2011 Annual Drinking
Water Quality Report

(Consumer Confidence Report)

CITY OF WESLACO

PWS ID # 1080011

Phone # 856-968-2833

SPECIAL NOTICE

Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system
disorders, some elderly and infants can be particularly at risk
from infections. These people should seek advice about drink-
ing water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guide-
lines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by
Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are avail-
able from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

Public Participation
Opportunities
Phone Number: (956) 968-3008

For any questions regarding your drinking water or any of the
information provided in the following pages please call the
Weslaco Water Treatment Plant at (956) 968 - 3008. To learn
about future public meetings (concerning your drinking water),
or to request to schedule one, please call us at the phone number
listed above.

Our Prinking Water Meets or
Exceeds All Federal (EPA) Drinking

Water Requirements This report is a summary of the
quality of the water we provide our customers. The analysis
was made by using the data from the most recent U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) required tests and is presented
in the attached pages. We hope this information helps you
become more knowledgeable about what's in your drinking
water, - : :

INFORMATION ON SOURCES OF WATER:

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled
water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs,
and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or
through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals
and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pickup
substances resulting from the presence of animals or from
human activity.

Contaminants that may be present in source water include:

* Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which
may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems,
agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.

* Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can
be naturally-occwrring or result from wban storm water
runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil
and gas production, mining, or farming.

* Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety
of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff,
and residential uses,

* Orpanic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and
volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial
processes and petroleum production, and can also come from
gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic systems.

* Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-
occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and
mining activities

En Espaiiol Este informe incluye informacién importante

sobre el agua potable. Si tiene preguntas o comentarios sobre

éste informe en espafiol, favor de llamar al tel. (956) 968-3008

para hablar con una persona bilingiie en espafiol. =~

Where do we get our drinking water?

Dur drinking water is obtained from SURFACE water sources. A Source Water Susceptibility Assessment for your drinking water
sources(s) is currently being updated by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. This information describes the suscepti-
vility and types of constituents that may come into contact with your drinking water source based on human activities and natural
-onditions. The information contained in the assessment allows us to focus our source water protection strategies. Some of this
source  water assessment information will be available later this year on Texas Drinking Water Watch at
1ttp://dww.tceq.state.tx. us/DWWY/. For more information on source water assessments and protection efforts at our system, please
sontact us.

ALL drinking water may contain contaminants.

When drinking water meets federal standards there may not be any health based benefits to purchasing bottled water or point of use
levices. Drinking water, including boitled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contami-
nants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More information about contami-
nants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).



Secondary Constituents

Many constituents (such as caleium, sodium, or iron) which are often found in drinking water, can cause taste, color, and odor prob-
lems. The taste and odor constituents are called secondary constituents and are regulated by the State of Texas, not the EPA. These
constituents are not causes for health concern. Therefore, secondary’s are not required to be reported in this document but they may

greatly affect the appearance and taste of your water.

About The Following Pages

The pages that follow list all of the federally regulated or monitored contaminants which have been found in your drinking water,
The U.S. EPA requires water systems to test for up to 97 contaminants.”

DEFINITIONS

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL)

The highest permissible level of a contaminant in drinking
water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using
the best available treatment technology.

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG)

The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there
is no kmown or expected health risk. MCLGs allow for a margin
of safety.

MPL — State Assigned Maximum Permissible Level
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL)

The highest level of disinfectant allowed in drinking water.
There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is
necessary for control of microbial contaminants,

ABRREVATIONS

NTU - Nephelometric Turbidity Units million fibers per liter
(a measure of asbestos)
pCV/L - picocuries per liter (a measure of radioactivity)

Inorganic Contaminants

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG)
The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is
no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect
the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial
contamination.

Treatment Technigue (TT)

A required process intended to reduce the level of a contami-
nant in drinking water.

Action Level (AL)

The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers

treatment or other requirements which a water system must
follow. "

ppm - parts per miilion, or milligrams per liter (mg/L)
PPb - parts per billion, or micrograms per liter (ug/L)

NA —not applicable
ND ~ Not detected

MCLG Range
Sample MCL, TT, Your Unit of
Contaminants or Violatlon | Typical Source of Contaminant
Date wrROLG | O MRDL Water Low High Measure
Discharge from petroleum refineries;
2/2412011 | Antimany B 6 0497 NA NA pRb No fire retardants; ceramics; electronics;
salder; test addition.
) Eroslon of natural depasits: Runaff
22472011 | Arsanic ] 10 0.863 NA NA pab No from orchards; Runoff from glass and
electronics produclion wasles
B Discharge of drilling wasles; Discharge
202412011 | Barium 2 2 011 NA NA ppm No from meta! refineries; Eroslon of natural
deposits
Discharge from steel and pulp mills;
202412011 | Chromium 100 100 187 NA NA ppb No Eroslon of nafural deposits
Eroslon of naturat deposits; Waler
. addifive which promotes strong leeth;
J2011 | Fluoride 4 4 0.40 NA NA ppm No Discharge from fertilizer and aluminum
factorles
Nitrale Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching from
202412011 | [measured as 10 10 017 NA NA ppm No seplic tanks, sewage; Erosion of natural
Nitrogen] deposits
Discharge from pelroleumn and metal
22412011 | Selenitm a0 50 0.283 NA NA ppb Ne refineries; Erosion of natural deposits;
Dischargs from mines,
Discharge from elsclronics, glass, and
22412011 | Thalllum 0.5 2 0,082 NA NA pph No teaching from cre-prucessing siles;
drug faclories
Nitrate Advisory - Nitrate in drinking water at levets above 10 ppm is a heallh risk for infants of less than six months of age. High nitrate levels in drinking
waler can cause blue baby syndrome. Nilrate levels may rise quickly for short periods of ime because of rainfall or agecultural activity. If you are caring for an
infant you should ask advice from your health care provider,




Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level

Your Range Unit of
Year Disinfectant MRDL | MCL,TT, Violation | Typleal Source
MRDLG | or MRDL Water Low High Measura
2011 Chloramings 4 4 284 1.3 4.1 ppm No Disinfeclant used to coniral microbes.
Disinfection Byproducts -
Range
¥ Conta MROL | MCL,TF, | Your Unit of
ear ontaminant MROLG | ormmDL | Water Low High “Measure Violation | Typlcal Source
2011 (Tﬁf;;a"’m“" Aclds 1 ya 60 {5 5 | 85 | b | No | Byproducl ofdrinking water disinfection.
2011 Eﬂ}ﬂn})“ha“’me'“a““ NA 80 PR VR T Mo | Byproduct of drinking water disinfection,
Lead and Copper
# Samples
Year Contaminant MCLG AL VTI::Ierr Exceeding NllL T;L?rfe Exff ds Typical Source
AL
Lead - acfion level at Corrosion of househald plumbing systems;
2010 consumer taps 0 15 1.29 0 ppb No erosian of natura! deposits.
Corrosion of househald plumbing systems;
2010 ;”fé’f;u‘m?;‘{g"f"e' 13 13 0.106 0 ppm No | erosion of natural deposits; lsaching from
P wouod preservalives,

Iditional Health Information for Lead /f present, efevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young childran.
arl in drinking waler is pimarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. This waler supply is responsible for providing
Jh quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can
nimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using watsr for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about
ad in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure

available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at htip:/iwww.epa.gov/safewater/lead.,

Turbidity
Year Contaminant Limit (Trealment Level detectad Violation Source of Contaminant
Technigue }
2011 Highest single measurement ’ 0.52 No Sl runaff
(NTU)
2011 m“‘ manihly % mesfing 03 9047 % No Sofl unof

* 85% of the samples were below the TT value of 0.3, A value less than 95% constitules a TT violation. The highest single measurement was 0.48. Any
measurement in excess of 1 is a viofation unless ctherwise approved by the state.

Turtiidity has no heaith effacts. However, turbidity can interfere with disinfection and provide a medium for microbial growth. Turbidity may indicate the
presence of disease-causing organisms. These organisms include bacleria, viruses, and parasites that can cause symploms such as natises, cramps,
diarrhes and assoclated headaches.

Radioactive Contaminants

Range
MRDL | MCL,TT, Your Unit of
| Year | Contaminant | yeoiG | ormROL | Water [ | ou o | Measure .| Vielatlon. | Typiea Saurce
2011 Bela/photon emitters 0 50 5.8 NA NA pCit No Decay of natural and man-made depasits
2011 Cambined Radium 0 5 1 NA NA pCifL No Erosion of natursl deposits
2267228
Total Organic Carbon (TOC)
Lowest TOC | Average TOC | Highest TOC Unit of 5 "
Y Contaminant | removalratio | removalratio | removal ratio | Traatment Technique TT o ource o
gar | Laniaminan percentage percentage | percentage q MCLG Measure | Contaminant
TT -System provides the
allernative compliance NA Naturally present In the
2011 | TOC Remaval 0.56 112 181 criteriz removal ratio * environment.
required

*Remaval ratia Is the percent of TOC removed by the treatment process divided by the percent of TOC required by TCEQ to be removed.

Total arganic carbon (TCC) no health effects. The disinfectant can combine with TOC o form disinfection bypraducts, Disinfection is necessary to
ensure that water does not have unacceptable levals of pathogens. Byproducts of disinfaction include trihalomethanes (THMs) and haloacetic acids
{HAA) which are reporied elsewhere in this repor.




Total Coliform

Highest Manthly
Year Contaminant Number of Positive MGCL Unit of Measure Vlalation Source of Cantaminant
Samples
2011 Total Colfferm Baclaria ] * Presence No Naiurally present in the environment.

*Two or more coliform found samples In any single monih,

Tolal coliform bacteria are used as indicators of microbial contamination of drinking water because testing for them is easy. While not disease-causing
organisms themsslves, they are often found in association with other microbes thal are capable of causing disease. Cotiform bacieria are more hardy
than many disease-causing organisms; therefore, their absence from water is a good indication that the water is micrabiologically safe for human
consumption )




