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Press Release


July 9, 2010


Contact: Bernard Rodriguez, Interim Director, Planning & Code Enforcement Department
Phone: 956-447-3401


MOSQUITOES – A CITYWIDE RISK
City Health Division Initiates Vector Control Plan

Weslaco—Hurricane season is here.  Rain and wind are bad enough, but the risk isn’t over with the storm.  Storms leave standing water, and standing water of any kind will breed a crop of mosquitoes in just a few days.  

Planning and Code Enforcement Director Bernard Rodriguez stated, “The Mayor and City Commission have directed City staff to immediately move forward with mosquito control measures.  The City Health Division moved into action shortly after the rains stopped from Hurricane Alex.  We are concentrating our efforts in heavily-populated residential areas and City parks.”   

The City of Weslaco takes a coordinated approach in its mosquito control measures, including surveillance, source reduction, larvicide and adulticide,” explains Mr. Rodriguez. 

In order to detect the location, species, quantity, and virus potential of the local mosquito population, live egg and adult samples will be collected in black jars distributed throughout the City and submitted to the state lab in Austin for identification.  Concurrently, the Health Division will use EPA-approved products to reduce mosquito larvae in standing water and adult mosquitoes already airborne.  

Citizens should expect to see a truck-mounted sprayer, used to safely fog residential areas, in each of the four quadrants of the City throughout the next weeks, weather permitting, typically between 8:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m. or 4:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m.  

“Though the City will take aggressive action, the best mosquito management program for our citizens really is public awareness and personal protection,” says Mr. Rodriguez.  Referring to the Texas Department of Health campaign, he advises, “D-fend yourself, your house, and your yard against mosquitoes.”

Try to stay inside at Dusk and Dawn, the times of day that mosquitoes are most active.  When outside, Dress in long, loose-fitting, and light-colored clothing.  Following product instructions, wear an insect repellent with DEET.  Lastly, Drain standing water, covering containers and changing water frequently in pet dishes, wading pools, and birdbaths. 

Occasionally, mosquitoes may carry diseases, such as West Nile Virus.  Incubation period, the time between being bitten by an infected mosquito and showing the first symptoms, varies from 3-15 days and symptoms may include fever, headache, tiredness, muscle aches, confusion, stiff neck, nausea, and sometimes a rash.  Anyone who experiences symptoms consistent with West Nile Virus infection should see a physician as soon as possible.  

“This summer, get ready for mosquitoes,” says Mr. Rodriguez.  Weslaco needs your help and here are a few simple steps we can all take:
· Empty or get rid of anything in your yard that holds standing water - including old tires, bottles, buckets, tin cans and other containers.  Place your debris in the City rights-of-way for garbage pickup.

· Clean your roof gutters and storm drains regularly and if you have a flat roof, check it regularly to make sure it drains properly.

· If you have an ornamental pond, stock it with mosquito-eating fish.

· Empty your pet water bowls daily.

· Move your air conditioning drain hoses frequently so water doesn’t collect.

· Check your house and yard for any other place water might collect.   

· If you see standing water in public areas, report it to City Hall at 968-3181.
Standing water is a health hazard, but it’s a hazard we can all fix with a little common sense, reasonable caution and community cooperation.  No standing water – no mosquitoes.  It’s that simple.  Let’s all work together to keep Weslaco healthy.
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“In Weslaco EVERYONE opens the door!”
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