding Cause No. C-3865-10-I, 
City of Weslaco v. Champion Energy Services, LLC as authorized by §551.071 of the 
Texas Government Code. 
 
There was no action on this item. 
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 B. Discussion with City Attorney to authorize Special Counsel for advice about pending 

or contemplated litigation pertaining to proposed annexations pursuant to §551.071 
of the Texas Government Code. 
 
There was no action on this item. 
 

VI.  NEW BUSINESS 
 

 B. Discussion and consideration to authorize an Interlocal Governmental Agreement 
with the Hidalgo County Emergency Services District No. 1 by which the City 
provides emergency ambulance service with not less than two ambulances to those 
areas of rural Hidalgo County within the established boundaries of the District and 
the District agrees to pay the City the sum of $125,000.00 for the period October 1, 
2013 through September 30, 2014, authorize a budget amendment as needed, and 
authorize the Mayor to execute any related documents.  Possible action. (Requested 
by the Fire Department.)  Attachment.  
  
The City Manager stated that staff has been negotiating with the emergency service 
district; currently the contract is for $100,000.00 but has proposed an increase to 
$125,000.00. 
 
Commissioner Tafolla, seconded by Commissioner Martinez, moved to approve the 
item as presented.  The motion carried unanimously; Mayor Pro-Tem Cuellar was 
present, but not voting. 
 

VIII.    PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Ms. Diana Lopez stated at the last Commission meeting she had commented on the 
alley behind her house and offered a heartfelt thanks to the workers who came to 
clean it. 
 

XI.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no other business before the Commission, at 8:58 p.m. Commissioner Tafolla, seconded by 
Commissioner Martinez, moved to adjourn the September 17, 2013 regular meeting.  The motion 
carried unanimously; Mayor Pro-Tem Cuellar was present, but not voting. 
 

CITY OF WESLACO 
 
                                    
      MAYOR, Miguel D. Wise  
 
ATTEST: 
 
       
CITY SECRETARY, Elizabeth M. Walker 
 
             
      MAYOR PRO-TEM, J.F. “Johnny” Cuellar 
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   (absent)                        

      COMMISSIONER, David R. Fox 
 

       
      COMMISSIONER, Olga M. Noriega 
 
             
       COMMISSIONER, Gerardo “Jerry” Tafolla 
 
             
       COMMISSIONER, Lupe Rivera 
 
             
       COMMISSIONER, Joe A. Martinez 
 


